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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12th MARCH 2025 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr Neal Cameron 
 Cllr Ashwaan Joomun 
 Cllr Rachel Woodington 
 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present:  Worth Valley Ward Councillors Rebecca Poulsen, Chris Herd and Russell Brown. 
 3 Members of the public. 

 
Minutes 

   
416/25 Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Adrian Farley, Robert Goulding, Debbie Harvie 

and Nick Pearce. The reasons given for absence were approved. 
 
417/25 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
418/25 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 12th February 2025 were confirmed as a 
true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted with the following update: -  
i. Former Toilets on Shaw Lane – Cllr Eastwood reported that the Assistant Director of 

Neighbourhoods had advised that arrangements for the transfer had been finalised 
and correspondence from the Estates Team was imminent. 

 
419/25 Public Question Time 

a) A resident who had raised rights of way issues at a previous meeting was present. The Chair 
provided a short update on discussion with Bradford Council. The condition of Church Lane 
was mentioned and the Village Council was asked to contact Bradford Counci’s Highways 
service. The resident agreed to provide further information and a meeting was arranged 
with Ward Cllr Chris Herd. 

b) A member of the public stated the ‘slow’ sign that used to be painted on Marsh Lane before 
resurfacing works needed to be replaced. This had been raised with Highways previously. 
Ward Cllr Herd to discuss with the resident and progress. 

c) Repeater signs within Village – Cllr Cameron reported that the speed limit repeater discs 
that used to be on the old lamp posts have not be fitted to the new lamp posts. Ward Cllr 
Poulsen to contact the relevant CBMDC Team. 

d) Speeding within Village – Cllr Eastwood stated that this issue needs to be revisited. 
Suggested that a meeting is arranged with attendance by Highways and the Police. Ward Cllr 
Poulsen to discuss at the next pertnerships meeting. 

e) Jen Whitaker from St Mary’s Church thanked Cllr Eastwood, the Clerk and Ward Cllr Herd for 
attending the Service of Collation and Induction of Reverend Denise Hayes. 
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f) A concerned resident requested that a ‘No HGV’ sign be installed at the junction of Harry 
Lane and Keighley Road. Also at the junction of Mill Lane and Station Road. 

 
420/25 Guest Speakers 

a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors 
Cllr Rebecca Poulsen:- 
i Council Tax - Reported that in the Budget it had been agreed to raise the Council Tax 

by 9.99%. 
ii Hebden Bridge Road closure – Trying to ascertain exactly what, when and where this 

road closure is to take place. Requested a site visit with Highways and contractor on 
site which is to take place on 20th March at 2 pm. There are two culverts which need to 
be repaired but are hoping that a solution can be found that enables the road to be 
kept open. It was agreed that the proposed diversion route presented it’s own 
problems. It was also noted that Calderdale Council are due to do repairs on their 
section of the same road, but no firm details were available. 

iii Play Area – Attended play area next to school. Requested more bark for area. Will 
attend the Mallard View play area as soon as possible. 

iv Waste bin on Stones Lane – Request for provision made to Cleansing Team. Cllr 
Eastwood stated that Oxenhope Village Council is willing to pay for the bin but do not 
have the resource to empty it. Need a definite location of bin to be identified where it 
can be fixed in place. 

v Heights Lane layby fly tipping – Police Sargeant Boothman had looked at the layby and 
it had been pretty clear. Confirmed that this layby is on their patrol list. To confirm 
with Village Warden if he has been cleaning the layby up. 

vi Oxenhope C of E Primary School – Reported Ofsted rating is ‘Good’ which is good 
news. 

Cllr Chris Herd: - 
vii Operation Steerside (Vehicles & Anti Social Behaviour) – Ongoing and will be keeping 

an eye on findings. If residents notice anything they should report it. 
viii Community Pay Back – Discussion took place as to how this could be used within the 

Village. Suggested that they could help with the Rose Garden, although it was accepted 
that guidance and careful supervision would be needed. Maintenance of the driveway 
at the allotments was mentioned and will be explored further with the Village Warden 
as to viability.  

ix EV Charging – Communication received before meeting. Suggested that Richard Gelder 
and his team at CBMDC should be able to assist with this project. Also Ward Officer 
Alice Bentley and Barry Cusack.  

x Harry Lane setts – Still chasing re-instatement. 
xi Gully clearing – Recent visit to the village noted. Some confusion over information 

sharing. The Chair stated it had been unnecessarily frustrating, with the Warden pulling 
together a list only to be told to enter each gully request online, only to then find that 
the contractor wasn’t provided with any of the information submitted. It was agreed 
that better communication was needed, as the Village Council has local knowledge that 
could help to direct resources more effectively. 

xii Devolution of Town and Parish Councils – Further discussion to be progressed at the 
Bradford & Local Councils Liaison Meetings following issues raised by Joe Cooney and 
Keighley Town Council. Cllr Eastwood stated that Oxenhope Village Council would be 
hosting the next meeting. 

xiii Bus Shelter Marsh Lane – The provision of a shelter on Marsh Lane between the 
junctions of Moorhouse Lane and Old Oxenhope Lane has been refused, due to 
insufficient foot fall. 

xiv Flytipping Camera Nab Water Lane – This should be installed early April. 
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xv 2025 City of Culture – Work on Penistone Hill installation should commence on 25th 
April. 

Cllr Russell Brown: - 
xvi EV Charging – There is a project to look at charging points working directly from lamp 

posts. There have been 367 potential lamp posts identified. Cllr Cameron stated that 
consideration had not been given to the fact that the current lamp posts cannot 
support a charging point at the moment. Further work to develop an approach to 
trailing leads in public areas is underway. 

xvii City of Culture – Successful bid for producing small discs for display around the Ward. 
Any group interested in being involved to contact Ward Cllr Brown. 

 
421/25 Planning Applications 

a) 24/00380/HOU – 2-3 Dol Denholme Road, Oxenhope BD22 9SL 
Partial demolition and reconstruction of extensions to an existing outbuilding to from a 
garden room and workshop / store. 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 

 
b) 25/00508/HOU – 20 Waterside Mill, Denholme Road, Oxenhope BD22 9NP 

Conversion of garage to habitable room and replacement of garage door with window on 
front. 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

c) 25/00543/FUL – Manorlands, Keighley Road, Oxenhope BD22 9HJ 
Permanent retention of temporary office building originally approved under applications 
14/04006/FUL and 19/03873/FUL. 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. However, it would 
like to point out that visitors to Manorlands are occasionally parking on the main road 
directly on the junction with Harry Lane. This is causing a visibility hazard to users of the 
junction. The Village Council would request that consideration be given to parking 
provision and travel planning as part of any consent. 

 
d) 25/00126/FUL – 2 Upper Isle Farm, Isle Lane, Oxenhope BD22 9QF 

Demolition of porch on property and works to reinstate the former arched opening. 
Conversion and extension of existing detached barn to include raising the height and 
construction of extension and raised terrace for ancillary ground mounted solar panels and 
battery storage shed on adjacent land. Demolition of stables (amended application 
number). 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council objects to this planning application. The property has already 
been extensively extended in the past. The proposed development amounts to further, 
significant extension which would substantially increase the scale of the property and 
change the distinctive, local farmhouse design which sits well within the setting. Proposed 
changes to scale and design would have an adverse impact on visual amenity given the 
location in a prominent position within the village. 
 

e) 25/00640/VOC – Land at West Shaw Lane, Oxenhope 
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning approval 23/04354/FUL. Approved 
plans and elevations for plot A to be amended to incorporate the internal changes to 
better suit market needs, external changes to show better external detailing size and 
proportion of stone features. 
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Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 

 
422/25 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 

a) Rose Garden update – Cllr Cameron 
A meeting was held in the Rose Garden on 16th February between Cllr Cameron, a resident 
and the Village Warden. The following obeservations were made: - 
• Two long borders need weeding urgently. 
• Some of the existing Rhododendrons and Azaleas need to be resited as currently too 

close. 
• Remove self seeded Holly and Lycesteria where suffocating trees and shrubs. 
• Possibly appeal for donations of tough, low growing ground cover plants. 
• Check manhole for land drainage to ensure running clear (subsequently confirmed). 
• Suggestion that the Climate Action Group’s Incredible Edible initiative could be 

extended around the bottom corner and up the West Drive side towards the ramp. 
• Suggestion to advertise that produce is available for the community to pick and that a 

suitable sign should be provided within the Rose Garden to explain the purpose. 
• Fruit bush area needs a thicker layer of bark chippings if membrane is to remain. If 

removed then soil needs enriching with bark chippings being replaced after to help 
suppress weeds. 

• Suggestion for central area to have all three beds removed and initially grassed over. 
• Suggestion that one future plan could be to consider planting with ornamental trees 

and / or fruit trees, but take into consideration spread. These could be underplanted 
with various bulbs. 
 

b) Litter Bin on Stones Lane – Cllr Eastwood 
Item covered under Ward Cllrs feedback. 
 

c) Request from member of public regarding Nos. 6 & 8 Back Leeming, Oxenhope – Cllr 
Eastwood 
Discussion took place. No one at the meeting could provide any information regarding 
these properties and why they were no longer on a map. Decision to put request on social 
media to see if the community can shed any light on the matter. 
 

d) Grit bin on Denby Mount – Cllr Eastwood 
To note that this has now been installed and filled, funded by the Village Council and 
added to the Council’s Community Grit Bin register for future maintenance. 
 

e)  Rights of Way response – Cllr Eastwood 
• Concerns over encroaching parking at Stones End Cottage – Rights of Way Officer did 

comment but issue now resolved by owner submitting a revised planning application. 
• Concern at Dyke Nook is deemed not to be an issue since the garden waste was at the 

side of the footpath and essentially on private land. The footpath was found to be 
open and the legal width (1.2m) had not been encroached upon. 

• Concern around Hard Nese Lane and other tracks in the area of Stones Common is 
unresolved at the moment. Highways are involved with a request to upgrade the 
footpath to a bridal way. No time scale is known. 

 
423/25 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted and no additional actions proposed. 
 
424/25 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
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425/25  Correspondence 

Resolved: 
a) Request from Allotment Holders to replace further gates on plots was agreed and will be 

progressed incrementally. 
 
426/25 Financial Matters  

Resolved: 
a) To authorise the following payment: - 

 

Payee Amount Description 

Oxenhope Methodist 
Church £40.00 Room Hire for January and February 

2025 

 
b) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports. Cllr Eastwood stated that Oxenhope 

Village Council’s year-end budget forecast appeared favourable. Any surplus would roll over 
into the new financial year and could make a contribution to planned projects. Cllr Cameron 
stated that there is a need to begin applying for grants to assist with delivery of some of the 
‘unfunded’ projects discussed when the budget was set. This could be discussed in greater 
detail at the upcoming development and planning meeting. 
 

c) To approve in principle the expenditure for works required on the boundary hedge at 
Allotments. To note the cost of the works was queried and enquiries are to be made with 
local farmers by two Councillors present. Agreed to authorise expenditure up to £1,000, if a 
lower cost solution cannot be quickly identified, noting that the work needs to be done 
before the end of the month. 

 
d) Not to make a donation to the West Yorkshire Red Squirrel Alliance. 

 
427/25 Minor items and items for next agenda 

a) Cllr Eastwood reported that the Herbert Hargreaves commemorative plaque has now been 
installed outside Oxenhope Fisheries. There is more information about this on the Village 
Council website. 

b) Cllr Eastwood thanked the Clerk for pursuing a complaint with nPower with regard to the 
unmetered supply serving the Rose Garden Christmas Lights, and electricity bills in excess 
of £2,000, which had now been resolved. The Council has made a retrospective payment of 
£362.45, which following adjustments to previous outstanding bills and a compensation 
discount, settles the matter. Future billing will be based on a more reasonable and 
appropriate tarriff, without a daily charge. 

 
428/25 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 9th April 

2025, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 To note the Annual Parish Meeting will be held in advance, commencing at 7.15 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m. 


