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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8th OCTOBER 2025 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Adrian Farley 
 Cllr. Debbie Harvie 
 
 Mark Whitaker (Village Warden) 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present:  Worth Valley Ward Councillors Rebecca Poulsen and Chris Herd. 
 5 members of the public attended the meeting. 
 

 
Minutes 

   
500/25 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Robert Goulding, Neal Cameron, 
Ashwaan Joomun and Ward Cllr. Russell Brown. The reasons given for absence were 
approved. 

 
501/25 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
502/25 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 10th September 2025 were confirmed 
and adopted as a true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted with no further updates. 
 
503/25 Public Participation 
 Residents present had attended to discuss planning applications. No other matters were raised. 
 
504/25 Planning Applications 

a) 25/00641/SUB01 – Land 402606 435016 West Shaw Lane, Oxenhope – Submission of 
various details as required by conditions in planning permission 25/00641/VOC. 

 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

b) 24/01166/NMA01 – Long Ridge Shaw Lane, Oxenhope – Non material amendment to 
planning permission (24/01166/FUL) – addition of four roof windows. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

c) 25/03153/FUL – Land at 403213 435181 (Mayfield) Station Road, Oxenhope – Two storey 
three bedroom detached property with access on Station Road. 



Signed 12th November  2025  
 

2347 

 
Discussion took place with residents observing this is the third time this application has 
been received and the issues previously identified have not been addressed satisfactorily. 
Concerns remain including that the flat roof to the rear of the dwelling could be converted 
into a balcony, trees that are in the conservation area may be damaged but will not be 
evident immediately, risks to pedestrian and vehicular safety due to new access and existing 
traffic volumes on Station Road and recurring issues with subsidence on the road opposite 
the site. 

 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council remains unable to support this application, as further amended.  
 
The application still proposes a development that appears to include glass balustrade and 
balcony type features to the front elevation. These features are incongruous and would not 
sit comfortably within the setting, which is prominently located in the village centre and in 
close proximity to popular village green space (the Millennium Green) and the Keighley & 
Worth Valley Railway heritage station.  
 
The application states that the scale, materials, and design approach reflect the local 
vernacular, and the development is sympathetic to its surroundings. The scheme seeks to 
enhance the character of the area and contribute positively to the village. The Village 
Council would challenge these assertions, particularly with regard to the design, which 
clearly does not reflect the local vernacular and is not at all sympathetic to surroundings.  
 
The Village Council also has concerns with regard to vehicular access from Station Road and 
additional parking in this location. 

  
d) 25/03554/PIP – Land at Marsh Lane, Oxenhope – Construction of 4 No. dwellings. 

 
Cllr. Eastwood explained that there have been recent changes to national planning policy 
and guidance which included a presumption in favour of development and changes that 
may impact on green belt protection. Residents present raised a number of issues including 
flooding, the potential loss of buffer zones between Oxenhope, Haworth and Marsh, the 
location of access road(s) and road safety and design and construction materials potentially 
not being in keeping with surrounding properties. Comments were also made about 
advertisement of the application with only one notice being displayed, in a position remote 
from existing dwellings. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council objects to this application for permission in principle. 
 
Development of this site would fundamentally conflict with and undermine the made 
Oxenhope Neighbourhood Plan, which includes the following Vision Statement: - 
 
“Oxenhope will continue to develop and thrive as a community of settlements, each 
retaining their own rich heritage and identity. These settlements will continue to be 
separated by open green spaces and wildlife corridors which protect its distinctive rural 
character and the relationship between settlement edges and the countryside.” 
 
In addition, development of this site would conflict with Neighbourhood Plan Policy GP1, 
HIGH QUALITY DESIGN which states: - 
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“New development, including housing, should respond to and be respectful of the 
distinctive character of Oxenhope and the settlements within it.” 
 
Oxenhope is characterised by individual settlement areas, each with their own distinctive 
characteristics, qualities and types of open spaces.  
 
This site provides an open green space that acts as a natural, highly visible buffer between 
the hamlet of Marsh and the urban development in Moorhouse Lane, leading down to the 
main settlement village centre.  
 
Development of this site would remove this physical separation and in so doing would 
destroy a highly distinctive village characteristic. 
 
Consultations and public engagement during preparation of the Oxenhope Neighbourhood 
Plan repeatedly revealed loss of green spaces, and negative impact on the landscape, to be 
amongst the biggest concerns people had about future housing development in the village. 
 

e) 25/03510/FUL – Whinney Hill Farm Denholme Road, Oxenhope – New agricultural building 
and access track. 

 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 

 
505/25 Guest Speakers 

a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors 
Cllr. Rebecca Poulsen:- 
i Community Centre – meeting with Cllr. Cameron and Bradford Council. No historic 

records found so currently no proof that the village raised the money to construct the 
building. 

ii Toilet buildings on Recreation Ground – chased response from Bradford Council but 
no reply as yet. 

iii Planning Panel for Crossfield Road – Panel meeting on 15th October. Will be having a 
pre-meeting with a resident on Monday 13th October.  

iv Moorhouse Lane – Trying to obtain a ‘Dead End’ sign for the track off Moorhouse Lane. 
v Community Cafe – Attended with Sally Teasdale (Ward Officer), Corinne Sheehan 

(West Yorkshire Police) and Adam Boothman (West Yorkshire Police). Speeding within 
the village and school time parking were two of the hot topics amongst others. Will be 
attending the Cricket Ground community gathering. 

vi Speeding within Oxenhope Village – New PCSO Nicola Mann has been provided with 
several locations where speed monitoring could take place. Still pushing for more 
cameras within villages. 

vii Co-op Closure – Concern has been raised with the management of the Co-op at the 
lack of publicity over the impending closure of the Co-op for approximately six weeks. 
No contingency plans have been put in place for the Post Office or food shopping for 
residents, especially those unable to leave the village.  

 
It was noted that Rev. Denise Hayes had provided information on a volunteer service 
being set up by St. Mary’s Church to help residents with shopping and essential items. 
This service can be accessed by ringing or texting 07301 457793 before Wednesday 
each week. Collection will be from the Methodist Chapel on West Drive between 2.00 
pm and 4.00 pm. This number can also be used to discuss the collection of pensions or 
posting letters. A poster with full datails can be seen on the notice board in the Rose 
Garden. 
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Cllr. Chris Herd:- 
i Christmas Lights Switch-on Event – Waiting for a response from Santa to confirm if he 

can attend. 
ii Penistone Hill Art Installations – Reported that the art installations will be getting 

removed next week and aforementioned gravel will be available for use. Chris and the 
Warden to inspect gravel and ascertain where it can be used around the village. It was 
also mentioned that an application had been made for one of the butterflies to be 
relocated to the Millennium Green but no response had been received. Chris to chase 
this up. 

iii Penistone Hill Signage – Suggestion made to rebrand the new signage with more local 
information rather than remove completely. 

iv EV Charging – Contact has been made with Andrew Whittles from Bradford Council but 
no response has been received. 

v Steerside – There have been a lot of shed robberies and the Police are building a case. 
Stressed the importance of reporting thefts or break-ins to the Police no matter how 
small. 

vi Parking on Hebden Bridge Road – Cllr. Eastwood raised the concern from Rev. Denise 
Hayes regarding cars parking half and half just below the church. This is still a big issue 
as it is causing pedestrians to walk on a very busy road. Both Ward Councillors will raise 
the matter with Corinne Sheehan. 

vii Long Causeway signage – Cllr. Harvie raised the issue of a missing ‘Not suitable for 
HGVs’ sign at the junction of Long Causeway (B6141) and New Road / Halifax Road 
(A629) (Stubden Bottom). Cllr. Harvie had witnessed a HGV with a digger on the back 
travelling along Long Causeway towards the village and was concerned that it would 
get stuck once it hit the narrow point just after the Lamb Inn. Ward Councillors to 
investigate. 
 

b) Other guest speakers. 
No other attendees. 

 
506/25 Planning Consultation – Bradford Council Draft Statement of Community Involvement 
 Report noted. No comments. 
 
507/25 Fairtrade Community 
 Cllr. Farley outlined the contents of a report previously circulated with regard to Fairtrade and a 

discussion took place. Cllr. Farley stated that the next step was to apply to become a Fairtrade 
Community.  

 
Resolved:  
• To establish a sub-committee of the Village Council to progress an application to become a 

Fairtrade Community. 
• The sub-committee to report back to full Council on a quarterly basis. 
• The sub-committee to seek partners. 
• To support establishment of a Fairtrade commitment. 
• To promote at least one Fairtrade event a year. 
• To allocate a budget of £500. 

 
508/25 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 

a) Planning Consultation for Calderdale Energy Park – Cllr. Eastwood reported that 
Oxenhope Village Council’s comments had been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate. 
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b) Horseshoe Dam Tree Works – Cllr. Cameron was unable to attend the meeting but the  
Warden was able to inform members of the issue.  
 
Resolved: 
Permission to be sought from Bradford Council to prune and crown lift the trees 
concerned, where necessary. 
 

c) Waterside Unadopted Land – Cllr. Cameron was unable to attend the meeting but the 
Warden was able to inform members of the issue.  
 
Resolved: 
Works to this parcel of land to be included when carrying out the works at the Horseshoe 
Dam. 
 

d) Manorlands Starlight Walk – The Clerk stated that the walk is to take place on 11th 
October and the route will go through the Rose Garden. The Village Council has received a 
request for the Christmas Lights to be switched on.  
 
Resolved: 
The Clerk or Warden to switch the lights on. 
 

e) Christmas Lights Switch-on Event – The Clerk stated that Andrew Wood of Manorlands 
had agreed to come as a character and do the countdown as in previous years. Haworth 
Brass Band have agreed to provide the festive music. Ward Cllr. Herd to confirm the 
attendance of Santa. 
 

f) Remembrance Sunday arrangments – The Clerk requested approval to purchase a wreath 
for the ceremony. The Clerk also stated that a volunteer would be needed to attend the 
ceremony and lay the wreath.  
 
Resolved: 
Expenditure approved and the Clerk to send an email to all members requesting a 
volunteer. 
 

g) Allotments – The Clerk reported that the Warden has requested the hiring of a skip (mini 
£235 or midi £275) so that waste can be removed from vacant Plot 11b before allocation to 
a new tenant. Cllr. Harvie also stated that this could be a good point to offer opportunity to 
all other plot holders to remove waste on their plots and use the same skip.  
 
Resolved: 
Expenditure for a midi skip and promotion of use to other allotment holders approved. 
 

h) Crime Statistics – The Clerk stated that the latest crime statistics had been received.  
 
Resolved: 
The Clerk to forward email to all members for information. 

 
509/25 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted and no additional actions proposed. 
 
510/25 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
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511/25  Correspondence 

a) Haworth & Oxenhope District Bridleways Group – a request had been received for a 
contribution towards renovation works being undertaken on the Pavilion on Penistone 
Moor. Discussion took place.  

 
Resolved: 
Cllr. Farley to contact the group and obtain a description of what the money is to be used 
for and to discuss reporting and updates. To approve a grant of £500 towards the works in 
principal. 

 
512/25 Financial Matters  

Resolved: 
 

a) To authorise the following payments: - 
 

Payee Amount Description 

The National Allotment 
Society £120.00 Annual Membership fee renewal 

Christmas Plus Ltd. £1,392.00 Installation, Dismantle & Storage for 8 
motifs 

Oxenhope Methodist 
Church £20.00 Room hire for September 

Colin Moses £250.00 Rose Garden tree works 

 
b) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.  

 
513/25 Minor items and items for next agenda 
 To note the following minor items: 
 

a) Cllr. Eastwood stated that as of next year all Town, Parish and Village Councils will need to 
comply with new IT and information security requirements. As a result of recent issues with 
Oxenhope Village Council’s email system, including limited storage capacity, it was 
suggested that it would be sensible to move to a more suitable, compliant and future 
proofed platform now. Options had been explored and subscription to a managed Microsoft 
365 service was recommended. Licence costs to the Council would increase by £430 per 
annum.  
 
Resolved: 
Expenditure approved. Migration to Microsoft 365 Business email to be progressed. 

 
514/25 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 12th 

November 2025, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m. 


