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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14th MAY 2025 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Robert Goulding 
 Cllr. Neal Cameron 
 Cllr. Debbie Harvie 
 Cllr. Rachel Woodington 
 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present:  Worth Valley Ward Councillors Rebecca Poulsen and Chris Herd. 
 6 Members of the public attended the meeting including Rev. Denise Hayes and 

PCSO Nola Moran. 
 

Minutes 
   
442/25 Election of Chair and Vice Chair for 2025/26 

Cllrs Eastwood and Goulding were proposed and voted in unanimously as Chair and Vice 
Chair of the Council, by Members present. 

 
443/25 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Adrian Farley, Ashwaan Joomun, Nick 
Pearce and Ward Cllr Russell Brown. The reasons given for absence were approved. 

 
444/25 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
445/25 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 9th April 2025 were confirmed and 
adopted as a true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted with the following update: -  
i. Former toilets on Shaw Lane – Cllr. Eastwood to chase for an update from Bradford 

Council. 
ii. Baby Barn Farm – Cllr. Cameron enquired about the Planning Enforcement meetings 

previously held with Bradford Council. He stated that Baby Barn Farm resembled a 
scrap yard and wondered if this was being dealt with. Cllr Eastwood to resume 
discussion with Bradford Council’s Planning Department. 

 
446/25 Public Question Time 

a) A resident enquired how the precept was calculated and raised concerns about the 
percentage increase. The Chair explained the budget process followed and stated that the 
numerical increase amounted to an additional £22.26 (or less than 43 pence per week) at 
Band D. It was further stated that the percentage increase was high as a result of the 
Council’s budget being relatively small.  

b) A resident raised the matter of the designation of Church Lane since they felt it should be a 
road not a path and the issue of the presence of Japenese Knotweed. Discussion took place. 
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Cllr. Eastwood to contact the Rights of Way Officer to enquire further about rights of way 
and maintenance issues. Ward Cllr. Herd to contact Bradford Council with regard to 
treatment of the Japanese Knotweed. 

c) Thanks were received from a resident of The Square for help provided in filling some of the 
pot holes following discussion at a previous meeting. 

d) A resident mentioned complaints and incidents involving a dog at Leeming with a tendancy 
to jump up at people including children. The Chair stated that the complaint had been 
referred to the appropriate agencies and it was not appropriate to discuss further in public. 
 

447/25 Guest Speakers 
a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors 

Cllr. Rebecca Poulsen:- 
i Wall works at Cricket Club – the wall has been deemed unsafe and it is unfortunate as 

to the location of the traffic lights that have to be used. 
ii Lower Town Springs – works have been programmed in for an over night repair. 
iii Hill House Edge Lane – improvements are being made to the verges to accommodate 

the expected increase in traffic due to the closure of Hebden Road. The CCTV camera 
still needs to be installed. 

iv Proposed Wind Farm – consultation event taking place on Saturday 17th May at 12:00 
to 17:00 at the Community Centre. 

v Changes to Ward Officer Post – Alice Bentley is leaving and Sally Teasdale will cover 
her duties temporarily while the recruitment process is completed. 

Cllr. Chris Herd: - 
vi The Square, Lowertown – further pot holes need filling and will try and obtain some 

more fill. 
vii BBC Countryfile – the presenters have been in the village talking to local farmers, 

observing sheep being shorn and speaking to game keepers. 
viii Wall works at Cricket Club – there had been an issue with articulated vehicles and 

buses having difficulty negotiating the road works. Will be speaking to company in 
charge of road works to see if the lights can be positioned differently to accommodate 
this. 

b) Other guest speakers. 
i. Rev. Hayes raised an issue of vehicles parking on the pavement causing parents with 

toddlers and prams onto the very busy road. Has had a word with one of the drivers 
concerned and it did get better for a few days but the vehicles are now parking back on 
the pavement. Cllr Harvie suggested a letter from the Council but it was unknown if the 
vehicle owners were even residents of the village. Cllr. Eastwood to liaise with the 
PCSO to produce an advisory letter that can then be put onto the windscreen of the 
offending vehicles by the PCSO. 

ii. Rev. Hayes mentioned that a Rogation Service was to be held on Sunday 25th May at 3 
pm at St. Mary’s Church and all are welcome. 

iii. PCSO Nola Moran provided some statistics on crime in the village between 1st April and 
14th May. There had been several garage break-ins to steal motorbikes so wanted to 
alert the community. Suggested having a table outside the next meeting to provide 
security information. 

 
448/25 Planning Applications 

a) 25/01601/PNH – Fieldhead Cottage, Fieldhead, Oxenhope BD22 0EJ – Construction of 
single storey rear extension. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
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b) 25/01481/HOU – Sycamore Cottage, 12 Moorhouse Lane, Oxenhope BD22 9RY – Single 
storey extension to North East elevation. Existing garage conversion to form bedroom. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

c) 25/01263/FUL – Mayfield, Station Road, Oxenhope BD22 9JT – Construction of detached 3 
bedroom dwelling 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council does not support this application. 

 
449/25 Appointments 
 Item deferred until the Planning and Development meeting on 20th May 2025. 
 
450/25 Annual Review of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Policies 

Resolved: 
To note the annual review of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Policies and to confirm 

as satisfactory. The Clerk to revise the Financial Regulations and Standing Orders following the 

release of updated model templates by the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) that 

reflect minor changes introduced by the Procurement Act, which became law with effect from 

February 2025. The Council’s Risk Management Policy to also be updated and presented to a 

future meeting. 

 
451/25 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 

a) Heights Lane Complaints and proposed signage. 
Discussion took place with regard to resident complaints about anti social behaviour and 
fly tipping in the lay-by at Heights Lane. Cllr. Eastwood explained his subsequent 
discussions with the Police and Bradford Council and proposed that the Village Council 
erected suitable signage on a trial basis (as per appendix 2 in the agenda).  
 
Resolved: 
Signage to be produced and displayed. 
 

b) Village Council development and planning meeting. 
To take place on Tuesday 20th May 2025 at 7 pm. 

c) Dog Fouling signs. 
There was a request for ‘Dog Fouling’ signage. Oxenhope Village Council does not have a 
supply of these available but Bradford Council’s Ward Officer has provided them 
previously.   

d) Beacon Lighting for VE Day celebrations. 
Cllr. Goulding stated that the beacon event had been well attended with 60+ residents. The 
Chair thanked Cllr Goulding for organising the celebrations. 

e) Rose Garden and Allotments. 
Cllr. Cameron stated that Mare’s Tail in the Rose Garden and the Allotments was taking 
over. Cllr. Eastwood stated that this would be passed onto the Warden. 
Cllr. Cameron stated that the Climate Action Team had raised the matter of access to water 
within the Rose Garden and wondered if a supply could be installed. They are currently 
using a supply from Cllr. Cameron. Cllr. Eastwood stated that this had been looked into in 
the past and it would have cost a prohibitive sum which the Council considered was not 
viable.  Suggestion made to consider collection of surface and land drainage water using 
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water butts. Cllr. Goulding stated he could potentially supply something suitable for use. 
Matter to be looked into further. 

 
452/25 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted and no additional actions proposed. 
 
453/25 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
 
454/25  Correspondence 

a) Calderdale Energy Park (Wind Farm) consultation was noted. 
 
455/25 Financial Matters  

Resolved: 
a) To authorise the following payments: - 

 

Payee Amount Description 

Oxenhope Methodist 
Church 

£40.00 Room Hire for March and April 

Zurich Insurance £505.83 Annual Insurance policy renewal 

 
b) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.  
c) To renew authorisation for the following recurring payment arrangements:- 

i. Lloyds Bank Procurement Cards fee (currently hold two cards at £3 each per month) 
ii. Unity Trust Bank Service Charges (currently £6 per month) 
iii. Information Commissioners Office Registration Fee (currently £45 per annum) 
iv. Home working and printing allowances for Clerk (currently £35 per month) 
v. Scribe Finance Software (currently £67.20 per month) 
vi. Mobile phones for Clerk and Warden (variable amount per month, dependent on 

usage. Typically less than £20 for the two) 
vii. HMRC Tax & NIC contributions (currently £1,538.82 per month) 
viii. WYPF Employers contributions (currently £297.68 per month) 

 
456/25 Minor items and items for next agenda 
 To note minor items and items for the next agenda. 
 
457/25 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 11th June 

2025, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. 
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