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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8th JANUARY 2025 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr Neal Cameron 
 Cllr Nick Pearce 
 Cllr Debbie Harvie 
 Cllr Adrian Farley 
 Mark Whitaker (Warden) 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present:  Worth Valley Ward Councillor Chris Herd. 
 5 Members of the public 

 
Minutes 

   
391/25 Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Robert Goulding, Ashwaan Joomun, Rachel 

Woodington and Ward Cllrs Rebecca Poulsen and Russell Brown. The reasons given for absence 
were approved. 

 
392/25 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
393/25 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 11th December 2024 were confirmed as 
a true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted.  
i. Cllr Eastwood presented information provided by Cllr Goulding regarding the 

Community Centre EV charging quote. To be presented to City of Bradford 
Metropolitan District Council. Ward Cllr Herd requested that Ward Officer Alice 
Bentley be copied into any communication. 

ii. No progress has been made with the acquisition of the toilets. A further reminder has 
been sent to Bradford Council officers. 

iii. Discussion took place regarding flytipping taking place at Heights Lane layby. Limited 
success has been achieved by using wildlife cameras, as registrations tend not to be 
clearly identifiable. Cllr Cameron queried if the layby was needed. Confirmed it is used 
by dog walkers and members of the public who liked to sit and enjoy the view from 
their vehicles. Agreed the issue to be referred to the Police due to regular vehicles 
being seen using layby for anti-social activities. To keep a watching brief on the 
situation. 

 
394/25 Public Question Time 

a) A resident raised concerns over several encroachments onto public rights of way including at 
Stones End Cottage (car parking), Dyke Nook (garden waste dumped at junctions of Hard 
Naze Lane, Intake Lane and one other road) and Church Lane (used to link with Hard Naze 
Lane but is now overgrown and walls are in disrepair). Ward Cllr Herd suggested the 
member of the public needs to submit comments to Bradford Council as regards the lack of 
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car parking within the curtiledge of Stones End Cottage. Resident had been in 
communication with the Rights of Way Officer of Bradford Council, Linda Stafford, regarding 
the garden waste that had been dumped and suggested that Oxenhope Village Council could 
contact the Rights of Way Officer for further details. As regards Church Lane and other rights 
of way issues, these will be looked into by Oxenhope Village Council and may be referred on 
to Bradford Council. It was noted the Village Council has no legal powers or responsibilities 
to deal with rights of way matters.  

 
395/25 Guest Speakers 

a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors 
I. Cllr Chris Herd stated that: - 

i. Grit Bins 
Made a request to Highways for grit bins to be filled. The Village Warden had 
made a similar request. Noted that the Village Council look after an additional 7 
grit bins to those provided and filled by CBMDC. 
Shaw Lane car park has been cleared. 
Oxenhope Village Council thanked Cllr Herd for personally clearing West Drive, a 
priority 2 route which had not been addressed by Highways.   
Cllr Harvie enquired if Cross Lane could be provided with a grit bin. The criteria for 
the provision of an Oxenhope Village Council grit bin was discussed and it was 
noted that it would be unreasonable to expect residents to clear and grit an entire 
length of public highway. Agree dthe Village Council will contact Highways to see 
if the road can be upgraded to a priority 1 route given that it is an important 
access to the school. 

ii. Baby Barn Farm 
Noted that the Planning Enforcement Team have now served notice on the 
owners to remove the containers within the next two months. 

iii. Stones Lane 
No further issues to report. 

 
396/25 Planning Applications 

a) 24/04561/REM – Cross Lane Development (The Carriages) 
Concerned residents attended the meeting. Discussions took place around car parking, 
pavement provision and the discharge of surface water into the existing watercourse 
(former mill race). Cllr Cameron suggested a bond needs to be in place, paid for by the 
developer to ensure any future maintenance of common areas can be paid for and not fall 
to residents or to the Village Council, as has happened with other developments within the 
village. Cllr Pearce raised concerns about the ‘boiler plate’ design proposed which did not 
take account of local context, contrary to Oxenhope Neighbourhood Plan policy. 
Resolved: 
To raise the following remianing objections: -  
 
• potential impact of removal of the former mill race on existing surface water flow to 

the Millennium Green and the potential impact of that on biodiversity and sensitive 
flora and fauna 

• failure to have regard to Oxenhope Neighbourhood Plan Policy ‘GP1 – High Quality 
Design’, which states that new development should respond to and be respectful of 
the distinctive character of Oxenhope and the settlements within it 

• concerns about arrangements proposed with regard to the long-term management of 
common areas 
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397/25 Safety Inspection Reports  
a) The Allotments Safety Inspection Report was noted.  
b) Marsh Common Safety Inspection Report was noted. 
c) The Rose Garden Safety Inspection Report was noted.  

  
398/25 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
 
399/25  Correspondence 
 Resolved: 

a) Email received from the Calder Valley Search and Rescue Team confirming purchase of a 
vacuum mattress with grant funding from Oxenhope Village Council. 

b) Email received from the Oxenhope Straw Race Committee Chair updating Oxehope Village 
Council on charitable status, notifying of change of route and enquiring if anybody would be 
able to help with marketing the race this year. It was also noted that trees have been felled 
next to Pawsons car park and Cllr Cameron enquired if anybody had seen a TPO application 
to CBMDC. No one had so Cllr Cameron to inform CBMDC of this matter. 

  
400/25 Financial Matters   

a) Resolved to authorise the following payments: - 
 

Payee Amount Description 

Oxenhope Methodist 
Church £40.00 Room Hire (November and December) 

Digital Nomads Ltd £109.73 Software renewals 

Quality Garden 
Supplies £214.00 Grit for OVC bins 

 
b) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports. 

 
401/25 Minor items and items for next agenda 

Cllr Harvie stated that due to personal commitments she will no longer be able to be the lead for 
the allotments. After further discussion it was agreed that Cllr Harvie will now lead on the 
Community Centre and Cllr Cameron will lead on the Allotments. This change to come into effect 
in May 2025. 

 
402/25 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 12th 

Febuary 2025, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m. 


