OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL

PO Box 623
Keighley
BD21 9HT

07972 717058
clerk@oxenhopevillagecouncil.gov.uk

Dear Councillor,

You are summoned to attend the monthly meeting of Oxenhope Village Council, to be held on
Wednesday 10" December 2025 at 7.30 p.m. in the Methodist Church, 1 West Drive, Oxenhope.

Clerk to the Village Council
5th December, 2025

AGENDA

1) Apologies for Absence
To consider apologies offered and approval of absence.

2) Disclosure of Interest
To receive disclosure of personal and prejudicial interest from members on matters to be considered
at the meeting: -

a) To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda;
b) To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest;
c) To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate.

3) Minutes of Meetings (previously circulated to Members)
a) To approve minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 12t November 2025.
b) To note the Outstanding Issues Report (Appendix 1) and decide further action where necessary.

4) Public Participation
To allow members of the public to make representations, provide information or give evidence in
respect of the business on the agenda.

5) Guests and Speakers
a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors.
b) Other guest speakers.

6) Planning Applications
To formulate observations relating to the following application: -

a) 25/03336/FUL — Oxenhope Millennium Village Green, Station Road, Oxenhope BD22 9JT —
Change of use of land to station a catering truck.

(Planning applications can be viewed via Bradford Council’s online system
https://planning.bradford.gov.uk/online-applications).
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7) Rose Garden Maintenance
To consider the quote(s) received from Steve Thorpe regarding two side beds and agree a way
forward.
To agree to expenditure of £300 as regards the stump grinding in the middle bed.

8) Horseshoe Dam and Mallard View
To agree to expenditure of £250 in the Horseshoe Dam area for tree felling and cutting back new
growth in the overgrown area on Waterside.
To agree to expenditure of up to £200 on Mallard View for cutting back hedging.

9) Exchange of Information and Discussion Points
a) Christmas Lights Switch-on Event — to receive an update on the event and money raised.

10) Safety Inspection Reports (Appendix 2)
To review the monthly safety inspection reports and decide upon required actions. To authorise
expenditure as deemed appropriate to manage and maintain assets under Village Council
stewardship.

11) Village Warden’s Report (Appendix 3)
To note the Warden’s report.

12) Correspondence (Appendix 4)
a) Oxenhope Climate Action — request for funding.
b) Offer of novel from resident.

13) Council Vacancy
To consider any expressions of interest in the Council vacancy.

14) Financial Matters
a) To consider and approve the following matters relating to allotment rents: -

i. That Council determine a reasonable increase to allotment rents to protect ongoing
delivery of the service and enable the Council to continue with reasonable maintenance
(routine repairs and improvements to infrastructure etc.).

ii. That the Council consults with allotment holders on any proposed increases (via the
Allotment Holders AGM in January).

iii. That feedback from consultation with allotment holders be considered by Council in
March 2026.

iv. That any increase in rents takes effect from 15t April 2027.

b) To authorise the following accounts for payment: -

Payee Amount Description

Provision of Grit Bin at junction of Marsh

Bradford Council £120.00 Lane and Hoyle Syke Lane (Inv.
73901933869)
Business Stream Scottish Water for Allotments 18/08/25 to
£197.51
Water 17/11/25 (Inv. 9299301)
Ken Eastwood £74.46 Stationery and cable ties



YLCA

Steve Thorpe Ltd.

Oxenhope Methodist
Church

Digital Nomads Ltd.

Jill Eastwood

Paul Crabtree

£18.20

£528.00

£40.00

£109.73

£508.78

£105.00

c) To note payments made since last meeting: -

Payee

Hector Moore Ltd.

Haworth & Oxenhope
District Bridleway Group

Sainsburys

Amount

£240.00

£500.00

£97.50

Biodiversity Webinar — Cllr. Harvie (Inv.
4910)

Rose Garden Mowing and Maintenance
for September & October (Inv. 8760 &
Inv. 8916)

Room Hire for October and November

Software licence renewals - Evernote &
1Password (INV.1077)

Expenses, mileage and overtime for
Christmas Lights Switch-on Event.

Waterproofing connection on electrical
cable in Rose Garden

Description

Skip for rubbish removal from allotments

and subsequent extension of time (Invs.
15747 & 15755)

Community Grant — Renovation to West
End Field Pavilion on Penistone Moor

Refreshments for Christmas Lights Switch-

on Event

d) To note the balances and bank reconciliation reports (Appendix 5).

15) Minor Items and Items for Next Agenda

To note minor items and items for the next agenda.

16) Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Village Council will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on
Wednesday 14t January 2026 starting at 7.30 p.m.

THIS IS A MEETING HELD IN PUBLIC - ALL WELCOME

(A full version of the agenda with appendices is available at https://oxenhopevillagecouncil.gov.uk )
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Appendix 1 — Outstanding Issues Report

Subject Issues Responsibility Date last Outcome/
actioned Notes/further action
required
Toilet buildings | To investigate Cllr Eastwood & | September 2025 | Further follow up
on Recreation possibility of a Clerk Email sent to CBMDC
Ground Community requesting progress on
Asset Transfer terms stated.
(CAT)
Electric vehicles | Installation of Clir Goulding September 2025 | ClIr Goulding obtaining
charging points revised quote.
Natural burial To investigate Cllr Goulding September 2025 | ClIr Goulding & Ward
ground the possibility of | Clir Cameron Clir Poulsen to discuss
establishing a possible site.
natural burial
ground
Marsh Common | Shelter / Picnic Clir Cameron September 2025 | To confirm if proposed
Area Clerk shelter can be clad in
stone. Grant funding
opportunities to be
explored in 2025/26.
Local Council To make an Cllr Eastwood June 2024 Webinar attended.
Awards application for Clerk Scheme

Foundation Level
under the LCAS
(quality
assurance
scheme)

documentation
downloaded and
required actions
documented.




Appendix 2 — Safety Inspection Reports

Rose Garden Monthly Inspection Report

Name: Clir. Ken Eastwood Date: 4™ December 2025
Weather: Overcast, wet and windy Time: 10:10
Description Yes (Y) Comments
/No (N)
Entrances — Are all entrances safe to use? Y
Boundary Walls — Any defects? N
Footpaths — Any defects? N
Seating — All benches secured to the Y
ground?
Seating - Any defects which may cause N
personal injury?
Litter bins — All bins secured to the ground? Y
Litter bins — All have bin liners? Y
Litter bins — None overflowing? N
Noticeboards — are both noticeboards Y
secure?
Noticeboards — does any information need Y Information on Village Council, District
updating or removed? Council and the Police needed (contact
details etc.)
Electrical — Are all Christmas lights securely Y

fixed in trees?

Electrical — Is electrical box locked and Y
secure?

Trees — Do all trees look healthy? Y
Trees — Are there any branches that need N
trimming?

Planting — Any damage to plants? N

General - Any dog fouling visible in Garden?

Any other concerns or issues with the Rose
Garden to raise with the Village Council?

| certify that | inspected the Rose Garden on the above date when the only defects observed were those
recorded.

Inspectors signature: Toon %éwv/



Allotments Monthly Safety Inspection Report

Name: ClIr. Debbie Harvie Date: 06/11/25

Yes / No? | Comment if necessary

Any drainage issues such as collection of water N
on any one plot?

Are there any visible hazards on any of the N
plots e.g. broken glass, containers of

chemicals?

Is the access track in good condition? Y
Any dog fouling visible on or within close N

proximity of access track?

Is the pedestrian swing gate working as it Y
should?

Is the field gate intact and locked? Y
Is there any vegetation or branches which N

need removing and/or cutting back?

Has there been any reports of burning of N
garden refuse which has caused a nuisance?

Are there any visible defects in the boundary N
walls or fences?

How many people are currently on the waiting 16 people on waiting list as at 25/11/25
list for allotments?

| certify that | inspected the allotments on the above date when the only defects observed were those
recorded above:

Confirm intentions sent for plots 6a and 6b
Plot 11b now cleared and awaiting allocation in spring 2026




Appendix 3 — Village Warden Report

| have undertaken the following tasks in November:
e Checked and recorded the status of the 5 AED’s under OVC care.

e Llitter picked: Recreation ground including the play area, Millennium Green, Hebden Bridge Road,
Station Road and the play area on Mallard View.

e Horseshoe Dam: Identified a few young white poplar trees to thin out to allow more light for the
silver birch to thrive.

e Allotments: Skip delivered and sited on pathway in the park close to the allotment gateway.
Cleared the vacant plot 11b of all refuse and dismantled the rotting shed. | had to barrow all the
waste to the skip. The mains water isolated for the winter and meter read.

e Rose Garden: Helped erect the gazebo and helped with the ‘Christmas Light Switch-on’ event.
Gritted paths prior to switch-on. Cut back three large dog rose bushes and disposed of cuttings.

e Snicket: Mallard View to Station Road, cut back vegetation and swept area. | reported the
dangerous state of the rubber matting in the play area on Mallard View.

e Leaf clearing: Station Road pathway in front of the Horseshoe Dam. | have requested a road
sweeper via the Bradford Council website to sweep the road and pavements, covering the full
length of Moorhouse Lane and Hebden Road and from the Oxenhope boundary to Muffin Corner.
I made a start on removing the leaves on roadside and pavement opposite Gledhow Lodge on
Moorhouse Lane.

e  Grit bins: | carried out a full stock check of the 9 OVC bins and the 13 bins/grit pile, Bradford
Council are responsible for replenishing. | updated our Grit bin spread sheet and requested
Bradford Council to refill two of their bins. Incidentally our bin on Stones Lane was left
replenished after last winter but it appears that it’s been emptied at some point.

e Fly tipping: | reported fly tipping on Blackmoor Road between Heights Lane and Denholme Road.

e Gullies: | reported a blocked gully on Cross Lane adjacent to The Coach House.



Appendix 4 — Correspondence

a) Oxenhope Climate Action

OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL
COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATION FORM

Name of Organisation/Group Oxenhope Climate Action (OCA)

Name of Contact [redacted]
Contact Address [redacted]
Telephone No. [redacted]
Email Address [redacted]

Description of reason why funding is being requested (continue on separate sheets if necessary)

On behalf of Oxenhope Climate Action | am requesting a grant to manage and extend the
pollinators garden in the Rose Garden. The purpose of the project is to raise awareness of the
impact that climate change is having on our insect and bird life both locally, regionally and
nationally and to mitigate the negative impacts of climate change.

e The grant will be used to install accessible signage to explain the purpose and content of
the pollinator garden.

e The grant will be used to support 4 focussed volunteer sessions over the next 12 months to
develop and maintain the garden, including extending the garden up to the steps, making
and installing bug and insect hotels, creating wicker obelisks for climbing plants.
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Costs (if applying for support for a specific activity or project)

The cost of this project:

e Purchase of herbs, shrubs and perennials £400
e Signage £150
e Materials for bug hotels £25
e Compost, bark chippings £50
e Wood £50
Total Cost £675

Amount of funding required up to £500 (in exceptional | £675 if possible or max award
cases and subject to funding being available, additional
grant award may be considered)

State (if any) how balance is to be funded for any specific activity

Project will be reduced to reflect grant

| Estimate of number of people project will benefit | + 3,000 village and visitors




If bid successful - name organisation/group to whom payment should be made, including bank
account

number and sort code

Oxenhope Climate Action

[details redacted]

b) Offer of novel by resident
Dear councillor

I've been a resident of Oxenhope for nearly 9 years and I've written a (full length) novel set in the
village. As far as | know it's a first. | had intended to get it printed, but that was before | contracted
a chronic medical condition, which precludes any stressful activity.

It would be a shame (at least, for me) if it didn’t get an audience. So, I've decided just to publish it
electronically. | can't subject myself to the stress of arranging a platform for distributing and
promoting the book, so | wondered if the village council might be interested in putting it on their
website alongside the other three Oxenhope books it currently offers.

The book had been reviewed by a few locals (not just friends) - so | know that, although it may not
be a masterpiece, it’s not total rubbish. It has been fully proof-read, twice.

| have no wish to make any money from this (the whole point of writing it was to see if | could) so |
offer it free to the council to do with it as they wish; either to sell it for a small sum or to offer it as
a free download. | can provide both as a .pdf file or as an epub file for Kindle etc. | am also happy
to transfer copyright to the council without charge and with no strings attached.

| realise that any decision will have to be made by the whole council and that, even if you agree in
principle that this is an idea you can entertain, you would obviously need to see the book before
making any final decision. | can send a pre-release copy in both formats for council members to
read - just let me know.

The title of the book is “Oxenhope Rules” - it's set in the near future, after a global disaster; the
characters are all fictitious, the locations are real. No A.l. was used at any stage in the writing of
this work.

Best regards

-10-



Appendix 5 — Financial Matters

d) Balances and Bank Reconciliation Reports

Oxenhope Village Council

Summary of Receipts and Payments
Summary - Cost Centres Only

4 December 2025 (2025-2026)

Cost Centre Receipts. Payments. Met Position
Budgeted Actual Wariance Budgeted Actual Variance - Undeariaver spend
000 - Administration 0.00 (MiA) 3,200.00 1,697.40 150260 (46%) 1.502 60
100 - Staff Costs 000 (MiA) 35,800.00 2336711 12532 B9 (34%) 12,532 B9
200 - Audit & Accountancy 0.00 (MiA) 2,650.00 1,604.83 104517 (38%) 1.045.17
300 - 1CT 0.00 (MiA) 1,125.00 1,189.48 -G4.48 (-5%) -64.48
400 - Asszets & Projects 0.00 (MiA) 31,650.00 14, 42058 1722942 (54%) 17,228 .42
500 - Events 0.00 (MiA) 250.00 3843 21057 (B4%) 21057
800 - Income B4.451.10 84,451.10 (844511 0.00 (N 84,451.10
T00 - Councillors Costs 0.00 (MiA) 150.00 27.40 122,60 (B1%) 12260
800 - Grants & Donations 0.00 (MiA) 1,000.00 BS0.00 150,00 {15%) 15000
NET TOTAL 8445110 8445110 (8445110 75,925.00 43196.23  32,728.77 (43%) 117 AT9.487
Bank Reconciliation at 30/11/2025
Cash in Hand 01/04/2025 20,419.91
ADD
Receipts 01/04/2025 - 30/M11/2025 84 496.93
104,916.84
SUBTRACT
Payments 01/04/2025 - 30/11/2025 45,997 .66
A Cash in Hand 30/11/2025 58,919.18
{per Cash Book)
Cash in hand per Bank Statements
Petty Cash 30/11/2025 0.00
Unity Trust Bank 30/11/2025 58,919.18
58,919.18
Less unpresented payments
58,919.18
Plus unpresented receipts
B Adjusted Bank Balance 58,919.18
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