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MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF OXENHOPE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER 2015 AT OXENHOPE METHODIST CHURCH, 

COMMENCING AT 7:30 PM 
 
Present:  Cllr Tony Maw 
   Cllr Penny Cusdin 
   Cllr David Ashcroft 
   Cllr Ken Eastwood 
   Cllr Derrick Hopkinson 
   Cllr Joyce Harrop 
   Cllr Peter McManus 
    
In attendance:  Miran Rahman, Keighley News Reporter 
  Two members of the public (7.30 – 8.47) 
 
84/15.  Apologies consented to 
 
Cllr Jonathan Gill (work commitments) 
  
85/15.  Disclosures of Interest 
 
Cllrs Harrop, Maw & Cusdin declared disclosable pecuniary interests re planning application 
15/01555/FUL – Construction of four flats at land south west of 22 Denholme Road.  
 
86/15.  No applications for Dispensation 
 
87/15.  No Guest Speakers 
 
88/15.  Minutes of meetings 
 

The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 12th & 26th August were proposed as a 
correct record by Cllr Ashcroft and were signed by the Chairman. 

No matters arising 
 

The September Outstanding Issues Report was duly noted. 
No matters arising 
 
89/15.  Public question time 
 
No matters raised.  
 
90/15.  Planning 
 

Resolved: 
 
15/03540/HOU – Demolition of existing porch and construction of two storey rear 
extension at Mount Pleasant Farm, Black Moor Road.  The Parish Council raised no 
objections. 
 
15/03567/HOU – Demolish existing conservatory and replace with new conservatory 
and decking area at 5 Moorhouse Close.  The Parish Council raised no objections.  
 
15/03655/FUL – Resubmission of 15/01485/FUL for change of use of land to allow 
siting of one camping pod and removal of timber store at Upwood Park, Black Moor 
Road.  The Parish Council raised no objections.  

 
15/02854/FUL – Installation of 250kw wind turbine on a 30m mast and 48m to tip at 
Naylor Hill Quarry, Black Moor Road.  The Parish Council supported the objections 
already submitted by Haworth, Stanbury and Cross Roads Parish Council as per 
appendix 1. 
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[Cllr Ashcroft then chaired this part of the meeting whilst Cllrs Maw, Cusdin & Harrop 
left the meeting.] 
15/01555/FUL – Construction of four flats at land south west of 22 Denholme Road. 
The Parish Council raised the following objections (1) site access – it was established 
re planning application 13/01943/FUL that the access is substandard particularly in the 
critical direction to the right where only a 9m visibility splay can be achieved.  Whilst 
this was accepted by Bradford Council for the level of traffic generated by one dwelling, 
the traffic generated by four dwellings would lead to conditions prejudicial to highway 
and pedestrian safety. (2) Car parking - the RUDP maximum car parking standard is 
1.5 spaces which equates to 6 spaces for four flats.  The proposed level of car parking 
provision is one space per unit, a shortfall of two spaces. While the site is along a bus 
route, it is situated in a rural area with low bus frequency.  Therefore parking to the 
maximum level should be provided.  There is also no visitor parking provided. While 
there is some parking space across the site frontage on Denholme Road, parking 
space is at a premium in this part of Leeming due to local housing being predominantly 
terraced cottages with no on-site parking facilities.  It is therefore recommended that at 
least one visitor parking space is provided on-site. (3) Highway safety – the site is 
located within close proximity of a garage with a petrol pump and a nursery.  The 
increased traffic generated by four dwellings will seriously jeopordise highway and 
pedestrian safety. (4) Design – whilst it is appreciated that the 2012 Planning 
Framework encourages futuristic design, the glass frontage is south facing and rather 
than mirroring the reservoir it will instead have the potential of blinding people walking 
on the public footpath around Leeming reservoir.  Furthermore, the glass frontage and 
flat roof is not in keeping with neighbouring properties and not in line with Oxenhope 
Village Design Statement. (5) Potential of further development of the site – as the four 
flats are to be located in one corner of the site this leads to concern that the rest of the 
site is open to further development. It was noted that if the planners were minded to 
approve the application then members of the Parish Council would require 
determination of this application at a Planning Panel meeting. 
 
[Cllrs Maw, Cusdin & Harrop rejoined the meeting and Cllr Maw resumed chairing the 
meeting.] 

 
91/15. Oxenhope Neighbourhood Development Plan 
 

Resolved: 
That the decision whether or not the Parish Council pursues a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan be deferred until the November monthly meeting.  

 
92/15.  Millennium Green 
 

Resolved: 
Not to authorise the application to Bradford Council to make the Millennium Green a 
community asset as the land is owned by a Charitable Trust, held in perpetuity for the 
benefit of the local community and cannot be sold. Cllr Hopkinson confirmed that the 
Oxenhope Cricket Club had a similar situation.  

 
93/15.  Safety Inspection Report 
 

Resolved: 
To note the August Safety Inspection Report for the Allotments. 

 
94/15.  Correspondence 

 
Resolved: 

a) To note the e-mail dated 28th August received from Kevin Whitaker, Highways 
Department, re roadside vegetation.  Cllr Maw confirmed that he and the Clerk would 
be having an on-site meeting with Mr Whitaker on Friday 25th September.  
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b) To note the e-mail dated 3rd September received from a concerned parishioner re 
Yate Lane.  Agreed that the Parish Council would support the installation of access 
only and 20 mph signs on Yate Lane.  The Clerk to write to Highways Department 
confirming this and to stress that this work was to rectify what was missed when 
Bradford Council installed 20 mph signage in the village a few years ago.  Cllr 
Ashcroft recommended that each Yate Lane resident individually write to Bradford 
Council supporting the installation of this new signage. 

 
95/15. Reports 
 

a) School Governors.  Cllr Ashcroft confirmed that the start of the new term had 
commenced but due to his work commitments he hadn’t been in School to 
comment how this had gone.  As the next School Governors meeting would take 
place in a fortnight’s time, Cllr Ashcroft confirmed he would give a report on this 
meeting at the Parish Council’s October monthly meeting. 

b) Oxenhope Youth Club.  Cllr Cusdin reported that the Youth Club would reopen on 
Friday 11th September and that old and new members were looking forward to 
this. 

c) Allotments.  Cllr Harrop reported that Plot 1 had been well cleared of rubbish and 
Cllr Hopkinson confirmed that raised beds had been constructed over the 
weekend. 

d) Rights of Way.  Cllr Hopkinson confirmed that the next Local Access Forum would 
be held on 8th October.  

e) Oxenhope Community Centre.  Cllr Maw reported that there was to be a 
Management meeting on 10th September and that the toilet refurbishment work 
would commence the week-end of 12th & 13th September. 

f) Perseverance Mill s106 monies.  Cllr Maw reported that he was still chasing Mick 
Priestley, Bradford Council, for a meeting to discuss the future spending of these 
section 106 monies. 

 
96/15. Financial Matters 
 

Resolved:  
a) To authorise the following accounts for payment: 

Payee Cheque no. Amount Description 
Three Direct Debit £25.00 Monthly mobile phone bill 
Gratuity Account Transfer £30.08 Monthly transfer 
Elaine Pearson Standing Order £786.52 Monthly salary 
Yorkshire Water 101143 £58.77 Water useage at the allotments 

 
b) To note the following trial balance: 

 
A/c       Budget  

Analysis Current Deposit Gratuity 
Grand 
Total remaining 

001. Balance b/fwd 1723.92 30442.65 3137.00 35303.57   
002. Transfer -4180.48 4000.00 180.48     
01. Precept 15330.00 

  
15330.00   

04. Bank Interest Business Base Rate   4.11 
 

4.11   
08. Rent Allotment Holders 337.00 

  
337.00   

09. Bank Interest - Gratuity Account   
 

0.42 0.42   
119. PAYE & NIC -144.92 

  
-144.92   

120. Clerk's monthly salary -4589.56 
  

-4589.56 £5,350.44 
121. Subscriptions -561.00 

  
-561.00 £239.00 

122. Insurance -470.75 
  

-470.75 £24.25 
123. Audit Fee -50.00 

  
-50.00   

124. Room Hire -90.00 
  

-90.00 £230.00 
125. Stationery & printing -459.4 

  
-459.4   

126. Postage -0.95 
  

-0.95   
128. Christmas Lights -497.13 

  
-497.13   
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129. Travel & subsistence -143.51 
  

-143.51   
130. Grants via Participatory Budgeting -1000.00 

  
-1000.00 £1,000.00 

131. Allotments -598.29 
  

-598.29   
134. Reserves -1207.00 

  
-1207.00   

135. Mobile phone -180.27 
  

-180.27 £104.73 
138. Training -250.00 

  
-250.00   

139. Outreach  -125.00 
  

-125.00 £250.00 
142. Contribution towards the 812 
service -500.00 

  
-500.00   

145. Website -875.99 
  

-875.99   
Grand Total £1,466.67 £34,446.76 £3,317.90 £39,231.33 

  
 
97/15. Minor items and items for the next agenda 
 
Minor items: 

a) Agreed that the Clerk write to the owner of the Green Room to investigate whether 
the appearance of half of the spare land adjacent to the Green Room could be 
improved.  Similarly Cllr McManus would speak to owner of the other half of the land. 

b) Agreed that the Clerk chase up the owner of Whinn Knoll to trim the overhanging 
branches on Hebden Bridge Road 

c) Agreed that the Clerk contact Mel Smith, Bradford Council Recreation Department, to 
request that the perimeter tennis court fencing be repaired 

d) Cllr Ken Eastwood confirmed that progress was being made to erect a sign at the 
Horseshoe Dam to indicate what wild life had been spotted there. 

e) Cllr McManus reported the recent repair works on Hill House Edge Lane were under 
threat of being undone as huge waggons were using the Lane as the quarry at Nab 
Hill had reopened and the digging of open cast stone had commenced. 

f) Cllr Maw confirmed that he had attended the launch of the leaflet ‘Hebden Bridge to 
Haworth and back footpath’ 

g) Agreed that Cllr Hopkinson contact the owner of the land adjacent to Pawsons Mill as 
the bamboo growing on the land would soon prevent the use of the public footpath. 

h) Cllr Maw confirmed that wild fowl signs would be installed near Christmas time at the 
junction of Station Road and Jew Lane. 

i) Cllr Ashcroft suggested that Community Groups, such as St. Mary’s Church, the 
Millennium Green Trustees, Keighley & Worth Valley Railway, the Straw Race 
Committee, should be invited once a year to a Parish Council meeting to allow these 
groups to give an update on their activities and to provide members of the Parish 
Council better ‘joined up thinking’.  Agreed that the Clerk invite a representative from 
the Railway to the October Parish Council meeting.  Cllr Ashcroft agreed to co-
ordinate these invites with the Clerk. 

 
Items for the next agenda: 

j) To discuss how the Parish Council conducts this year’s Participating Budgeting. 
k) To review the Haworth, Cross Roads & Stanbury Neighbourhood Plan Policy 

Intention Document 2015. 
 
98/15. To note the dates, times and venue of the next meetings 
 
Planning meeting on Wednesday 23rd September at 7.30 p.m. at Oxenhope Methodist 
Church.  A Staffing Committee meeting to commence immediately after the closing of the 
Planning meeting.  
 
Monthly meeting on Wednesday 14th October at 7.30 p.m. at Oxenhope Methodist Church. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 21.00 p.m. 
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