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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8th APRIL 2026 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Robert Goulding (Vice Chair) 
 Cllr. Andrew Akhurst 
 Cllr. Neal Cameron 
 Cllr. Liberty Crabtree 
 Cllr. Adrian Farley 
 Cllr. Debbie Harvie 
 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 

Mark Whitaker (Warden) 
  
Also Present: Ward Cllrs. Herd and Poulsen attended the meeting. 
 4 members of the public attended the meeting. 
 

 
Minutes 

 
592/26 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. Joomun and Ward Cllr. Golding. The 
reasons for absence were approved. 

 
593/26 Disclosures of Interest 

a) Declaration of interest was received from Cllr. Akhurst in connection with the planning 
application at Middle Isle Farm, as it is his residence. 

b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
594/26 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 11th March 2026 were confirmed and 
adopted as a true and correct record.  

b) The outstanding issues report was noted. The following updates were provided: - 
i. Cllr. Eastwood stated that he had not received a substantive response regarding the 

asset transfer of the toilet buildings in the recreation ground even though a further 
reminder had been sent to senior officers. Will continue to chase. 

ii. Cllr. Eastwood stated that the EV charging project was still on going.  
 
595/26 Public Participation 

A resident raised an enquiry regarding the security on the main routes into the village. 
Discussion took place and it was explained that the Village Council will be looking into the 
options available, but had to be mindful of data protection issues, who is going to pay for the 
cameras and who would monitor them. The Village Council is looking into these issues in further 
detail.  
 
A query was raised as to who is going to monitor the ‘fly-tipping’ cameras at both ends of Hill 
House Edge Lane. The Chair stated it had been his understanding both cameras would be 
monitored by Calderdale Council, who had obtained the original funding for the project.  
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There did seem to be some current confustion and uncertainty about arrangements and the 
Council would seek further clarification (to be added to the outstanding issues report). 
 
A resident asked for an update on what is happening with Baby Born Farm. Cllr. Eastwood stated 
that two members had recently met with senior planning officers and there were outstanding 
enforcement actions. Planning are considering a potential prosecution and are minded to serve 
additional notices. Cllr. Cameron stated that Baby Born Farm is registered for Council Tax. The 
Village Council intends to maintain a watching brief on the issue and continue to request 
appropriate enforcement action by Bradford Council. 

 
596/26 Guest Speakers 

a) Ward Councillors. 
i. Ward Councillor Rebecca Poulsen 

a) Hill House Edge Lane and Winter Weather – the new sign is now in place for 
snow and ice stating ‘Road Closed’. Agreement has yet to be made as to how the 
signage at both ends of Hill House Edge Lane will operate. 

b) Bench in Recreation Ground – a request had been made for the provision of a 
bench or benches. Parks have been consulted who stated that bench provision is 
usually in memory of a resident but will look into whether there is any funding 
available. Cllr. Eastwood stated that the Village Council has a project to 
commence which will locate and record the condition of benches around the 
Village with a view to repair or replacement as required, on a roling basis. The 
Council has also been gifted two sets of cast bench ends, requiring the addition 
of timber slats. Cllr. Cameron stated that it might be worth contacting the 
Football Club since they are a major user of the recreation ground. 

c) Calderdale Energy Park – a statutory consultation process started on 8th April. 
Concern has been raised over timing as Councils enter the pre-election period, 
noting some existing councillors being consulted may not be re-elected or may 
not be standing for re-election. No response had been received. 

d) Marsh Planning Application – this has been refused on density grounds. 
e) Worth Valley Ward boundaries – Since the ward boundaries have been 

realigned to include Denholme a concern had been raised with the Police as to 
how they were going to service the area. Concerns were raised by members that 
the Police could only get to Oxenhope via public transport. These concerns will 
be raised with the Police directly by members. 

ii. Ward Councillor Chris Herd 
a) Cock Hill – Highways were taken to the location of several recent accidents while 

they were in the area. It was self-evident that vehicles were leaving the road. 
Highways agreed to look into this matter. 

b) Oxenhope Primary School Road Crossing – Highways agreed to look into 
whether a crossing can be provided. 

c) Planning – will keep feeding back concerns. 
d) Recognition and reward – discussion took place on options for recognising 

contributions to the village. Ward Cllr. Herd will raise the matter with the Lord 
Mayor’s office. 

e) Utilities roadworks – Cllr. Cameron raised the matter of the condition the 
highway was left in once the latest round of roadworks moved on. An example is 
only two letters out of the word ‘SLOW’ being repainted when the whole word 
had faded anyway. Also since storm ‘David’ passed through all the signage was 
now laid down. It was also noted that spoil from the digging has now blocked 
road gullies. Request made to ask Highways to get the utility company to come 
back and finish the job properly. 
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f) Culvert on Marsh Lane – Cllr. Goulding stated that the culvert is blocked and 
Bradford Council have cleared it in the past. Request made for this matter to be 
raised with Highways. 

g) Sink Hole in Station Road – Ward Cllr. Poulsen stated that this matter was still 
awaiting a decision from either Highways or Yorkshire Water as to whose 
responsibility it is to rectify. Will continue to chase.  
 

597/26 Planning Applications 
 

a) 26/00374/FUL – Middle Isle Farm, Isle Lane, Oxenhope – Change of use of first floor over 
the garage to form a self-contained flat for holiday letting (Retrospective). 
(Cllr Akhurst left the room during discussion). 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

b) 26/00697/FUL – Moorfield, Marsh Lane, Oxenhope – Replacement agricultural building. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council objects to this application. 
 
The proposal does not reference or comply with the made Village Neighbourhood Plan. 
Policy ED6, Agricultural Expansion or Diversification, states that support will be given to 
proposals for the expansion or diversification of existing agricultural businesses providing a 
statement accompanies the planning application which demonstrates that it contributes to 
achieving sustainable economic development and there is a clear and viable economic case 
for the proposal. This application includes neither. 
 
The existing building mentioned is a relatively small stables. The application does not 
provide sufficient evidence to justify its replacement with a large, detached building 
prominently positioned within the site.  
 
The field(s) included in the site boundary do not require the use of complex, valuable 
agricultural equipment for their maintenance and as such there is no justifiable need for a 
large storage building. 
 
There is no economic case made for existing or extended agricultural use of the site and as 
such the application should be refused. 
 

c) 26/01056/PIP – Land on Shaw Lane, Oxenhope – Construction of up to nine dwellings. 
 
It was noted that this application had just been added to the planning portal earlier in the 
day. The Village Council had not been notified of the application by Bradford Council and 
the Clerk would follow that up. Given that this is an application for Permission in Principle 
(PIP), with a short timescale for submission of consultation responses, members considered 
it appropriate to discuss and prepare a response (noting also that PIP applications are a two 
stage process and there would be opportunity for more detailed consideration and 
discussion should the application progress further). 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council does not oppose this application in principle. 
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However, the Council has concerns about the proposed development density and would 
question whether that constitutes best use of available land to meet local needs - or 
whether, in effect, up to 9 units are proposed simply in order to enable an application to 
progress under the PIP process. Planning procedures aside, it is our view that new 
development should make best use of available land resource, particularly in locations 
where there is pressure on Green Belt. 
 
Secondly, the Council is concerned to avoid additional development that does not meet 
local housing need. Consultations during development of the Neighbourhood Plan for 
Oxenhope confirmed that there is a significant need for affordable housing in the village. 
There is no evidence of a need for new 4 or 5 bedroom executive style homes. Should this 
application progress to the Technical Details stage the Village Council requests that local 
housing needs including affordability are appropriately reflected in the final scheme design 
and proposed housing mix. 
 
Lastly, the Council notes potential highway implications with regard to access and egress 
and the increased vehicular use of a narrow country lane and assumes therefore that 
careful consideration would be given to these aspects by the Highway Authority at the 
Technical Details stage. 
 

598/26 New Allotment Site 
 Cllrs. Eastwood, Cameron, Farley and Harvie met on site. Discussion took place. 
 
 Resolved: 

• To consult the owner of the land to see if willing to sell or rent. 
• Consult with existing alloment holders and residents on the waiting list. 

  
599/26 Planning Consultation – Enforcement Matters (document previously issued to members) 
 Cllr. Eastwood stated that the response from Bradford Planning following the recent meeting 

only addressed a few of the issues raised by the Village Council. The various delays to 
enforcement action were agreed to be a significant concern and the Council had little confidence 
in the assurances given. 

 
 Resolved: 
 To escalate the matter with Bradford Council by way of complaint. 
 
600/26 Rose Garden 

 Discussion took place on options to progress improvements proposed by the Rose Garden 
Working Group.  

 
Resolved: 
• Working group to meet the contractor who resurfaced the paths for an informal discussion 

on options and possible costs.  
• Working group to contact Steve Thorpe to discuss reshaping and improvement of the 

central top and bottom beds. Foliage height in bottom bed to be reduced so sculpture is 
more visable. 

• Additional Christmas lighting to cherry trees at the top of the garden to be further explored 
with the Council’s supplier in due course. 

 
601/26 Calderdale Energy Park (CEP) 
 Cllr. Eastwood requested a volunteer to support attendance at the CEP Parish Forum 

consultation meetings (first meeting of which is on 20th April). 
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 It was also noted correspondence had just been received with regard to statutory consultation 

over the proposed application for a development consent order (DCO) for the Calderdale Energy 
Park (Walshaw Moor Wind Farm). Various key dates were briefly discussed and noted. 

 
 Resolved: 
 Cllrs. Eastwood and Akhurst will attend the CEP Parish Forum meetings on behalf of Oxenhope 

Village Council. The Village Council will ensure that consultation and engagement details are 
made publicly available in Oxenhope, including via the noticeboard and social media. 

 
 
602/26 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted.  

Cllr. Eastwood thanked the Warden for his recent work in Marsh Common in connection with 
the investigation works undertaken. A further exploratory survey is required to ascertain the 
best way to link the upper and lower culverts together, ensuring there would be adequate fall to 
maintain satisfactory flow if new pipework was installed. Some trees will need removal to 
facilitate access by machine. 

 
 Resolved: 
 Further interim expenditure up to £1,000 was approved for tree works and a survey. 
 

Cllr. Crabtree noted on the Safety Inspection Report for the Horseshoe Dam that the snicket 
path was in a poor state of repair. The Chair stated the path was a public right of way and 
maintenance would be the responsibility of Bradford Council.  

 
 Resolved: 
 The Clerk to refer the snicket to Bradford Council to confirm status and request repair. 
 
603/26 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
 
604/26 Financial Matters  

Resolved: 
a) To note balances and bank reconciliation reports.  
b) To authorise the following payments. 

 

Payee Amount Description 

Oxenhope Millennium Green £2,000 Annual Support Grant 

Oxenhope Millennium Green £30 Oxenhope Village Fete Stall Fee (Inv. 
OMG 2) 

Oxenhope Methodis Church £40 Room Hire for February and March 

 
605/26 Minor items and items for next agenda 

a) Recognition and reward – options to be discussed. 
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606/26 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 13th May 

2026, starting at 7.30 p.m. To note that this is the Annual Meeting of the Council. 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m. 


