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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2025 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr Robert Goulding 
 Cllr Neal Cameron 
 Cllr Nick Pearce 
 Cllr Debbie Harvie 
 Cllr Adrian Farley 
 Cllr Ashwaan Joomun 
 Mark Whitaker (Warden) 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present:  Worth Valley Ward Councillors Chris Herd and Russell Brown. 
 4 Members of the public. 

 
Minutes 

   
403/25 Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Rachel Woodington and Ward Cllr Rebecca 

Poulsen. The reasons given for absence were approved. 
 
404/25 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
405/25 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 8th January 2025 were confirmed as a 
true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted with the following update: -  
i. Electric Vehicles - Cllr Goulding stated that a new officer had been appointed within 

Bradford Council who will be dealing with this area of work, but as yet no firm 
information has been provided to state whether funding will be available or not. Cllr 
Cameron stated that the Community Centre Committee had requested that the 
parking bay(s) allocated to this needed to be as far away from the building as possible. 

 
406/25 Public Question Time 

a) A resident raised whether more funding could be allocated to the Rose Garden to improve 
planting and maintenance. Cllr Eastwood stated that some additional money had been 
allocated in the budget to increase maintenance hours, but there was a need to be realistic 
as to how much could be achieved given the level of available funding. The Rose Garden is a 
large area and hasn’t been maintained as a formal garden for many years. It was noted that 
the approved 2025/26 budget will be published on the Village Council website.  
 
The resident commented on a number of other related issues which were discussed in detail 
and the following actions were agreed: - 
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§ Cllr Eastwood to make sure the drainage system at the bottom of the Rose Garden is 
free flowing.  

 
§ Cllr Harvie to make enquiries with regard to the supply of additional woodchip for the 

beds, especially to the fruit bush area (possibility of supply at no charge). 
 
§ Cllr Goulding to supply manure for use by the Climate Action Group, if required. 
 
§ Cllr Harvie to plan and coordinate volunteering when required, liaising with the Friends 

Group, registered ‘Love Oxenhope’ volunteers, the Young Farmers and the wider 
community. 

 
§ All Members to further explore sharing of Village Council activity including through 

social media, Outreach and a Village Council newsletter. 
 

§ The Warden and Cllr Cameron to meet with the resident in the Rose Garden to discuss 
maintenance issues and report back to a future meeting. 

 
407/25 Guest Speakers 

a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors 
I Cllr Russell Brown stated that: - 

i. City of Culture 
Has made a couple of bids. One for the wooden plaques to be placed around 
the village and another for gateway signs. If anybody knows of groups that 
would be interested in helping make these please let him know. 

II Cllr Rebecca Poulsen – emailed her update as unable to attend the meeting. 
i Wall work A6033 Keighley Road, Haworth to Oxenhope – had met with the 

contractors and highway structures officer dealing with the walling work. 
Practically finished just needs final clean up and sweeping. Looked at water 
issues and noted that a soakaway had been installed halfway along the wall. 
Work on the culverts is being carried out and all have been checked with 
cameras. The wall has been designed with gaps in mortar to allow egress of 
water and porous concrete has been used. Still a stretch of the road with 
standing water but this will be monitored to ensure it drains away. The wall on 
the opposite side of the road has moved up the priority list as it is moving and 
bowing. This side is more complex due to utilities in the pavement and the 
drop to the field. This side is being assessed and a work schedule for the 
repairs to be undertaken in the future will be produced. 

ii The wall along the field on the A6033 Hebden Bridge Road at the Top of Stones 
area will be rebuilt from 10th February over approximately 20 weeks. There will 
be temporary lights in place. The wall be reinforced concrete with a stone face. 

iii On the A6033 Hebden Bridge Road, at Keepers Lodge, work will be undertaken 
with a proposed road closure possibly in place from June to October so two 
culverts can be repaired under the road. Highways are looking at the options 
but the worst case would be a full road closure. Further updates will be 
provided as information becomes available. 

iv Thanks noted to the community for coming together in the recent snowy 
conditions helping to clear roads, the Community Centre car park and school 
and delivering food and prescriptions to those that couldn’t get out. 

v The boulders along the drive to the Community Centre had been placed there 
by the parks department due to members of the public parking on the beds 
and then leaving the road covered in mud, causing a slip and trip hazard which 
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had led to complaints. As resources are stretched it was felt this was the best 
option. 

vi The Bradford Council Executive had received a report on EV charging and the 
delays and lack of a response over Community Centre proposals had been 
raised. The BBC had picked up on this and met with the Chair of the 
Community Centre Association to film a small piece on the issue in Oxenhope. 
Noted that a Net Zero Project Manager had been appointed and could be 
contacted on clare.adamson@bradford.gov.uk. 

III Cllr Chris Herd stated that: - 
i Attended the service for the induction of the new Reverand, Denise Hayes, at 

St Mary’s Church last Sunday, also attended by the Chair of the Village Council 
and the Clerk. 

ii Pot holes have been filled in on Keighley Road. Raised a concern as to how long 
they will remain filled due to weather conditions at the moment. 

iii Nab Water Lane was closed from Bradford Council’s side in the recent bad 
weather but Calderdale didn’t which caused some accidents as people were 
still trying to use the road. Ward Officer Alice Bentley to contact Calderdale 
Council to discuss the matter. 

iv Concerns raised re. possible under-reporting of rural crime and resulting 
impact on Policing priorities. MP Robbie Moore is calling for instllation of ANPR 
cameras on main artery roads. Working with Police Sargent Adam Boothman. 
Currently been to farms around the area.  

v The funding for the Bus Shelter at the top of Moorhouse Lane is being chased. 
vi Still chasing the replacement of the cobbles on Harry Lane. 
vii Considering how Community Payback Scheme might be used to support local 

projects. 
viii Cllr Eastwood asked if Ward Cllr Herd could prompt Police Sgt Boothman with 

regard to issues raised at the layby on Heights Lane. 
ix Cllr Eastwood enquired about progress with the camera on Nab Water Lane. 

Ward Cllr Herd stated that Assistant Ward Officer Sally Teasdale had been 
working on that and he would seek an update. 

x Cllr Harvie stated that she had been working with Nicola Whatmuff regarding 
what grants are available over the next few weeks via the Business Forum in 
Oxenhope. 

xi Cllr Cameron stated that only one side of Keighley Road, where the new wall 
has been built, had been swept. The other side still needs to be done.  

xii There was a general discussion about project management, programmed 
works and engagement with the Village Council, who could input local 
knowledge, funnel concerns and help with wider communications.  Ward 
Councillors and Cllr Eastwood to make enquiries with regard to the works 
schedule for Oxenhope, including highway, green space and parks 
maintenance. 

 
408/25 Planning Applications 

a) 24/04855/CLP – 21 Crossfield Road, Oxenhope 
Use of dwelling for hairdressing for private individual clients. 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council supports this planning application. 
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b) 25/00148/HOU – Stone Ends Cottage, Hebden Bridge Road, Oxenhope 
Removal of outbuilding and formation of parking to same level as access track with 
additional accommodation under. 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 

 
409/25 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 

a) Horseshoe Dam (Warden) 
Discussion took place around the requested costs for replacement of the daisy heads on 
the sculpture within the Horseshoe Dam and what material should be used. Agreed to use 
painted stainless steel, with the Warden to install once made. Budget approved. 
Resident asked if there was any information about the sculpture on Facebook. Cllr 
Eastwood stated that there is detailed information about the Sculpture Trail on the Village 
Council website and on Facebook, with QR codes linking to details from each one. Cllr 
Goulding enquired who owned the sculpture. Cllr Eastwood confirmed the Village Council 
owns all the sculptures.  

b) Devolution – Town & Parish Councils 
Discussion took place re. potential further devolution of services from Bradford Council. 
Cllr Cameron asked if funding would be attached to the assets and services being devolved. 
It was noted that engagement with Bradford Council was not particularly effective and the 
previously agreed Parish Charter, setting out service elevel expectations in response to 
Local Council enquries, was not being followed. Cllr Eastwood stated he ha dbeen raising 
similar concerns and had volunteered to host the next Local Councils liaison meeting in 
Oxenhope. 

 
410/25 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted and no additional actions proposed. 
 
411/25 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. Cllr Goulding and the Warden to make enquiries with regard to 

options for improvements to the watercourse and to investigate further an exposed electrical 
cable.  

 
412/25  Correspondence 
 Resolved: 

a) Request for Grit Bin on Denby Mount to be progressed. The Village Council to request 
supply of an additional community grit bin and cover related costs. 

b) Ward Cllr Poulsen to be contacted and requested to make enquries with regard to the 
provision of a litter bin and emptying at the bottom of Stones Lane. 

c) To note the request from West Yorkshire Prepared (Local Resilience Forum) with regard to a 
Community Resilience Survey. Details previously shared for information and completion by 
individuals. 

d) To note previously supplied details of several funds and grants. 
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413/25 Financial Matters  
 

Resolved: 
  

a) To authorise the following payments: - 
 

Payee Amount Description 

SLCC Subscription £190.00 Annual subscription 

Association of Natural 
Burial Grounds £73.00 Renewal of annual membership 

Quality Garden 
Supplies £214.00 Additional grit for OVC bins 

 
b) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports. 

 
c) Not to award requested grant funding towards materials for the herb garden in the Rose 

Garden. Alternative solutions to be promoted and arranged, coordinated by Cllr Harvie. 
 
414/25 Minor items and items for next agenda 

a) Cllr Eastwood gave an overview of an ongoing dispute with regard to Christmas Lights 
electricity charges. Bills approaching £2,000 had been received and were being challenged 
as the charges seemed excessive. Consumption estimates were very high and the utility 
company had been charging a daily rate throughout each year, even though the supply was 
only used during the festive period. Some progress had been made and a more appropriate 
tariff proposed. It was hoped that the retrospective billing issues would be resolved shortly 
and future charges would more accurately reflect usage. 

b) The Herbert Hargreaves commemorative plaque has now been received. Following a 
meeting with Oxenhope Fisheries arrangements have been made with all parties, including 
the family, to organise installation.  

c) Cllr Cameron stated that the Community Association Chair is to retire and they are looking 
for a suitable volunteer. Cllr Joomun agreed to take this on. 

 
415/25 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 12th March 

2025, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.02 p.m. 


