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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9th APRIL 2025 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Robert Goulding 
 Cllr. Neal Cameron 
 Cllr. Adrian Farley 
 Cllr. Debbie Harvie 
 Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun 
 Cllr. Nick Pearce 
 Cllr. Rachel Woodington 
 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present:  Worth Valley Ward Councillors Rebecca Poulsen, Chris Herd and Russell Brown. 
 5 Members of the public. 

 
Minutes 

   
429/25 Apologies for Absence 
 None received. 
 
430/25 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
431/25 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 12th March 2025 were confirmed as a 
true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted with the following update: -  
i. Former toilets on Shaw Lane – Cllr. Eastwood reported that we had received 

communication from Bradford Council outlining an offer for the asset transfer. 
 
432/25 Public Question Time 

a) A resident from ‘The Square’ requested support in trying to find a way to resurface a 10 
metre stretch of road, at the junction of Beatrice Street and Lowertown. Discussion took 
place and offers of assistance were provided. An indicative quote was obtained during the 
meeting and the resident advised to ascertain if any grants are available. The resident was 
requested to provide contact details to assist with follow up enquiries and support. 
 

433/25 Guest Speakers 
a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors 

Cllr. Rebecca Poulsen:- 
i Operation Steerside (Vehicles & Anti Social Behaviour) – took place over the weekend 

using intelligence received from local farmers. Proved to be a successful day. Cllr. 
Eastwood read out the report received from PS Adam Boothman. Cllr. Eastwood 
thanked the Ward Cllrs. for their contribution. 
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ii Hill House Edge – site visit to discuss the condition of the sides of the road since usage 
will increase once A6033 is closed. Request made for works be undertaken to repair 
the more severely eroded points. 

iii CCTV Camera – disappointed to note that it had still not been installed, even though a 
date had been given as 1st April 2025. Will chase as to when it will be actioned. 

iv Bin installation (Stones Lane) – all bin installations are now on hold due to Bradford 
Council not having an operative available. Hoping to employ someone soon so it can be 
progressed. 

v Repeater signs – these will be replaced. Cllrs. stated that some old lampposts were still 
insitu. Ward Cllr. Poulsen explained that this was due to them being more complicated 
to replace and the external contractor was only engaged to replace the simpler ones. 
The remaining lampposts will be replaced by NorthernPowerGrid. 

Cllr. Russell Brown: - 
vi City of Culture – requested any interested groups that wish to take part in the 

production of the discs to be displayed around the ward to contact him directly. 
Cllr. Chris Herd: - 
vii Grit bin provision for Marsh Lane – a request was made for the provision of a grit bin 

on the triangle outside the chapel on Marsh Lane. Cllr. Eastwood explained that a 
rational for the provision of grit bins was being worked up but in the interim each case 
was considered on its merits. As there was no bin nearby and as the triangle is not 
gritted by Bradford Highways and is a shared access for several properties, it was 
agreed to supply a community grit bin at this location.  

viii City of Culture – noted that the build at Penistone will commence on 25th April 2025. It 
is expected that approximately 35,000 – 45,000 visitors will come to the village via 
K&WVR to see the building.  

ix Stones Common – visited site with Richard Todd (Highways) and Warden. Noted that 
ground was wet, some trees needed felling and there was a lot of Japenese Knotweed. 
Noted that Linda Stafford and James Normington had also been at the site. Highways 
are looking into options but Ward Cllr. Herd would like to see the Japenese Knotweed 
eradicated before it spreads into the neighbouring fields. 

x Harry Lane (HGVs) – Further to a resident requesting restriction signs ‘Unsuitable for 
HGVs’ at junctions of Harry Lane / Keighley Road and Mill Lane / Station Road 
discussions have taken place with Bradford Council. Further information was requested 
and has been provided and signs will be provided. Highways will also raise with Police. 

xi Speeding restrictions (West Shaw Lane, Stone Lane, Moorside Lane, Lee Lane and 
Hawksbridge Lane) – these were discussed in a previous meeting and comments fed 
back to Bradford Council. An order has now been issued and will come into force on 
11th April 2025. 

 
Members congratulated Ward Cllr. Chris Herd on being elected Mayor of Keighley Town 
Council for 2025/26. 

 
b) Other guest speakers. 

Chair welcomed the Rev. Denise Hayes to the meeting and hoped that she would be able to 
attend future meetings on occasion. Discussion then took place regarding the approval and 
location of way markers for the Sculpture Trail. Approval was given and locations agreed. 
Warden to action. 
 

434/25 Planning Applications 
a) 25/00632/LBC – Yate House Lane, Oxenhope BD22 9HL 

Replacement of existing windows to front elevation. 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
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435/25 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 

a) Community Asset Transfer of Public Toilets 
Cllr. Eastwood referred to correspondence received with regard to the application to 
transfer the toilets made by the Village Council in 2019. In the documentation Bradford 
Council had agreed to the sale of the toilets for £1, but stipulated that the sale needed to 
be advertised which would cost £2,500. Oxenhope Village Council approved the proposed 
terms of sale and the indicative advertising costs and noted the potential for legal costs. 
The Clerk to respond to Bradford accordingly and progress the transfer. 

b) Development and Planning Meeting 
Cllr. Eastwood explained that the purpose of the meeting was to spend time as a group 
outside of a formal meeting, to discuss future plans and developments for Oxenhope 
Village Council and delivery of community projects. Meeting to be held at Cllr. Goulding’s 
farm and to include a tour of the farm. A resident had asked if there was a 2-3 year plan in 
place for the Rose Garden. This will be discussed at the meeting. Cllr. Goulding to poll some 
dates via WhatsApp for a Tuesday evening. 
 

436/25 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted and no additional actions proposed. 
 
437/25 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
 
438/25  Correspondence 

Resolved: 
a) To progress with purchase of public toilets and approve all associated costs. 
b) To note arrangements and requirements for the external audit as outlined by PKF Littlejohn 

and to approve any associated costs. 
 
439/25 Financial Matters  

Resolved: 
a) To authorise the following payments: - 

 

Payee Amount Description 

Oxenhope Millennium 
Green £2,000.00 Annual Support Grant 

Oxenhope Millennium 
Green £30 Oxenhope Village Fete Stall Fee 

YLCA £813 Annual Subscription 

Mark Whitaker £26.55 Expenses (Mileage) 

 
b) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.  
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440/25 Minor items and items for next agenda 
a) Cllr Eastwood enquired whether plans were in palce and whether anything needed to be 

purchased for the ‘Love Oxenhope Day’ which is to take place on Saturday 26th April 2025. 
Cllr. Harvie responded that everything was in hand and only refreshments would be 
required. 
 

441/25 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 14th May 

2025, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.25 p.m. 


