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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11th FEBRUARY 2026 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Robert Goulding (Vice Chair) 
 Cllr. Neal Cameron 
 Cllr. Liberty Crabtree 
 Cllr. Adrian Farley 
 Cllr. Debbie Harvie 
 Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun 
 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 

Mark Whitaker (Warden) 
  
Also Present: Ward Cllrs. Herd and Poulsen attended the meeting. 
 1 member of the public attended the meeting. 
 2 PCSOs attended the meeting. 
 

 
Minutes 

 
559/26 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Akhurst. The reasons for absence were 
approved. 

 
560/26 Disclosures of Interest 

a) One declaration of interest was received from Cllr. Cameron in connection with planning 
application 26/00206/HOU – The Croft, Station Road. 

b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
561/26 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 14th January 2026 were confirmed and 
adopted as a true and correct record. 

b) The outstanding issues report was noted. The following updates were provided. 
i. Cllr. Cameron stated that a meeting with Bradford Planning had been arranged for 24th 

February at 10.30 am. Meeting to discuss enforcement issues, the Local Plan, grey belt 
criteria and PIP’s. 
Cllr. Harvie commented that she had attended a Planning seminar and there is a lot of 
confusion and inconsistency over the criteria that classes land as grey belt. 

ii. Cllr. Eastwood stated that a meeting had been held at the Community Centre with Cllr. 
Goulding, Ward Cllr. Herd and officers from Bradford Council regarding the provision of 
EV Charging points in the car park. Bradford Council indicated a willingness to provide 
funding for the project, but this is currently delayed due to an issue with the 
procurement process. 

iii. Cllr. Eastwood had contacted Cllr. Kamran Hussain and Noreen Akhtar of Bradford 
Council requesting a further update as to the progress with the asset transfer of the 
Toilet Blocks in the Recreation Ground.  
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562/26  Guest Speakers 
a) Ward Councillors. 

i. Ward Councillor Rebecca Poulsen 
a) Keepers Lodge, Hebden Road – Requested Highways to conduct a safety 

inspection since several cars have gone off the road at this point. It was 
suggested that the road markers identifying the edge of the road need to be 
replaced. Cllr. Cameron also suggested asking for the road surface specification 
to be checked as it appeared very shiny. 

b) West Drive – Received a request for double yellow lines down one side of West 
Drive as residents are finding it difficult to exit and enter their drives. The Chair 
commented that as a resident he could relate to the issue raised, but wished it 
to be noted that he had not made the request.  
Cllr. Joomun stated that a vehicle is parking on a regular basis close to the corner 
of Hebden Road and Station Road. Drivers coming down Hebden Road and 
turning left onto Station Road will not see the vehicle until the last minute, 
which is deemed unsafe. 
Cllr. Cameron stated the same situation happens with vehicles coming along 
Keighley Road and turning left onto Station Road. 

c) Cross Lane – Received a complaint regarding a noisy generator. The developer 
has now connected to mains electricity so the generator is no longer required. 
Also received a complaint about mud on the road. The contractor had explained 
that the road sweeper had broken and it took time to hire a replacement.  

d) Sykes Lane – The surface water issue was now with the Drainage Team of 
Bradford Council and Yorkshire Water who need to decide whose responsibility 
it is to resolve. 

e) Planning Application on Moorhouse Lane – This PIP application did not go to 
Planning Committee due to the workload of the Planning Officer, who has 
requested more time to review from the applicant. Concerns were raised that 
the applicant could refuse. 

f) Domestic Refuse collection in Village – It has been difficult to obtain a suitable 
response from officers of Bradford Council. Met with Chief Executive who has 
been forwarded a response received. Chief Executive will be looking into the 
matter as deemed response unacceptable. However, advice remains to leave the 
bins out until collected. 

g) Modality (Health Surgery) – Seems to have been some previous 
miscommunication over the move to online prescriptions. Paper prescriptions 
are not going to be removed. 

ii. Ward Councillor Chris Herd 
a) EV Charging – Mentioned Community Centre, as previously discussed. Consulted 

Railway Station and they don’t want chargers in their car parks. 
b) Café at  Railway Station – Discussed with Railway Station regarding increasing 

awareness that a café exists. Seems to have been promoted on Facebook since 
the meeting. Cllr. Harvie also stated that the Co-op is struggling to get the 
footfall back since its closure and staff would like to see a coffee machine 
installed to match the Haworth branch. 

c) Nab Water Lane / Hill House Edge Lane – Still an issue with cars going off the 
road. To be raised with senior officers at Calderdale Council. 

d) Tractor run – There is a tractor run this Sunday although it doesn’t come through 
Oxenhope. Money raised is for Sue Ryder Manorlands Hospice and Baton of 
Hope Charities. 

e) Ward Partnership – An Action Day is going to be arranged to cover the area from 
Cross Roads to Shaw Lane with a view to getting gullies unblocked and leaves 
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cleared. Date to be agreed. Request made for Oxenhope Village Council to be 
informed so other problem areas can be included. 
Cllr. Goulding stated that Upper Marsh Lane is getting worse with the increase in 
HGV vehicles using the road. Ward Cllr. Poulsen to refer the matter. 
Cllr. Harvie stated that Trough Lane is also in a bad state of repair due to the 
increase in traffic resulting from the diversion that is in place. Ward Cllr. Poulsen 
will also refer this matter. 
 

b) Other Guest Speakers 
Two PCSOs attended the meeting and provided local crime statistics from the 1st December 
2025. Informed the meeting that they attend the Youth Club on Friday nights. A discussion 
took place regarding the issues with Hill House Edge Lane.  
It was stressed that each incident needs to be reported as this feeds into the level of Police 
allocated to an area. Cllr. Eastwood stated that they would promote reporting wherever 
possible.  
Discussion took place about the PCSOs having to use public transport to get around the 
area. Cllr. Eastwood will write to the Chief Inspector outlining the need for a more efficient 
way of serving the village community. 
 

563/26 Planning Applications 
a) 25/04583/FUL – Land North of Hebden Bridge Road, Oxenhope – Improvement to existing 

access and installation of gates. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

b) 26/00164/HOU – 29 Moorhouse Lane, Oxenhope – Single storey rear extension. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

c) 26/00252/HOU – 2 Best Lane, Oxenhope – Single storey rear extension, two storey side 
extension and detached single garage. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. The Council 
assumes that Highways Officers will assess and comment on access and safety, noting that 
vehicles will need to reverse out of the drive, which is close to the junction of Best Lane and 
Hebden Road. 
 

d) 26/00206/HOU – the Croft, Station Road, Oxenhope – Single storey rear extension and 
new opening at lower ground level on south elevation. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 

 
564/26 Calderdale Energy Park 
 Cllr. Eastwood provided an update after attending a meeting regarding the Calderdale Energy 

Park and the proposed planning application. The number of wind turbines has been reduced, the 
capacity has been reduced and the planning application process was set out. Over the coming 
year all interested parties will need to express their interests. The battery storage is being 
removed, there has been a change as to where the power is being routed to – now a sub-station 
in Bradford and the access points are being changed. 
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565/26 Marsh Common 
 Cllr. Goulding, in discussion with the Warden, suggested that the best way forward is to engage 

a contractor to do an exploratory dig to find the concrete pipes. The Warden has already found 
two manholes. Cllr. Eastwood stated care would need to be taken to avoid disturbing hazardous 
waste during the dig. The Warden also stated that there is a possible sewer crossing the land. 

 
 Resolved: 
 A suitable method statement and risk assessment to be produced before any work is 

undertaken. The contractor to be advised of the potential risks and controls required. Sewer and 
utility maps to be consulted.  
Initial expenditure up to £1,500 approved for exploratory works. 

  
566/26 Rose Garden 
 A quote from Steve Thorpe had been received with regard to maintenance of the side beds, due 

to be cleared and planted in the Spring.  
 
 Resolved: 
 To approve an increase in annual maintenance of £700.  
 
 Cllr. Harvie mentioned that Oxenhope Climate Action have arranged to work on an area in the 

Rose Garden at 10.00 am on 9th May and suggested that it would be good to organise a Village 
Action Day at the same time. 

 
 Resolved: 
 Cllr. Harvie to organise the Village Action Day. 
 
 Noted that the meeting to discuss proposals for the centre bed and the recent consultation has 

not yet taken place. 
 
 Resolved: 
 Cllr. Harvie to organise the meeting as a matter of urgency with Cllrs. Farley and Crabtree. 
 
567/26 Deposit Scheme for Allotments 
 Discussion took place. 
 
 Resolved: 
 The Clerk to provide Cllr. Farley with a copy of the current Tenancy Agreement so the Deposit 

Scheme can be incorporated into the document. 
 Level of deposit to be obtained before commencement of tenancy to be set at £75.00. 
 
568/26 New Allotment Site 
 Cllr. Cameron had undertaken further research and stated that covenants were in place which 

rendered a good portion of the proposed site unuseable. He also stated that a path ran down 
the middle of the site. 

 
 Resolved: 
 Cllr. Cameron to arrange a meeting on site and to contact the resident who expressed an 

interest in setting up a community garden in the past. 
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569/26 Accountability and Governance 
 Cllr. Eastwood updated Members on a new Assertion 10 forming part of the Annual Governance 

and Accountability Return 2025/26. An assessment of compliance was noted and findings 
reviewed and discussed.  

 
Resolved: 

 To confirm that the Council has followed digital and data compliance requirements during the 
current financial year. 

 
570/26 IT and Email Policy 
 A new draft policy was discussed. Minor amendments suggested. 
 

Resolved: 
 To adopt the IT and Email Policy, as amended. 
 
571/26 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 

a) Moving Allotment AGM date – Discussion took place. It was queried why it couldn’t be 
later in the year but noted that twelve months notice needs to be given of any changes to 
fees. Working on a financial year basis this could mean that changes could not be 
implemented for well over a year if the date did not allow for ratification of changes by 
Council following the AGM and before the end of the financial year. 
 
Resolved: 
To move the Allotment AGM date to February. 
 

b) Grit bin on Sykes Lane – Discussion took place. 
 
Resolved: 
To add the Grit Bin on Sykes Lane to the Asset Register for Oxenhope Village Council which 
now means it is owned by the Village Council and will be replenished by the Village Council. 
 

c) Emergency Plan – Discussion took place as to who would be willing to become a contact 
for the Emergency Plan. Discussion also took place as to a suitable second Rest Centre. 
 
Resolved: 
Clerk to add Cllrs. Harvie and Joomun to the plan. 
Clerk to add Mercy Home premises as the second Rest Centre. 
 

d) Complaints Policy – Discussion took place. Minor amendment made to item 7 whereby a 
complaint can also be made to any Councillor in the event of a conflict. 
 
Resolved: 
To adopt the complaints policy, as amended. 

 
572/26 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted. Cllr. Cameron stated that there seems to be an increase in litter 

throughout the village and suggested a litter pick to be organised. 
 
 Resolved: 
 To organise a spring litter pick. 
 
573/26 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
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574/26 Correspondence 
 A request for a grant had been received from Yorkshire Air Ambulance. The application was 

discussed in detail and whilst a very worthy and highly valued service, Members noted the 
funding request was not specific to the village and was not therefore something that would 
ordinarily be supported financially by the Village Council.  

 
 Resolved: 
 Not to approve the grant. 
 
575/26 Financial Matters  

Resolved: 
a) To approve the previously considered increase in Allotment Rents and removal of 

concessions for 2027/28, following the recent consultation. 
b) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.  
c) To authorise the following payments. 

 

Payee Amount Description 

ANBG Membership 2026 £75.00 
Annual renewal of membership  
(Inv. 388) 

JE Home & Garden Services £150.00 
Hedge trimming on Mallard View  
(Inv. 2526-067) 

Oxenhope Methodist 
Church 

£54.50 Room Hire for December and January 

Mark Whitaker £25.20 Mileage Claim for Dec 2025 to Jan 2026 

Colin Moses £250.00 
Stump grinding in centre bed in Rose 
Garden (Inv. 1603) 

 
576/26 Minor items and items for next agenda 
 To add the following agenda items for the meeting in March 2026: - 

• Perimeter CCTV for Oxenhope -  to discuss the options available. 
 
577/26 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 11th March 

2026, starting at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 The meeting closed at 9.17 p.m. 
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