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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2025 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Robert Goulding (Vice Chair) 
 Cllr. Neal Cameron 
 Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun 
 
 Mark Whitaker (Village Warden) 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present:  Worth Valley Ward Councillors Rebecca Poulsen and Chris Herd. 
 3 members of the public attended the meeting. 
 

 
Minutes 

   
486/25 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Adrian Farley, Debbie Harvie and Ward 
Cllr. Russell Brown. The reasons given for absence were approved. 

 
487/25 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
488/25 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 9th July 2025 were confirmed and 
adopted as a true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted. 
i. Toilet buildings on Recreation Ground – Cllr. Eastwood reported no further progress 

and will chase again with CBMDC. Ward Cllr. Poulsen offered to also push for a 
progress update. 

ii. EV Charging points – Cllr. Goulding reported no further progress. Will obtain an up 
to date quote for next meeting. Ward Cllr. Herd to revisit matter with CBMDC. Cllr. 
Goulding and Ward Cllr. Herd to liaise further on the matter and report back at next 
meeting. 

iii. Natural Burial Ground – Cllr. Goulding reported no further progress. Discussion took 
place and conclusion was for Cllr. Goulding and Ward Cllr. Poulsen to discuss further. 

iv. Marsh Common – Cllr. Cameron to speak to a company who could provide a shelter 
to ascertain if it could be clad in stone. In the meantime, a working group is to be 
formed to meet on site to discuss the drainage and culvert issues (Cllrs. Eastwood, 
Goulding, Cameron and the Village Warden). The Village Warden to suggest a date 
once the site has been cleared to enable inspection. so beck can be seen.  

v. Local Council Awards Scheme – Cllr. Eastwood reported that some further 
preliminary work had been progressed. 
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489/25 Public Participation 
 Residents attended the meeting in connection with a planning application at 2 Upper Isle Farm. 

Discussion took place. It was noted that the proposed work will be within the confines of the 
current buildings footprints and the proposed link tunnel is now underground. 

 
490/25 Guest Speakers 

a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors 
Cllr. Rebecca Poulsen:- 
i Speed reduction measures on Lee Lane – objections have been received regarding the 

location of the new national speed limit signs. Residents have been informed that they 
need to contact CBMDC. 

ii Community Café Engagement – will be attending the next meeting. 
iii Station Road Speed Sign – for some reason it is facing the wrong direction which is 

going to be investigated and hopefully sorted. 
iv Marsh Lane – the hedge and tree branches that have been obscuring the speed sign 

have now been cut back. 
v Yorkshire Water (YW) – YW have been and fixed the problem in Station Road next to 

the Millennium Green but they have left the road with a dip in it. This is going to be 
raised with YW. A letter had been sent direct to the Chief Executive of YW pointing out 
all the issues around the village and they had suggested a meeting to progress. A list is 
being produced of all the problems in the village to be discussed at the meeting. 

vi Hebden Bridge Road – it was noted that the roadworks were removed, in line with the 
agreed deadline. 

vii Straw Race – the Beer & Bales presentation event took place last Friday with a 
donation of £25,000 going to Manorlands, amongst other donations to groups around 
the village.  

viii Road Works, Hebden Road – a resident had raised the issue of rubble in the road 
where the repair works are taking place on the wall near the Cricket Club. This had, 
subsequently, been raised with Highways Enforcement who visited the site straight 
away and was assured by the workmen that it would be removed before they left for 
the day. The Enforcement Officer then returned to the site at the end of the day to 
confirm this had been done, which it had. 

ix PCSO – the vacant post has now been filled by Nicola Mann. 
x KWVR – Cllr Poulsen had been a volunteer and was happy to report it had been a 

positive event. 
xi Haworth Education Trust – has funding available for those who wish to persue a career 

in either the Arts or Music and need financial support. 
xii Community Chest Grants – the deadline for applying for a grant is 26th September 

2025. 
xiii Moorhouse Lane – there are some road signs that are missing. These are going to be 

replaced. 
xiv Flags attached to lampposts – there have been recent incidents where flags have been 

attached to lampposts. This can lead to problems with safety and some may present 
problems in the future. CBMDC do not have the resource to remove them all but will 
respond where there are safety concerns. 

 
Cllr. Chris Herd:- 

i Robberies around Village – there have been a few robberies happening around the 
Village so urge residents to be vigilant. 

ii Speed reduction measures on Lee Lane – will be speaking to residents in due course. 
iii HGV sign on Harry Lane – this has now been fixed but only time will tell if it works in 

deterring HGV’s from using the road. 



Signed 8th October  2025  
 

2343 

iv Sets on Harry Lane – noted that the pointing has not been completed, so will be 
chasing up. Cllr. Cameron pointed out that there had been a heavy rainfall shortly 
after they had been pointed, so it will have washed it out. 

v Stones footpath – reported that this is now being used and thanked the Warden for 
his hard work in cutting back the overgrown vegetation. 

vi Penistone Hill Art Installations – reported that the art installations will be getting 
removed soon which will leave a lot of gravel behind. Suggested that this could be 
used around the Village.  

vii Penistone Hill Litter Pick – will be organising a litter pick event with the new Ward 
Officer in the near future. 

viii Hill House Edge Lane New Camera – Cllr. Cameron enquired whether there were any 
statistics available as to how effective these cameras were. Ward Cllr. Herd to enquire 
further. The Warden also stated that there was still fly tipping taking place. Cllr. 
Eastwood described previous discussions with Calderdale and Bradford over how the 
cameras might work. It was agreed that an update on procedure and intelligence 
sharing would be useful.  
 

b) Other guest speakers. 
No other attendees. 
 

491/25 Planning Applications 
a) 25/02837/HOU – Fieldhead Cottage, Field Head Lane, Oxenhope BD22 0EJ – Demolition of 

existing garage and construction of two storey side extension, single storey rear extension 
and single storey outbuilding to the side of the property. 

 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

b) 25/02485/FUL – 2 Upper Isle Farm Isle Lane, Oxenhope BD22 9QF – Demolition of porch to 
front elevation and reinstatement of former arched barn door opening. New transitory 
corridor link extension between house and barn. Refurbishment of existing barn to facilitate 
recreational/leisure facilities (change of use to residential). Refurbishment and alterations 
to existing stables with addition on link extension between stables and barn. Installation of 
ground mounted solar panels and battery storage shed on adjacent land. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

c) 25/03025/FUL – Co-op Food Store, 24 Station Road, Oxenhope BD22 9JJ – Improvements 
to shopfront including installation of window graphics and new air conditioning units to rear 
elevation. This application was received after the agenda had been published but before the 
meeting so the documents could be assessed by the councillors. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 

 
492/25 Planning Consultation 
 Cllr. Eastwood reported that Oxenhope Village Council had been requested to comment on the 

Environmental Statement and the scoping process in regards to the Calderdale Energy Park 
development. It was noted that this is a very technical report. Discussion took place. Cllr. 
Cameron stated that 75% of wind farms are currently being paid not to produce electricity so 
would want proof that this development would contribute to reducing the Country’s carbon 
footprint. 
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  It was agreed that Cllr Eastwood would consider draft responses being prepared and shared by 
others and circulate a response to the current consultation as appropriate.   

 
Cllr. Cameron suggested and it was agreed that Oxenhope Village Council establish a committee 
to deal with this matter separately as it progresses and to ensure attendance at related 
meetings. Cllr. Cameron would contact someone who has a Planning background to see if they 
are interested in being involved in the process.  

 
493/25 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 

a) Council Vacancies – Cllr. Eastwood reported that there had been no petition to hold an 
election so any resident meeting the criteria and interested in becoming a councillor, could 
be co-opted onto Oxenhope Village Council. Cllr. Goulding stated that someone with 
Planning experience would be of great benefit. Cllr. Eastwood stated that if no interest had 
been received over the next two weeks following discussions between members and 
potential applicants, then the vacancies would be promoted more widely. 

b) Christmas Lights Switch-on Event – Cllr. Eastwood suggested 21st November as the date 
for the event to take place and the meeting agreed. Cllr. Farley had expressed an interest 
in helping to organise the event. Clerk to confirm. Cllr. Eastwood stated that the gazebo 
had broken last year so it needed to be replaced. The meeting agreed to the purchase of a 
replacement. 

c) Rose Garden – Cllr. Cameron raised the matter of increased maintenance. Discussion took 
place. Clerk to contact Steve Thorpe to arrange a meeting with the Village Council to 
discuss increasing maintenance and the cost, depending on what needs to be done. 
Expenditure of up to £2,000 was agreed for tree works and maintenance. 

d) Allocation of appointments – Clerk stated that since two members are no longer 
councillors there was a need to appoint temporary leads for the areas they covered. 
Horseshoe Dam, Mallard View play area and Sculpture Trail Lead will now be Cllr. Cameron 
and Oxenhope School Representative will be Cllr. Joomun. 

 
494/25 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted and no additional actions proposed. 
 
495/25 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
 
496/25  Correspondence 

a) Marsh Lane Kiosk – a resident had raised the urgent need to repair the kiosk. Cllr. Eastwood 
stated that parts can be bought from a specialist company, previously supplying BT. A 
genuine door frame would cost in the region of £280 with original replacement fixtures and 
fitting costing a similar sum. This expenditure was approved.  
 
The Warden also stated that the kiosk at Leeming was in need of painting. It was agreed 
that the Warden inspects the kiosks owned by Oxenhope Village Council and produces a 
snagging list. Cllr. Goulding would enquire whether a contractor he uses could be available 
to complete the works and the cost. Expenditure on labour and miscellaneous materials of 
up to an additional £500 per phone box was agreed. 
 

497/25 Financial Matters  
Resolved: 
a) To note the National Joint Council for Local Government Services national pay increase of 

3.2% which has been applied to each pay grade applicable from 1st April 2025. 
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b) To authorise the following payments: - 
 

Payee Amount Description 

Steve Thorpe & Son £1,056.00 
Rose Garden – lawn mowing and 
weeding middle 3 beds for April, May, 
June and July 

Steve Thorpe & Son £1,033.20 Planters – materials and weekly 
watering 

PKF Littlejohn LLP £378.00 External Auditor annual charge 

 
c) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.  

 
498/25 Minor items and items for next agenda 
 To note the following minor items: 
 

a) Update on progress with promoting Councillor vacancies to interested residents. 
b) Establishment of a committee to consider the proposed Calderdale Energy Park. 
c) Report and proposal on Fairtrade (Cllr Adrian Farley). 

 
499/25 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 8th October 

2025, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m. 


