Present:

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11" MARCH 2026
AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM

Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair)
Cllr. Neal Cameron

Clir. Liberty Crabtree

Cllr. Adrian Farley

Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun

Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO)
Mark Whitaker (Warden)

Also Present:  Ward CliIrs. Golding and Herd attended the meeting.

2 members of the public attended the meeting.

Minutes

578/26 Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from ClIrs. Goulding, Akhurst, Harvie and Ward ClIr.
Poulsen. The reasons for absence were approved.

579/26

580/26

Signed

Disclosures of Interest

a)

b)
c)

Declarations of interest were received from Clirs. Eastwood and Cameron in connection
with the Rose Garden (personal interests by virtue of proximity) and Clir. Eastwood in
connection with the planning application (personal interest as a customer of a business
owned by the applicant).

No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received.
No requests for dispensation were received.

Minutes of Meetings

a)

b)

The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 11* February 2026 were confirmed and
adopted as a true and correct record. Cllr. Cameron suggested using Al to assist with
production of minutes in future meetings. Cllr. Eastwood stated that an email from YLCA on
this subject had recently been received and that the Council’s use of Microsoft 365 included
access to CoPilot, which could assist with meeting transcription.

Resolved:
Cllr. Eastwood and the Clerk to assess the viability of using Al for recording meetings and
report back in due course.

The outstanding issues report was noted. The following updates were provided: -

i. Cllr. Eastwood stated that he had received an acknowledgement from the Assistant
Director to the recent follow up enquiry, but a substantive response had not yet been
received regarding the asset transfer of the toilet buildings in the recreation ground.

ii. Cllr. Eastwood stated that no further updates had been received regarding the EV
charging points within the Village. It was noted that the Bradford Council Officer had
been absent due to illness and there were reported complications around the
procurement process.
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581/26

582/26

Signed

iii.  Cllr. Cameron stated that Marsh Common focus was now on investigating the viability
of locating and possibly re-instating the use of the existing culvert.

iv.  Cllr. Eastwood stated that work on the Local Coucil Awards application was
progressing.

Public Participation

A resident raised an enquiry regarding the planning process and how they would be notified
should an application be received for an area of land. ClIr. Eastwood explained the process.
Ward ClIr. Golding stated that Denholme Town Council publish links to planning applications on
their website. It was noted Oxenhope Village Council include details on meeting agendas and
minutes. Clirs. Eastwood and Cameron stressed the importance of interrogating the Planning
Portal on a regular basis. The resident thanked members.

Guest Speakers
a) Ward Councillors.
i.  Ward Councillor Rebecca Poulsen

Although not in attendance, the following updates had been provided in advance and

shared via ClIr. Eastwood: -

a) Hill House Edge Lane and Winter Weather — the issue of closing this road in bad
weather and working with Calderdale Council to co-ordinate this closure had
been raised with Highways at Bradford Council. The latest information from
Highways was that Calderdale Council have installed a warning sign and Bradford
Council will be installing similar imminently.

b) Roundabout at Muffin Corner — The request for double yellow lines on the exits
has been added to the Highways list to be considered at the next funding round
in the new civic year.

) Oxenhope School Road Safety — The Active Travel Team are looking at
Oxenhope as a possible location for some Access to School work following
concerns raised to the Road Safety Team.

Cllr. Crabtree and Rev. Hayes enquired whether a school crossing patrol could be
provided. Cllr. Cameron stated that there were issues with the visibility on the
bend of Hebden Bridge Road outside the school. However, it was noted that a
crossing could safely be located further down Hebden Bridge Road, where there
are dropped kerbs and a pedestrian island (opposite the Rose Garden).

Resolved:
Ward Clir. Golding to take the matter up with Highways and report back.

ii. Ward Councillor Chris Herd

a) Nab Water Lane / Hill House Edge Lane — Requested an update as to the
operation and monitoring of the CCTV camera.

b) Shaw Lane / West Shaw Lane — This road is down for resurfacing and
improvements. This includes the potholes and sides of the road.

) EV Charging points — No further update available.

d) Village Perimeter CCTV — ClIr. Cameron stated that this item is on the agenda
but wished it to be raised with Ward CllIr. Herd. Ward ClIr. Herd explained that in
other areas the Police Crime Team have provided funding and he had asked
about BRSK and Quickline possibly providing assistance and using their network
infrastucture. Agreed that this does need exploring. Cllr. Cameron stated that
should only require 4 to 6 cameras.

8" April 2026 2373



583/26

584/26

585/26

586/26

Signed

Resolved:

Ward Clir. Herd to make enquiries.

Clir. Eastwood to make enquiries with Quickline.
Cllr. Cameron to make enquiries with BT.

e) Cock Hill — Cllr. Cameron stated that Ward ClIr. Poulsen was going to make
enquiries regarding the increase in the number of vehicles coming off the road in
this area. Ward ClIr. Herd stated that he had a meeting with Highways regarding
Brow Road so will mention it at that meeting with a view to taking a look.

b) Other Guest Speakers
Rev. Hayes enquired how to obtain refuse bins for the Church.

Resolved:
Ward Cllr. Golding to take the matter up with Bradford Council on behalf of the Church.

Planning Applications

a) 26/00538/HOU - Quarry Bank House, Black Moor Road, Oxenhope — Two-storey side
extension, single-storey front extension and a front porch.

Resolved:
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application.

b) Cllr. Eastwood stated that notes from the meeting between Clirs. Eastwood and Cameron
with Bradford Council Planning Managers had been circulated prior to the meeting. The
meeting had focused on the Village Council’s concerns about enforcement issues and an
update will be shared when a response is received. A follow up meeting is planned in the
near future.

Perimeter CCTV for Oxenhope
Discussed under Guests and Speakers item.

Rose Garden

Cllr. Farley stated that the Rose Garden Working Group had met to consider consultations,
feedback and options for treatment and improvement of the central area. A report and
recommendations had been attached to the agenda as appendix 2. Decision now needs to be
made as to way forward. ClIr. Joomun raised a concern about the possible provision of Apple
Trees as they could pose a safety risk. Cllr. Cameron raised a concern that nothing that could be
weaponised should be used. The suggested gravel should perhaps be replaced with granite setts.
There is also the possibility that youths will climb on any stone feature and congregate around it.
Further discussion took place.

Resolved:
To accept the Working Group’s conclusions and recommendations in principle and request
costings.

Exchange of Information and Discussion Points

a) Litter Bin Muffin Corner — The Clerk updated members with information from Bradford
Council. Litter bin to be replaced by Bradford Council in due course, but one is not available
at the moment.
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587/26

588/26

589/26

590/26

Signed

b) Community Emergency Plan — Discussion took place re. previously circulated plan.

Resolved:
To adopt the updated Community Emergency Plan.

c) Oxenhope Climate Action — Noted change of date from 10:00 am 9" May to 10:30 am on
25™ April 2026.

Safety Inspection Reports
The reports were noted. Cllr. Cameron enquired if someone else could take on inspecting the
Horseshoe Dam and Mallard View area. Discussion took place.

Resolved:

Clir. Crrabtree to take this inspection on with initial guidance from Clir. Cameron and the
Warden.

Village Warden’s Report
The Warden’s report was noted.

Financial Matters

Resolved:

a) To authorise expenditure up to £300 for the provision of compost bins and materials for
construction of a ‘bug hotel’ for the Rose Garden.

b) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.

¢) To authorise the following payments.

Payee Amount Description

YLCA £18.20 Training Webinar for Clir. Harvie (invoice

INV-5223)
YLCA £27.40 Training Webinar for Clerk
YLCA £105.00 Training Day for Clerk (invoice INV-5408)
Colin Moses £350.00 Tree works at Horseshoe Dam and shrub

pruning on Waterside (invoice 1608)

Minor items and items for next agenda

a) Station Road - ClIr. Joomun stated that the dip in Station Road was getting bad once more
and would only get worse due to the road works which cause standing traffic in the area.
Discussion took place.

Resolved:
Cllr. Joomun to report the matter to Yorkshire Water and Highways. Clir. Eastwood to

provide details of the Highways Manager.

b) New Allotment Site, Oxenhope - Clir. Cameron to organise a site visit and provide an update
for consideration at the next meeting.
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591/26 Date and time of next meeting
The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 8 April
2026, starting at 7.30 p.m. To note the Annual Parish Meeting will be held in advance,
commencing at 7.15 p.m.

The meeting closed at 8.43 p.m.
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