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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13th NOVEMBER 2024  

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr Robert Goulding 
 Cllr Nick Pearce 
 Cllr Neal Cameron 
 Cllr Rachel Woodington 
 Cllr Adrian Farley 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present:  Worth Valley Ward Councillors Rebbecca Poulsen, Russell Brown and Chris 

Herd 
 11 Members of the public 

 
Minutes 

   
363/24 Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Debbie Harvie and Ashwaan Joomun and 

Warden Mark Whitaker. The reasons given for absence were approved. 
 
364/24 Disclosures of Interest 

a) To note that Cllr Debbie Harvie has taken the position as Chairperson for the Oxenhope 
Youth Committee. 

b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
365/24 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 9th October 2024 were confirmed as a 
true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted. Cllr Robert Goulding provided detail on the 
suggested location of EV Charging points in the Community Centre car park. It was hoped 
that funding would have been available from Bradford Council but that now seems unlikely. 
Cllr Goulding proposed obtaining a quotation for two charging points from a contractor with 
a view that Oxenhope Village Council funds the scheme. Would bring a small source of 
income which would cover the outlay cost in due course, with surplus ultimately going to 
the Community Centre, as well as supporting visitors and residents to charge their vehicles 
during the day. 

 
366/24 Public Question Time 

a) Concerns were raised regarding a planning application to remove the central conifers in the 
Rose Garden. A resident also queried routine maintenance and planting arrangements and 
questioned the lack of a long term improvement plan for the Rose Garden. The Chair stated 
that extensive consultation with the community had been held back in 2018 and a range of 
suggestions and proposals had been put forward. The Village Council had sought advice from 
a garden designer and arboricultural professionals. A detailed scheme had been designed 
but elements of this were set aside, following discussions with the Friends Group formed at 
the time. It had been agreed that the conifers would stay until the newly planted Norway 
Spruce could support festive lights. The conifers were planted originally to provide low level 
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cover. They do not provide a sustainable focal feature in the garden as they cannot be 
effectively shaped and maintained. They are growing rapidly, overpowering the garden and 
had damaged the lighting previously installed as a result. Lights have now been installed in 
the new tree and the view of the Council was that it was time to progress with the 
previously planned and agreed improvement scheme. The Chair reiterated that no decision 
had been made as to what would replace the central conifers once removed. Whilst there 
was strong support for some form of hard standing and event space expressed in the 
previous consultations, the Chair stated the Village Council would conduct further 
consultation before making any final decision with regard to treatment of the central area 
and possible replacement of the current planting, once removed. The Village Council had 
planted 9 Cherry trees in recent years which, in addition to the Norway Spruce, offset the 
loss of biodiversity. However, it was also stated that the Village Council had not ruled out 
replacement of the central planting with an appropriate tree, more suitable for the setting, 
in due course. 

b) Jennifer Whitaker enquired whether the Village Council would continue to support the 
Outreach magazine by contributing towards the cost of the next issue. Oxenhope Village 
Council agreed to continue to support the magazine. It was also noted that the deadline for 
an article to be placed in the next issue was 25th November. 

c) A concerned resident raised issues with a proposed planning application in the garden of 
Mayfield, Station Road, Oxenhope. Concerns were also raised regarding a proposed garage 
at Thornville, which was thought to be in the conservation area. Cllrs Pearce and Cameron 
responded but would clarify if allowed under permitted development and respond to the 
member of public directly. 

d) A concerned resident raised the issue of an elderly resident being subjected to a failed 
attempt to enter their residence in the middle of the night. She enquired whether some 
form of security could be placed on the main routes into Oxenhope. Ward Cllr Chris Herd 
mentioned a scheme that being trialed in Haworth and will chase progress in the new year 
and update the Village Council. Cllr Waddington also mentioned funding available via Age UK 
and agreed to speak to the resident directly. 

 
367/24 Guest Speakers 

a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors 
I. Cllr Rebecca Poulsen stated that: - 

i.  CCTV Water Lane 
The extra funding has been approved by Bradford Council. The road will have to 
be closed. Once in place the camera will be monitored by Calderdale Council. No 
timescale is known as to when this will happen. 

ii. Fly Tipping Cameras 
Some of these had been stolen and enquiry made as to whether the Village 
Council still had the ones provided previously. The Chair to discuss further with 
Ward Officer Alice Bentley, if they are required. 

iii. West Shaw Speed Limit 
The position of the reduced speed limit area has been extended beyond the 
Moorside cross roads, in line with suggestions from the Village Council. 

iv. Wall building works, Keighley Road 
Due to the wall rebuild roots from several large trees had been exposed creating a 
potential safety issue. Bradford Council had agreed they were unsafe and a 
decision had been made to remove the trees. 

v. City of Culture 2025 
Local officer contact is Gemma Hobbs. There are funds for Community Groups 
who wish to hold events and priority will be given to those who can link back to 
the City of Culture themes. Contact and follow up details available from the Clerk 
on request. 
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II. Cllr Chris Herd stated that: - 

i. Christmas Lights  
Confirmed Santa had been booked for the switch on event. 

ii. Stones Moor 
Residents concerned over quads and off roaders potentially using tracks and 
footpaths. Will be keeping an eye on the situation. Access to land has been 
improved by a drain being installed. Ground is not as wet. Would be having a 
word with the Warden due to overgrown footpath to see if he can be involved. 

iii. EV Chargers 
There is a new team dealing with EV Charging in Bradford Council. The Village 
Council had been in communication with the team but funding was not currently 
available. 

iv. Speeding Issues 
Contacted by concerned residents who would like speed checks to be undertaken. 
Access to a speed gun can be gained from Haworth but would need volunteers to 
operate it. The Chair agreed to assist, if available. 

III. Cllr Russell Brown stated that:- 
i. The Ward Officer is going to make a list of all the bollards in the village so that the 

plaques from the Tour de Yorkshire can be reused for the City of Culture. 
 
368/24 Planning Applications 

a) 24/03562/FUL – Construction of detached dwelling with detached garage. 
Mayfield, Station Road, Oxenhope BD22 9JT. 
 
Oxenhope Village Council does not support this application. 
 

b) 24/03776/HOU – Two storey side extension and associated external works. 
Far Stones Barn, Stone Lane, Oxenhope BD22 9QP. 
 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

369/24 Safety Inspection Reports  
a) The Allotments Safety Inspection Report was noted.  
b) Horshoe Dam Area and Sculpture Trail Safety Inspection Report was noted. 
c) Marsh Common Safety Inspection Report was noted. 
d) The Rose Garden Safety Inspection Report was noted.  

 
370/24 Rose Garden – Christmas Lights Event 
 The Chair requested volunteers for the event. A number of Cllrs agreed to attend and help out. 
 The Chair stated that more flasks had been purchased. Proceeds from donations would go to Sue 

Ryder, Manorlands. It was confirmed that the event was being held on Friday 22nd November, 
commencing at 6 p.m. 
 

371/24 Exchange of Information & Discussion Points 
e) Crime within the village (Cllr Pearce) 

Received response from Police outling cases over last month. Statitics suggest very low 
numbers of incidents. However, this is based on reported cases so residents need to report 
every occurance for it to be counted. Suggest inform residents what number they should 
be ringing as some will be unsure. Cllr Farley also suggested joining the Smartwater 
Scheme which has had success in other areas. Cllr Waddington suggested residents can 
contact Age UK and Modality who may have resources to help make properties more 
secure. 
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f) Over hanging hedge to pavement on Station Road (Cllr Cameron) 

Oxenhope Village Council are unable to use Council resources to trim a private hedge. Cllr 
Cameron to speak directly to the owner. Several Members volunteered to help with the 
hedge in a private capacity, if required. 

g) Parking on pavements (Cllr Cameron) 
Worst affected areas are Best Lane and Station Road. The Chair stated that this is not an 
offence outside of London, however he will look into some form of leaflet / sticker that 
possibly could be distributed by Bradford Council’s Wardens. To be discussed further, 
along with other outstanding Highways matters. 

h) Livestock in fields and footpaths (Cllr Cameron) 
Residents were concerned about the horses and cows in fields where a public footpath 
runs through it. Cllr Goulding discussed the different scenarios that could occur and what is 
and is not allowed, including when signage should be displayed. Cllr Goulding to obtain 
relevant information from NFU for the website for future reference. 

i) Other matters 
Highways to be informed that the ‘SLOW’ markers on Marsh and Sun Street need to be 
replaced. 

 
372/24 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
 
373/24  Correspondence 
 Resolved: 

a) West Shaw Lane – confirmation that the proposed changes to the speed limits put forward 
by the Village Council have been taken on board by Highways. 

b) Pedestrian access to property – Ward Officer Alice Bentley to take the matter up with the 
Police and enquire if a disabled parking bay or some other restriction can be put into place. 

  
374/24 Financial Matters   

a) To note the National Joint Council for local government services had agreed a pay 
settlement effective from 1 April 2024. 

b) Consideration of first draft budget and provisional precept for 2025/26 deferred until 
meeting in December. 

c) Resolved to authorise the following payments: - 
 

Payee Amount Description 

Harden 
Village 
Council 

£22 Royal British Legion poppy wreath (purchased by 
Harden Village Council) 

Steve Thorpe  £259.20 Grounds maintenance September 

Steve Thorpe £129.60 Grounds maintenance March 

ASP Joinery £120 Electrical cabinet joinery works 

Paul Crabtree £790 Rose Garden electrical works (New Christmas tree 
lighting connection) 
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ChristmasPlus £1,392 Annual installation, dismantle and storage charge 
for 8 x lamp post motifs 

ChristmasPlus £195 Rose Garden additional light strings (cherry trees)  

Payments Made (since last month) 

Procast £444 Memorial plaque 

ChristmasPlus £2,850 Christmas lIghts (cherry trees and Norway spruce) 

 
d) To note the balances and bank reconciliation reports. 

 
375/24 Minor items and items for next agenda 

a) The Chair summarised a Government consultation on introducing remote attendance at 
meetings as an option going forward. Agreed to respond positively, supporting the proposals 
in principle. 

 
376/24 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 11th 

December 2024, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.33 p.m. 
 


