Present:

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 14" JANUARY 2026
AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM

Clir. Ken Eastwood (Chair)
Clir. Neal Cameron

Cllr. Adrian Farley

Clir. Debbie Harvie

Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun

Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO)
Mark Whitaker (Warden)

Also Present:  Ward Clirs. Herd and Poulsen attended the meeting.

545/26

546/26

547/26

548/26

Signed

10 members of the public attended the meeting.

Minutes

News of the recent sad passing of Margaret Hindley, who had been a valued resident of
the village, was noted at the meeting.

Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Clirs. Goulding, Akhurst and Crabtree. The
reasons for absence were approved.

Disclosures of Interest

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received.

b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received.
c¢) No requests for dispensation were received.

Minutes of Meetings

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 10" December 2025 were confirmed
and adopted as a true and correct record.

b) The outstanding issues report was noted. Cllr. Cameron to arrange meeting with Bradford
Planning Service to request updates on enforcement and to include ClIr. Eastwood.

Public Participation

Residents raised the matter of the planning application for a catering truck on the Millennium
Green awaiting determination by Bradford Council’s planning service. Queries were raised
regarding Oxenhope Village Council’s support for the application when consulted by Bradford
Council. Members responded, explaining that on balance the Council had considered the
proposals could have made a welcome addition to the village but that concerns had been noted
with regard to the application, access, littering, noise and other matters. It was stated that
regardless of the outcome of the planning application the proposal could only go ahead with
approval from the Millennium Green Trust, which was a separate entity and had independent
responsibility for the Green. Matters relating to the Trust Deed and general governance of the
Green were entirely matters for the Trust and were not material planning considerations to be
considered by the Village Council in responding to the planning consultation.
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Several residents present strongly voiced their opposition to the proposal and referred to
previous actions taken to secure the Green and to create a green space within the village centre.

Community Centre

The Community Centre Committee raised a concern that they had not been informed of this
agenda item in advance and that all members of the Committee intend to continue. Clir.
Cameron stated that this item was primarily to open a discussion about the long term stability of
the Centre and that he was aware that certain members were looking to retire from the
Committee. Oxenhope Village Council had wanted to explore how to be of assistance if there
was a need for support in the future.

Guest Speakers
a) Ward Councillors.
i. Ward Councillor Rebecca Poulsen

a) Planning — Application for Land at Marsh Lane for 4 dwellings (25/03554/PIP)
has been refused. Now applying for 9 dwellings on half the site. Application for
Land at Moorhouse Lane for up to 9 dwellings (25/03766/PIP) is waiting to go to
Planning Committee. Cllr Poulsen has also asked for a debate item on Grey belt /
Green belt at full Council.

b) Sykes Lane — investigation has been taking place to discover whose responsibility
it is to sort out a running water issue. YW have stated that it isn’t their
responsibility. It has now been passed to the Drainage Team at Bradford Council.

c) Sykes Lane Grit Bin — a request from a resident has been received regarding this
privately owned grit bin as to whether Oxenhope Village Council can take over
the responsibility for filling it.

d) Changes to prescription requests — the process for requesting repeat
prescriptions may be changing and it seems paper requests may no longer be
accepted. It will have to be done electronically. Will be querying this change with
Modality since some residents do not have access to be able to request
electronically or to use a proposed telephony process.

e) By-election — there will be a by-election taking place on 12" February due to the
passing of Clir Russell Brown.

ii. Ward Councillor Chris Herd

a) Gravel from art installation on Penistone Moor — Still some available for
distribution. Cllr. Cameron asked if it could be used near the metal bridge along
the goit since the path fills with water. To liase with the Village Warden.

b) Café at Railway Station — In light of the discussions around the catering vehicle
on the Millennium Green to ask if the café at the railway station can be further
developed and promoted to meet village needs.

c) Nab Water Lane / Hill House Lane — Due to the continued issues with accidents
and vehicles getting stuck in bad weather a meeting is going to be arranged to
discuss the joint authority closure of this road and what more could be done, in
addition to the current signage which seems to be ineffective.

d) EV Charging Points — Queried if Oxenhope Village Council still want this matter
progressing. Cllr. Eastwood confirmed that the Council is still keen to move this
matter forward and would welcome a meeting to discuss further.

b) Other Guest Speakers
None

Planning Applications
a) 25/04507/FUL — Aqiva Transmitting Station, Hill House Edge Lane, Oxenhope — Upgrading
works to existing mast.
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Resolved:
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application.

552/26 Marsh Common
Item deferred to February’s meeting in the absence of Clir Goulding.

553/26 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points
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a)

b)

Novel by resident — Discussion took place.

Resolved:
To provide a link to the book from the Oxenhope Village website. Cllr Harvie to provide
appropriate text and narrative.

Grit bin Denby Mount — The Warden made the meeting aware that the community grit bin
had been damaged, probably due to vehicular impact and the grit was now exposed to the
elements. Discussion took place.

Resolved:
The Clerk to request a replacement and ascertain if a more robust bin could be sourced if
possible.

Christmas Tree Lights — Discussion took place as to whether the lights in the cherry trees
and Christmas tree could be remain on until later in the year.

Resolved:
The Village Warden to switch off the lights in the Christmas tree but leave the cherry tree
ones illuminated until the clocks go forward.

Safety Inspection Reports
The reports were noted.

Village Warden’s Report
The Warden’s report was noted.

Financial Matters
Resolved:

a)

To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.

Minor items and items for next agenda
To add the following agenda items for the meeting in February 2026: -

Marsh Common - to consider quote for new pipeline to enclose existing water course in
ditch to prevent further erosion.
Rose Garden — to consider quote for additional cost of on-going maintenance of side beds
from Steve Thorpe.
Deposit scheme — to discuss the possibility of introducing a deposit scheme for any new
allotment tenants.
Allotment Matters
o Rent Increase —to consider and ratify proposed rent increases for 2027/28.
o New Allotment Site — to discuss the possibility of creating a new allotment site.
o Allotment AGM — to consider moving the meeting in 2027 to February.
Community Grit Bin — to consider a request by residents to adopt and maintain the grit bin
on Sykes Lane.
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558/26 Date and time of next meeting
The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 11"
February 2026, starting at 7.30 p.m.

The meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.
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