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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10th DECEMBER 2025 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Robert Goulding (Vice Chair) 
 Cllr. Neal Cameron 
 Cllr. Liberty Crabtree 
 Cllr. Debbie Harvie 
 Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun 
 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present: Ward Cllrs. Herd and Poulsen attended the meeting. 
 4 members of the public attended the meeting. 
 

 
Minutes 

 
530/25 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Adrian Farley and Warden Mark 
Whitaker. The reasons for absence were approved. 

 
531/25 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
532/25 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 12th November 2025 were confirmed 
and adopted as a true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted. The Chair stated that as had been discussed 
outside of the meeting, senior officers and members at Bradford Council were being chased 
for updates on planning enforcement actions and transfer of the toilets in the recreation 
ground. 

 
533/25 Guest Speakers 

a) Ward Councillors. 
i. Ward Councillor Rebecca Poulsen 

a) Funeral of Ward Cllr. Russell Brown – Thanked everyone for their kind words and 
attendance at the funeral. The coffin was brought to the crematorium in a Land 
Rover and the cardboard coffin had been decorated with scenes of the projects 
Cllr. Brown had delivered over the years, especially during the Grand Depart. 

b) Junction of Moorside Lane and Marsh Lane – Resident requested better lighting 
and cleaning of the signage to make them clearer for drivers. Ward Cllrs. to take 
this up with Highways as they appreciated it was a bad junction and they had 
already been meeting with residents. 

c) Grey belt / Green belt issue – this has been raised at full council since there 
seems to be an increasing amount of green belt land being reclassified as grey 
belt. There has been a green belt assessment undertaken which will be part of 
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the local plan when it is published next year. It was noted that Leeds City Council 
has now reclassified about 90% of it’s green belt land as grey belt. Cllr. Cameron 
raised the concern that more land will be used if the concentration of houses per 
application is low i.e. only building 9 houses instead of an achieveable 15. Cllr. 
Goulding stated that the new inheritance laws are making it more likely that 
farm land will be sold for development. 

d) Millennium Green – A discharge in the water course has been reported to 
Yorkshire Water. 

e) Beck behind Waterside – Residents are concerned that the overgrown 
watercourse will cause flooding over the coming months. This has been reported 
to the Environment Agency who have it on their clearance list. 

f) Closure of Long Causeway – Long Causeway will be closed after the Dog & Gun 
from 5th January until 20th February 2026 for Northern Gas to undertake some 
works. 

g) Reporting issues – Ward Cllrs. now have a new electronic process they need to 
follow to report issues. Whilst this was proving to be an administrative burden it 
was hoped it would enable better tracking of complaints and matters referred 
for action. 

ii. Ward Councillor Chris Herd 
a) Gravel from art installation on Penistone Moor – Enquired how many bags of 

gravel were left. Cllr. Goulding stated approximately 4. Agreed some will be 
taken to Haworth. 

b) Cock Hill – There have been reports that livestock have been getting onto the 
road which could cause a serious accident. Unsure at the moment as to why this 
is happening but will investigate further as gates maybe insecure. 

c) Christmas Lights – Commented that the lights look good and the switch-on 
event went well. 

d) Hill House – Cllr. Eastwood requested that liaison with Calderdale Council takes 
place when the Oxenhope end of this road is closed due to extreme weather. It 
appears that this hasn’t happened which caused 2 people to be stuck in their car 
overnight and another skidding into a ditch recently. Cllr Hird stated he had 
already had a conversation about this matter. 

e) Grit bin in Marsh – Thanked Oxenhope Village Council for the provision of the 
grit bin at the junction of Marsh Lane and Hoyle Syke Lane. It was confirmed that 
this grit bin is owned by Oxenhope Village Council and will be kept replenished 
with grit by the Village Council. 

b) Other Guest Speakers 
i. A resident raised an issue with the junction of Church Street, Hebden Bridge Road and 

Shaw Lane stating that it was difficult as a predestrian to cross that road. A discussion 
took place and it was agreed to bring the matter to the attention of Highways.  

ii. Cllr. Crabtree enquired whether parking wardens could patrol near the school as there 
were issues with parents parking unsafely. Ward Cllr. Poulsen to take the matter on 
board. 

iii. Rev. Hayes reminded the meeting that the nativity at Old Oxenhope Farm will take 
place on 19th December. The event would commence at the Community Centre at 6.00 
pm with a walk through the village to the farm for the nativity to commence at 7.00 
pm. 

 

534/25 Planning Applications 
a) 25/03336/FUL – Oxenhope Millennium Green, Station Road, Oxenhope – Change of use of 

land to station a catering truck. 
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Discussion took place with the Chair providing an overview of the application, as he 
understood from consulation and discussion in his role as Chair of the Millennium Green 
Trust. Cllr. Cameron suggested the provision of a self-closer on the metal gate. 
Arrangements for litter collection and management were also discussed. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council supports this planning application. 

 
535/25 Rose Garden Maintenance 
 Discussion took place. 
 
 Resolved: 

To approve expenditure of £4,264 in connection with quotes received from Steve Thorpe and 
Colin Moses regarding the side beds and stump grinding in middle bed. 

 
536/25 Horseshoe Dam and Mallard View 
 Discussion took place.  
 

Resolved:  
To approve expenditure of £450 in connection with estimates for tree felling, cutting back new 
growth and cutting back hedging. 
 

537/25 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 
a) Christmas Lights Switch-on Event – The Clerk thanked the Warden (Mark Whitaker) and 

Cllrs. Farley and Joomun for their help in setting up, serving the food and drink and 
dismantling at the end of the day. The Clerk would also thanked Andrew Wood from 
Manorlands, Haworth Band and Santa for making the event special. A total of £350 was 
raised which had been donated to Manorlands. 
Cllr Crabtree to make enquiries as to how the Friends of School did. 

b) Yorkshire Water pipeline works – Cllr. Goulding stated that YW will be putting a pipeline 
through a lot of fields and roads around Oxenhope starting in February 2026 and 
throughout the summer, so there will be a lot of road works going on. 

 
538/25 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted. 
 Cllr. Goulding is to get a measurement of the gully running through Marsh Common so that a 

more accurate price for the piping can be obtained, along with a quote for the required 
installation and remdiation works. Item to be placed on January’s agenda for further 
consideration and authorisation. 

 
539/25 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
 Cllr. Cameron stated that the leaves on the path at the junction of Keighley Road and Harry Lane 

were very slippy. Cllr. Eastwood also stated the corner at Royds was hazardous. The Warden to 
be asked to clear or report to Bradford Council as appropriate. 

 
540/25  Correspondence 

a) Oxenhope Climate Action 
Members of OCA were present at the meeting. Discussion took place in respect of the 
request for grant funding for signage, materials and maintenance of the garden for the 
next 12 months. 
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Resolved: 
Approved grant for £675. 

 
b) Offer of novel from resident 

Discussion took place. 
 
Resolved: 
The Clerk to request a copy of the novel from the resident. Cllrs. Goulding and Harvie to 
read content and to report back to next available meeting with findings as to suitability for 
Oxenhope Village Council to publish. 

 
541/25 Council Vacancies 

One candidate present was invited to introduce themselves and describe what they could bring 
to the Council and to ask questions and seek clarification, if required. 
 
Resolved: 
To co-opt Andrew Akhurst onto the Council. Cllr. Akhurst signed a declaration of acceptance of 
office in the presence of the Clerk. 
 

542/25 Financial Matters  
Resolved: 
a) To increase allotment rents by 50%. Full plot £75 and half plot £37.50. Consessions to be 

removed. Consultation to take place on 14th January 2026 at the Allotment AGM, for 
implementation from 1st April 2027 in line with legislative requirements. 

b) To authorise the following payments: - 
 

Payee Amount Description 

Bradford Council £120.00 
Provision of Grit Bin at junction of 
Marsh Lane and Hoyle Syke Lane (Inv. 
73901933869) 

Business Stream 
Scottish Water 

£197.51 
Water for Allotments 18/08/25 to 
17/11/25 (Inv. 9299301) 

Ken Eastwood £74.46 Stationery and cable ties 

YLCA £18.20 
Biodiversity Webinar – Cllr. Harvie 
(Inv. 4910) 

Steve Thorpe Ltd. £528.00 
Rose Garden Mowing and 
Maintenance for September and 
October (Invs. 8760 & 8916) 

Oxenhope Methodist 
Church 

£40.00 Room Hire for October and November 

Digital Nomads Ltd. £109.73 
Software licence renewals – Evernote 
& 1Password (INV.1077) 
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Jill Eastwood £508.78 
Expenses, mileage and overtime for 
Christmas Lights Switch-on Event. 

 
c) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.  

 
543/25 Minor items and items for next agenda 
 To note the following minor items: 
 

To request a presentation of the latest information regarding the Calderdale Energy Park be 
provided at the next available meeting. 
 

 To add an agenda item for the meeting in January 2026. 

• Marsh Common -  to consider quote for new pipeline to enclose existing water course in 
ditch to prevent further erosion. 

 
 
544/26 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 14th 

January 2026, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m. 
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