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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9th JULY 2025 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Neal Cameron 
 Cllr. Adrian Farley 
 Cllr. Debbie Harvie 
 Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun 
 Cllr. Nick Pearce 
 Cllr. Rachel Woodington 
 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present:  Worth Valley Ward Councillor Rebecca Poulsen. 
 12 members of the public attended the meeting. 
 

 
Minutes 

   
473/25 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Robert Goulding and Ward Cllrs. Russell 
Brown and Chris Herd. The reasons given for absence were approved. 

 
474/25 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
475/25 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on11th June 2025 were confirmed and 
adopted as a true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted with no further updates. 
 
476/25 Public Participation 
 Residents attending the meeting raised concerns regarding the proposed development on land 

at Moorhouse Lane, just off Crossfield Road. Concerns were raised that properties cannot be 
classed as affordable housing, no accommodation for the exising fauna and flora has been 
evidenced with trees on site already cut down. Development is on Green Belt land when 
brownfield sites are available. 

 
477/25 Guest Speakers 

a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors 
Cllr. Rebecca Poulsen:- 
i Straw Race – judged the fancy dress categories. 
ii Hill House Edge – the camera purchased by Calderdale Council has now been installed 

and will be monitored by Calderdale Council. A data sharing agreement with Bradford 
Council has been agreed. Inspected the edges of the road to ensure they were in good 
condition due to the increase in traffic due to the closure of Hebden Road, which is still 
on target to re-open on 18th July using traffic lights. Cllr Cameron asked if there are any 
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sanctions if the road doesn’t open on 18th July. Cllr. Poulsen responded that there 
weren’t any. 

iii Harry Lane setts – these have been replaced and look good. 
iv Planning Appeals – reported that the enforcement notices served on the owners of 6 

the Vales are now with the Secretary of State. 
v Fete – Chris Herd wanted to confirm that he will help. 
vi Manorlands – will be singing at the Garden Party. 
vii Moorhouse Lane – Cllr. Joomun enquired when white lines would be painted due to 

some drivers not being road wise. Response was that there is a programme and they 
will be replaced as soon as possible. 

b) Other guest speakers. 
No other attendees. 
 

478/25 Planning Applications 
a) 25/01814/PIP – Land at Moorhouse Lane, Oxenhope – Construction of 9 No. dwellings off 

Crossfield Road (application in principle on Green Belt land, formerly proposed as potential 
housing allocation during Local Plan consultations – site reference OX 1/H). 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council objects to this development on the following grounds:  
 
The proposal does not take account of Oxenhope Neighbourhood Plan policies and does not 
seek to meet the housing need in Oxenhope.  
 
The Village Council does not accept that delays with the Local Plan and the designation of a 
five year supply of development sites across the whole of the Bradford district indicates 
that there is a demonstrable unmet need for the type of development proposed in 
Oxenhope. Those are distinctly separate considerations. The latter assumption does not 
follow the former statement of fact.  
 
The application refers to the development meeting housing need in the village. That is an 
unsubstantiated and factually incorrect statement. The economic benefits of meeting actual 
rather than perceived housing need would be an important consideration in the planning 
balance and relevant to the future sustainability of the village. Consenting to this 
development, however, would not deliver considerable benefits and would not address the 
housing supply and delivery challenges faced across the district.  
 
Whilst local plan policies may well be out of date, Oxenhope does have the benefit of a 
made Neighbourhood Plan. The policies contained in the Oxenhope Neighbourhood Plan 
seek to ensure that new housing meets the needs of the local community and contribute to 
and reinforce the distinctive built environment. This application demonstrates neither of 
these things.  
 
Of particular relevance and concern is the overwhelming need for affordable homes in 
Oxenhope, rather than for executive 3/4/5 bedroom detached homes (61% of residents 
responding to the Neighbourhood Plan housing survey considered affordable housing to be 
a priority). 
 
The Oxenhope Neighbourhood Plan reflects local views and preferences and seeks to 
support construction of individual homes and infill development, followed by sites of 
between 1-5 new homes. Larger schemes were considered inappropriate during plan 
making consultations.  
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Contrary to Neighbourhood Plan policy H4, this application does not evidence consideration 
and inclusion of green infrastructure provisions, such as wildlife corridors or green buffers. 
The proposals do not demonstrate how measurable net gains for biodiversity of at least 
10% will be secured. There is no evidence to suggest the proposals would improve and 
extend connections to existing green networks, to ensure access to all residents. The site in 
question has an abundance of wildlife that would be displaced by the development 
(residents have described the presence of badger, newts and bats amongst other protected 
species).  
 
The land in question is designated green belt and the Village Council is not persuaded by 
the applicants arguments with regard to the development creating a stronger green belt 
boundary. The Council is concerned to ensure that interpretations and decisions with 
regard to green belt development occur with full consideration of the implications and 
precedents that might be set with regard to future development in Oxenhope.  
 
The Village Council is fundamentally opposed to the view that green belt development is 
needed in Oxenhope to assist Bradford district with meeting housing need.  
 
If this application is recommended for approval the Village Council would request referral to 
Planning Committee to enable the local community and the Village Council full opportunity 
to comment further. 

 
479/25 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 

a) Re-roofing of playground shelter – discussion took place and concerns were raised 
regarding safety of the roof. Agreed Cllr. Pearce to contact Bradford Council. 

b) Barking dogs – discussion took place. Agreed Chair / Clerk to contact Bradford Council to 
ascertain if kennels need a licence and to raise awareness of barking dog noise. 

c) Marsh Common proposed shelter – Cllr. Pearce has a sketch of a proposed shelter. 
d) Marsh Common Knotweed – agreed to go ahead with treatment and approved 

expenditure. 
e) Marsh Common Culvert location – discussion took place and agreed to arrange a site 

meeting in September 2025 between Councillors, Warden and a resident with local 
knowledge with a view to coming up with a plan for the way forward. Item to be added to 
the outstanding issues table. 

f) Allotments tree pruning – expenditure approved for the crown lift on trees over Plots 13a 
and 13b and also the provision of 5 No. gates. 

 
480/25 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted and no additional actions proposed. 
 
481/25 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
 
482/25  Correspondence 

a) Invitation from the Lord Mayor of Bradford was noted. 
b) Consultation information on the review of polling districts and polling places was noted. 

 
483/25 Financial Matters  

Resolved: 
a) To appoint SD Audit and Consultancy as the Council’s Internal Auditor for the next 3 years 

(subject to annual review). To approve the quotation received and authorise expenditure. 
b) To authorise the following payments: - 
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Payee Amount Description 

Bradford Council 
(Neighbourhoods & 
Community Services) 

£5,616 
Staffing costs for Oxenhope Youth 
Club 2024/25 (additional sessions 
funded by the Village Council). 

 
c) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.  

 
484/25 Minor items and items for next agenda 
 To note the following minor items: 
 

a) Cllr. Harvie raised the matter of Tourists coming into the village being unsure where to go 
and what to do. Suggested a ‘Finger post’ sign may be helpful. It was noted the Millennium 
Green Trust are planning to improve signage within the Green and a Welcome Map has 
been discussed. Agreed Cllr. Eastwood to explore further and report back in due course.  

b) Cllr. Farley raised the matter of the Fair Trade project and his intention to progress within 
the village. Cllr. Cameron suggested including the farm shops around the village. 

c) Cllr. Woodington informed the meeting that she will be stepping down as a councillor with 
immediate effect. Chair and Clerk to notify Bradford Council and progress the process for 
filling the vacancy, in line with statutory requirements. 

d) The Village Fete is taking place on the Millennium Green on Saturday 19th July 2025. 
 
485/25 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 10th 

September 2025, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.53 p.m. 


