Present:

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11" DECEMBER 2024
AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM

Clir Ken Eastwood (Chair)

Clir Robert Goulding

Clir Neal Cameron

Clir Debbie Harvie

Clir Ashwaan Joomun

Clir Rachel Woodington (Late)
Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO)

Also Present:  Worth Valley Ward Councillors Rebbecca Poulsen, Russell Brown and Chris

377/24

378/24

379/24

380/24

Signed

Herd
4 Members of the public

Minutes

Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Nick Pearce and Adrian Farley and Warden Mark
Whitaker. The reasons given for absence were approved.

Disclosures of Interest

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received.

b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received.
c¢) No requests for dispensation were received.

Minutes of Meetings
a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 13™" Novemberber 2024 were confirmed
as a true and correct record.
b) The outstanding issues report was noted.
i Cllr Eastwood stated that the community transfer of the toilet buildings had been
raised with the Assistant Director of Neighbourhoods and had been chased again.

ii. Cllr Goulding stated that a revised EV Charging quote was being produced and a
different option was also being investigated.

iii.  There had been no progress with the possible establishment of a natural burial
ground in the area.

iv. Camera installation at Nab Water Lane is believed to be progressing. The Chair
mentioned further incidents in recent weeks and the importance of Bradford Council
completing this work.

V. Cllr Pearce is working up a scheme for the shelter on Marsh Common.

Public Question Time

a) Aresident enquired raised the matter of maintenance to the existing borders in the Rose
Garden and whether they could be tidied up. ClIr Eastwood stated that options could be
looked at but they would all be subject to the budget available. Appreciated that no progress
had been made since the last meeting but the budget had not yet been set. The resident
also enquired about the number of hours the gardening contractor was being paid for. Clir
Eastwood explained that this was difficult to quantify in a meeting as it has varied, based on
tasks being undertaken. Further detail is available on request.
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b) Aresident enquired if any progress had been made as regards the hedge over the pavement
that belongs to the Manse. Cllr Cameron had been unable to make contact with the owner.
Clir Harvie will try again to see if they are happy for the community to get involved. The
resident also enquired how the waste would be disposed of. It was stated that it would be
responsibly disposed of. Matter left with Clir Harvie to progress.

¢) Jennifer Whitaker was unable to attend the meeting but requested that the meeting was
informed that the Diocese of Leeds have appointed Rev Denise Hayes to be the new part
time Vicar for St. Mary’s Church and they will be installed on Sunday 2" February 2025.
More information will be provided to Council members nearer the time.

Guest Speakers
a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors
I. ClIr Chris Herd stated that: -

vi.

EV Charging points

Enquired whether permission was needed for the charging points to be placed in
the car park at the community centre from Bradford Council. Clir Goulding and
Ward Clir Herd to clarify this point. It was also stated that a private company
would supply the equipment and payments for usage would come to Oxenhope
Village Council initially, until costs were fully recovered.

Stones Moor track

The Council’s Rights of Way Officer had been asked to investigate what exactly
can and can’t be done on the moor. Due to it being common land, it appears
there is nothing Bradford Council can do but civil action may be possible. Clir
Cameron fed back that horse riders are in favour of the wider track, but walkers
are not.

Nab Water Lane

Calderdale Council will install the camera sometime in February. Noticed that the
road is in a bad state of repair so will look into whether some parts can be
improved. Clir Cameron enquired whether more cameras could be installed on
Heights Lane. This would be looked into in the new year.

Harry Lane

The sets that were removed are due to be replaced sometime between December
2024 and April 2025.

Moorhouse Lane

Looking at whether a bus shelter can be installed at the stop at the top of
Moorhouse Lane.

Flytipping

Cllr Cameron asked if there was any data available on fly tipping. Cllr Brown
stated that the number of reported incidents is down and the amount collected
has reduced. Possibly due to the date being collected in a different way. Clir
Eastwood enquired if a report was available. Cllr Poulsen stated that the data is
collated on a Ward basis so Bradford struggle to identify specific areas. Clir Brown
also stated that the waste is not collected by one vehicle as it depends what has
been fly tipped. Clir Cameron had also noticed that when the litter bins are
emptied the fly tipped waste is taken as well, so there is the possibility that the
waste is taken away before it has been reported. Clir Brown stated that the
gateway routes into Bradford are to be cleaned first thing as part of the 2025 City
of Culture, which may contribute to the volume by weight reducing.

Il.  Cllr Rebecca Poulsen stated that: -

Ward Boundary Review
This still needs to be ratified by Government. Worth Valley ward title is to stay the
same but Denholme will be included.
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ii. Keighley Road
There have been issues with severe pot holes appearing due to the weather
causing damage to vehicles. These are to be fixed but temporarily identified by
bollards to keep vehicles away from them.

iii. Car Parking causing obstruction for pedestrians
Police class parking on pavements as anti-social behaviour and they can ticket any
vehicle causing an obstruction. It was noted that the issue outside the Co-op was
for short periods and using double yellow lines as a deterent seemed excessive.
Cllr Eastwood stated that there were similar parking issues on Best Lane and
requested that this should be mentioned to the Police as well. Cllir Herd enquired
if there were any signs available that could be displayed. It was noted that the
Pharmacy and Co-op already display posters requesting members of the public to
park considerately.

lll.  Cllr Russell Brown stated that:-

i. Planning Panel
It was the intention of Bradford Council to amalgamate the Keighley, Ilkley and
Shipley Panels with Bradford, creating one Panel. There will be more Clirs added
to the existing Bradford Panel. This will allow planning applications to be referred
to the Panel by any Councillor in the area. Only Councillors from an adjoining
Ward can recommend something for Panel. The Council forecast a saving of
£20,000.

ii. Community Chest
Is a scheme to award up to £500 for any project that can evidence a City of
Culture focus. The money awarded will need to be used for materials. Cllr Brown
stated that he had been successful with a bid and will be assembling groups to put
up some heart shaped insect hotels. He will be contacting schools and Dementia
groups.

Planning Applications
a) 24/04570/HOU - Stones End Cottage.

Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this application.

Planning Applications — Agricultural Developments

The Planning process for agricultural developments was discussed. ClIr Goulding provided
further detail of the changes that are being made to the planning system and how members of
the public could get round the requirements. Agreed that further clarity was needed to inform
an understanding on what Oxenhope Village Council would be able to influence. Cllr Eastwood
to explore further with Planning Officers.

Safety Inspection Reports

a) The Allotments Safety Inspection Report was noted.
b)  Marsh Common Safety Inspection Report was noted.
c¢) The Rose Garden Safety Inspection Report was noted.

Rose Garden — Christmas Lights Event

The Chair thanked the volunteers who helped at the event and stated that a total of £451.83
was raised and has since been donated to Manorlands. Unfortunately, the weather damaged the
gazebo used so it will have to be replaced. Fortunately, Cllr Goulding has two gazebos from the
Fete in storage, so the purchase of a replacement may not be required.

Exchange of Information & Discussion Points
a) Programme of meetings for 2025 was noted.
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b) Equipment storage issues — discussion took place on the amount of storage required for all
the Oxenhope Village Council and Millennium Green Trust equipment. Clir Goulding has
offered some storage space which is dry, but warned it gets dusty. Cllr Woodington still
needs to pick up a stock of books from Mr Pawson. These will then be stored at Clir
Goulding’s. It was noted that the book sales are now in profit and all proceeds will be
donated to Manorlands. Cllr Goulding suggested contacting Keighley News to highlight the
fact that every book sale now means a donation to Manorlands. It was also discussed if the
Co-op and Pharmacy could have a stock to sell on our behalf. A cheque for books sales will
be taken to Manorlands on Thursday. Book sales to be reduced to £10 per copy going
forwards (plus P&P charge for online sales).
c¢) Overhanging hedge to pavement on Station Road — discussed under Public Question Time
item (b).
d) Parking on pavements — discussed under Guest Speakers; Clir Poulsen item (iii)
e) Livestock in fields and footpaths - Clir Goulding to progress.
f)  Other matters
i. Noted that leaves needed clearing from the path between the roundabout at Muffin
Corner and the junction of Keighley Road and Harry Lane. Suggestion for Warden to
undertake task.

ii.  Cllr Harvie has obtained some free Lego sets for Youth Club.

iii. Cllr Goulding stated that littering along Oxenhope Old Lane had increased. Clirs
Cameron and Goulding to organise a litter pick.

Village Warden’s Report
The Warden’s report was noted.

Correspondence

Resolved:

a) Boundary Commission Changes — ClIr Eastwood informed the meeting of the changes that
have been recently published. Changes noted by councillors.

Financial Matters

a) Authorised related expenditure for and appointed Acount-Ant Limited to provide internal
audit services.

b) Resolved to set a budget for 2025/26 of £75,925 and to set the precept at £81,000 (being
£75 per Band D property).

c¢) Resolved to authorise the following payment: -

Payee Amount Description
Steve Thorpe £259.20 Grounds maintenance (October) Inv 8394

d) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.

Minor items and items for next agenda
None.

Date and time of next meeting
The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 8" January
2025, starting at 7.30 p.m.

The meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.
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