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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12th NOVEMBER 2025 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Robert Goulding (Vice Chair) 
 Cllr. Neal Cameron 
 Cllr. Adrian Farley 
 Cllr. Debbie Harvie 
 Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun 
 
 Mark Whitaker (Village Warden) 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present: 16 members of the public attended the meeting. 
 

 
Minutes 

   
 The Chair began the meeting acknowledging the sad passing of Ward Councillor Russell Brown, 

noting that he had been a Worth Valley councillor since 2010 and had made many positive 
contributions to Oxenhope. The Chair recalled some of the projects that he had jointly been 
involved with, including the Yorkshire Grand Depart in 2014, and on behalf of the Council he 
expressed sincere condolences to his colleagues and family. 

 
515/25 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Ward Cllrs. Chris Herd and Rebecca Poulsen. 
 
516/25 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
517/25 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 8th October 2025 were confirmed and 
adopted as a true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted with no further updates. 
 
518/25 Planning Applications 

a) 25/03766/PIP – Land at Moorhouse Lane, Oxenhope – Development of up to nine 
dwellings. 
 
Discussion took place with residents observing that this type of preliminary planning 
application seems to be coming more frequent. Residents stated the reasons why this 
planning application should be objected to were:- 
 

• Access to and from the site onto a very busy road and sight lines not good 

• Flooding 

• Habitat compromised 

• Individual settlements that are indicative of the Oxenhope area are being eroded 
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The Chair clarified the role of Oxenhope Village Council as a consultee, but not a decision 
maker as regards Planning Applications. The Chair stressed the importance of residents also 
lodging their own comments on the Planning Portal. 
 
A resident enquired why this area of Oxenhope wasn’t classed as a conservation area, 
especially due to the age and importance historically of some of the buildings. The Chair 
stated that conservation areas were designated by Bradford Council and noted that 
conservation area status would not be a relevant consideration for this type of planning 
application, at this application in principle stage. 
 
Residents raised concerns about the lack of supporting information. The Chair stated that 
the Planning in Principle (PIP) process did not consider detailed proposals, which would be 
assessed in a future Technical Application, should the PIP be approved and the applicant 
wish to proceed with development. 

 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council objects to this planning application on the following grounds. 

 
The Village Council notes that within the draft Bradford District Local Plan (Preferred 
Options 2021) one Greenfield site within the settlement and one Green Belt site had been 
identified as the preferred housing options for Oxenhope, to meet housing requirements.  
 
There is currently no proven need to make further changes to the adopted green belt in 
order to meet demand for new housing within Oxenhope.  
 
The Village Council notes with concern that the Local Planning Authority is not able to 
demonstrate a five-year supply of housing land across the district as a whole, which appears 
to mean that the village potentially faces the loss of green belt protection and the 
development of sites that are not meeting a locally identified need. 
 
The Village Council is not fundamentally opposed to development in Oxenhope. However, 
one of the stated aims within the adopted Oxenhope Neighbourhood Plan is to ensure that 
development delivers the right house types in the right places to meet local needs. 
 
Whilst we acknowledge the need to provide some additional housing in Oxenhope, 
permission has recently been granted for 18 new homes on the Cross Lane and Crossfield 
Road sites, and these already represent a good proportion of the new development 
requirements for the village.  
 
In addition, neither recently approved applications, nor this proposal, appear to contribute 
to meeting local needs which is for small scale, affordable homes that help ensure younger 
people within Oxenhope are able to remain within the village and also that more elderly 
residents have a choice of suitable accommodation to meet their specific needs. 
Developments delivering larger, executive style homes, which seem likely to result from 
applications of this nature, will fail to meet local need and on that basis should not be 
approved. 
 
We believe that this proposal constitutes unnecessary and inappropriate development 
which encroaches into open countryside at the edge of the village, that effectively 
separates our settlements and contributes to distinctiveness and local identity.  
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This Council is also concerned that there is very clear potential for subsequent applications 
in adjacent fields, that taken together would otherwise amount to major development and 
could require additional considerations in terms of habitat and other implications 
(cumulative environmental impacts).  
 
Overall, the proposed development is considered to be unacceptable, and the Village 
Council recommends refusal. 
 
In the event that Permission in Principle (PIP) is approved and a further application for the 
site is submitted, this Council will wish to comment on flooding and highways issues, 
amongst other matters, that we consider would present technical challenges to the 
development. 
 

b) 25/04107/HOU – 11 Upper Marsh Lane, Oxenhope – Single storey rear extension. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

519/25 Public Participation 
A resident discussed the proposal to build a new Bowling Green Clubhouse and enquired who he 
should contact at Bradford Council to discuss this matter further. Councillors informed the 
resident to contact Tom Harte of Estates. 
 
A resident enquired about the road marking signage on Marsh Lane that Ward Cllr. Chris Herd 
was going to progress. The Clerk will make relevant enquiries.  

 
520/25 Guest Speakers 

Rev. Denise Hayes informed the meeting that there will be a Farm Nativity taking place at Old 
Oxenhope Farm on 19th December. The event will commence at the Community Centre at 6.00 
pm with a walk through the village to the farm for the nativity to commence at 7.00 pm.  

 
521/25 Rose Garden Consultation 
 The Chair referred to the public consultation and proposed that volunteers formed a Task and 

Finish Group to work up proposals for the central area of the garden, noting the consultation 
responses and other relevant considerations, and bringing back to full Council a report making 
recommendations on the next steps. 

 
 Resolved: 
 A task group to be established consisting of three councillors (Cllrs. Goulding, Farley and Harvie), 

a representative from the school and a local resident. Meeting to be organised as soon as 
possible. 

 
522/25 Fairtrade Community 
 Discussion took place on draft Terms of Reference attached to the agenda as Appendix 2 and on 

the make up of the Oxenhope Fairtrade Committee. The Chair to provide contact details for 
K&WVR to Cllr. Farley. 

 
Resolved:  

• Terms of Reference approved. 

• Members of the committee to be Cllr. Farley, Rev. Hayes, Alice Jones (Oxenhope C of E 
Primary School) and possibly a representative from K&WVR. 

• First meeting to take place in January 2026. 
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523/25 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 
a) Programme of meetings for 2026 – these were noted and will be published on the 

Council’s website and Village Noticeboard. 
 

b) Christmas Lights Switch-on Event – Cllr. Farley stated that the Co-op will be donating 
Fairtrade Tea, Coffee, Biscuits, Mince pies and Hot Chocolate. Remainder of food / drink 
items to be acquired by the Clerk during the week commencing 17th November. 

 
The contact for Friends of Oxenhope School involved with finalising details for the poster 
and arrangements for setting the stall up on the day was noted. 
 
A poster will be distributed around village once finalised. 

 
524/25 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted and no additional actions proposed. 
 
525/25 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
 Cllr. Cameron to contact Noreen Akhtar requesting gullies to be cleared of leaves. 
 
526/25  Council Vacancies 

One candidate present was invited to introduce themselves and describe what they could bring 
to the Council. 
 
Resolved: 
To co-opt Liberty Crabtree onto the Council. Cllr Crabtree signed a declaration of acceptance of 
office in the presence of the Clerk. 
 

527/25 Financial Matters  
Resolved: 
a) To set budget for 2026/27 of £82,645 and to set the precept at £83,700 (being £77.50 per 

Band D property per year). To note the precept property calculation is based on the 
2025/26 tax base – an updated figure is awaited from Bradford Council, which might make a 
minor change to the cost per Band D equivalent. 

b) To authorise the following payments: - 
 

Payee Amount Description 

YORgreencic £140.00 

Allotment plot (Marestail two 
treatments) 
Bridgehouse Beck and Marsh Common 
(Japanese Knotweed two treatments) 
(Inv. 2271) 

Digital Nomads Ltd. £495.60 Microsoft 365 (Inv. 1076) 

Harden Village Council £22.00 
Poppy Wreath (purchased from Royal 
British Legion) 

 
c) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.  
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528/25 Minor items and items for next agenda 
 To note the following minor items: 
 
 To add an agenda item for the meeting in January 2026. 

• Community Centre -  to discuss the options for taking over the running of the Community 
Centre Charitable Trust and the possibility of employing an administrator. 

 
529/25 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 10th 

December 2025, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.01 p.m. 
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