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Dear Councillor,  
 
You are summoned to attend the Annual Meeting of Oxenhope Village Council, to be held on 
Wednesday 13th May 2026 at 7.30 p.m. in the Methodist Church, 1 West Drive, Oxenhope. 
 
 
 

Clerk to the Village Council 
8th May 2026 

 

AGENDA 
 
1) Election of Chair for 2026/27 

 
2) Election of Vice Chair for 2026/27 
 
3) Apologies for Absence 

To consider apologies offered and approval of absence. 
 
4) Disclosure of Interest 

To receive disclosure of personal and prejudicial interest from members on matters to be considered 
at the meeting: - 
 
a)  To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda; 
b)  To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest; 
c)   To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate. 

 
5) Minutes of Meetings (previously circulated to Members) 

a) To approve minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 8th April 2026. 
b) To note the Outstanding Issues Report (Appendix 1) and decide further action where necessary. 

 
6) Public Participation 

To allow members of the public to make representations, provide information or give evidence in 
respect of the business on the agenda. 
 

7) Guests and Speakers 
a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors. 
b) Other guest speakers. 

 
8) Planning Applications 

To formulate observations relating to the following application: - 
 

a) 26/00897/FUL – The Barn, Middle Isle Farm, Isle Lane, Oxenhope – Sub-division of Middle Isle 
Farm House into two separate dwellings. 
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b) 26/01327/HOU – Gledhow Lodge, Moorhouse Lane, Oxenhope – Detached car port. 
 

c) 26/00828/FUL – Westcroft Farm, Hebden Bridge Raod, Oxenhope – Porch to north east 
elevations, PV roof panels,alterations to windows, external battery store, and chimney flue. 
Alterations to curtilage and installation of turbine. 

 
(Planning applications can be viewed via Bradford Council’s online system 
https://planning.bradford.gov.uk/online-applications). 

 
9) Planning Appeals 

a) 26/00036/APPFL2 – Moorhouse Lane, Oxenhope – 9 Dwellings. 
 

10) Calderdale Energy Park (CEP) 
To receive an update from Cllrs Eastwood and Akhurst following CEP Parish Liaison Forum meeting(s). 
To discuss the consultation and determine the Council’s approach. 

 
11) Appointments 

To agree appointments for 2026/27 to the following positions:- 
a) Allotments Lead 
b) Rose Garden Lead 
c) Horseshoe Dam, Mallard View Play Area, Sculpture Trail and Waterside Lead 
d) Marsh Common Lead 
e) Rights of Way Lead 
f) Oxenhope School Representative 
g) YLCA Branch Meeting Representtives (two positions) 
h) Millennium Green Trustee 
i) Village Council Liaison representative (for meetings with Bradford Council) 
j) Oxenhope Community Association 
k) Staffing Committee 
l) Emergency Planning Lead 
m) Communications Officer 
n) EV Charging Points Lead 
o) Fairtrade Lead 
p) Calderdale Energy Park Leads (two positions) 

 
12) Annual Review of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Policies 

To note the annual review of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Policies. To review updated 
Data Protection and Councillor Privacy Policies. To confirm as satisfactory. 
 
(Existing policies can be viewed via the Council’s website at 
https://oxenhopevillagecouncil.gov.uk/about/policies-procedures/). 
 

13) Risk Management  
To note existing arrangements for the management and control of risks have been reviewed and 
considered to remain appropriate (Council adopted revised and updated policy and risk assessment 
documentation last year). 

 
14) Asset Register (document circulated to members).  

To note asset register and to confirm as satisfactory. 
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15) Marsh Common (Quote emailed to Members) 

To discuss and review quotation received from Stephen Green for works required to repair / reinstate 
the culverted stream. To authorise or otherwise related expenditure. 

 
16) Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 

a) To discuss a residents request for a dog waste bin to be located on the path next to the bamboo 
field near Pawsons. 

b) To note the installation of a litter bin at Muffin Corner. 
c) To note a request received from The Aire Rivers Trust for use the Millennium Green at 6.30 pm on 

4th June for a Riverfly demonstration evening to recruit new monitors. The aim is to recruit 
volunteers and to expand the sampling network. There are two sampling projects being 
undertaken. 
i) Riverfly Monitoring – Counting river bugs to see how healthy the ecology of the river is. 
ii) River Worth Water Rangers – chemical sampling to see what pollution is entering the river. 
 
More information is available on the Aire Rivers Trust website (search for  Riverfly). Volunteers 
may sign up using the following link: - 
 
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/2026-river-worth-riverfly-training-4834063  

 
17) Correspondence (Appendix 2) 

a) Heights Lane lay-by – enquiry from resident. 
 

18) Safety Inspection Reports (Appendix 3) 
To review the monthly safety inspection reports and decide upon required actions. To authorise 
expenditure as deemed appropriate to manage and maintain assets under Village Council 
stewardship. 
 

19) Village Warden’s Report (Appendix 4) 
To note the Warden’s report.  

 
20) Financial Matters 

a) To note that enquiries have revealed that the CIL for the Cross Lane development will be paid by 
installments, in September 2026 and March 2027. Each installment will be for £3,578.47 so a total 
of £7,156.94 will be received. 

b) To note purchases using procurement card and to confirm as satisfactory (document previously 
circulated to Members). 

c) To authorise the following accounts for payment: - 
 

Payee Amount Description 

YLCA £826.00 Annual Membership (Inv. 6010) 

Steve Thorpe & Son £134.40 
Rose Garden Grounds Maintenance (Inv. 
9114) 

Npower £15.62 
Christmas Tree Lights & Motifs (Inv. 
IN15222596) 
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S.T. Green Excavation & Plant 
Hire 

£540 
Marsh Common investigation works (Inv. 
1003) 

Zurich Municipal £663.14 
Annual renewal of insurance policy (Inv. 
555102370) 

SLCC £200 Annual subscription (Inv. MEM257668-1) 

Haworth Hedges & Trees £550 
Felling of trees on Marsh Common (INV-
000026) 

CBMDC £6,552 Contribution towards staffing Youth Club 
sessions (Inv. 73901970049) 

 
d) To note the balances and bank reconciliation reports (Appendix 5). 
e) To renew authorisation for the following recurring payment arrangements:- 

i. Lloyds Bank Procurement Cards fee (currently hold two cards at £3 each per month) 
ii. Unity Trust Bank Service Charges (currently £7 per month) 
iii. Information Commissioners Office Registration Fee (2025 was £47 due in June 2026) 
iv. Home working and printing allowances for Clerk (currently £35 per month) 
v. Scribe Finance Software (currently £67.20 per month) 
vi. Adobe Software (£14.99 per month) 
vii. Mobile phones for Clerk and Warden (variable amount per month, dependant on usage. 

Typically less than £20 for the two) 
viii. HMRC Tax and NIC contributions (currently £491.75 per month) 
ix. WYPF Employers contributions (currently £242.11 per month) 
x. Business Stream (water for allotments. Variable amount.) 

 
21) Minor Items and Items for Next Agenda 

To note minor items and items for the next agenda. 
 
22) Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Village Council will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on 
Wednesday 10th June 2026 starting at 7.30 p.m.  
 

THIS IS A MEETING HELD IN PUBLIC - ALL WELCOME 
 

(A full version of the agenda with appendices is available at https://oxenhopevillagecouncil.gov.uk ) 
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Appendix 1 – Outstanding Issues Report 
 
 

Subject Issues Responsibility Date last 
actioned 

Outcome/ 
Notes/further action 
required 

Toilet buildings 
on Recreation 
Ground 

To investigate 
possibility of a 
Community 
Asset Transfer 
(CAT)  
 

Cllr Eastwood & 
Clerk 

February 2026 Further follow up 
Email sent to CBMDC 
requesting progress on 
terms stated. 

Electric vehicles Installation of 
charging points 

Cllr Goulding January 2026 Cllrs Eastwood & 
Goulding met CBMDC. 
Proposals for EV 
charging points at 
Community Centre in 
preparation. 
 

Natural burial 
ground 

To investigate 
the possibility of 
establishing a 
natural burial 
ground 
 

Cllr Goulding 
Cllr Cameron 

September 2025 Cllr Goulding & Ward 
Cllr Poulsen to discuss 
possible site. 

Marsh Common Shelter / Picnic 
Area 

Cllr Cameron 
Clerk 

February 2026 Works to be 
undertaken to expose 
existing concrete pipes 
with a view to clearing 
any blockage. Trees 
identified to be felled 
to enable laying of new 
piping. 
 

Local Council 
Awards 

To make an 
application for 
Foundation Level 
under the LCAS 
(quality 
assurance 
scheme) 
 

Cllr Eastwood 
Clerk 

September 2025 Webinar attended. 
Scheme 
documentation 
downloaded and 
required actions 
documented. 

Hill House Edge 
Lane – 
Monitoring 
Cameras 

Which Local 
Authority will be 
undertaking the 
monitoring of 
both cameras 
(Bradford 
Council or 
Calderdale) 
 

Cllr Eastwood 
Clerk 

April 2026 Clarification required. 
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Appendix 2  – Correspondence 
 

a) Heights Lane lay-by -  enquiry from resident 

 
I didn’t know who to contact regarding this but thought the village council could possible 
do something to help! 
  
I walk and cycle up Heights Lane from the Sue Ryder home area on a regular basis. At the 
layby near the top (see image) there is an increasing number of discarded large Nitrous 
Oxide gas bottles, smoking of cannabis, fly tipping and gatherings of high power vehicles 
/ suspect looking people from out of the village. I’ve also had the misfortune to catch 
couples ‘at it’ in their vehicles when passing. None of these things do Oxenhope, its 
residents, children and visitors any favours at all.  
  
The layby is currently closed and been used for the water pipe works. Is it possible for the 
Village Council to pull some strings and ensure this layby is permanently closed? Top 
soil and boulders dropped where the current site compound is? Im sure the residents up 
there would also be ecstatic if that was to happen. Im also sure while making good the 
site this would almost be cost neutral. 
  
My hope is council members may have some contacts and be willing to help remove this 
problem? All that presuming this still falls within the Oxenhope area!  
  
Many thanks for taking the time to read and I hope something could possibly be done. 
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Appendix 3 - Safety Inspection Reports 
 

Rose Garden Monthly Inspection Report 
 
Name:  Cllr. Ken Eastwood   Date:   6th May 2026 
 
Weather: Cloudy sky and cold   Time: 17:40 
  

Description Yes (Y) 
/No (N) 

Comments 

1. Entrances – Are all entrances safe to 
use? 

Y  

2. Boundary Walls – Any defects? N  

3. Footpaths – Any defects? N  

4. Seating – All benches secured to the 
ground? 

Y  

5. Seating - Any defects which may cause 
personal injury? 

N  

6. Litter bins – All bins secured to the 
ground? 

Y  

7. Litter bins – All have bin liners? Y  

8. Litter bins – None overflowing? N  

9. Noticeboards – are both noticeboards 
secure? 

Y  

10. Noticeboards – does any information 
need updating or removed? 

 

N  

11. Electrical – Are all Christmas lights 
securely fixed in trees? 

 

Y  

12. Electrical – Is electrical box locked and 
secure? 

Y  

13. Trees – Do all trees look healthy? Y  

14. Trees – Are there any branches that 
need trimming? 

 

N  

15. Planting – Any damage to plants? N  

16. General - Any dog fouling visible in 
Garden? 

N  

17. Any other concerns or issues with the 
Rose Garden to raise with the Village 
Council? 

N  

 
I certify that I inspected the Rose Garden on the above date when the only defects observed were those 
recorded.  
 

Inspectors signature: Ken Eastwood 
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Allotments Monthly Safety Inspection Report 
 

Name: Cllr Debbie Harvie        Date: 13-05-26 
 

 Yes / 
No? 

Comment if necessary 

Any drainage issues such as collection of water on any 
one plot? 

N  

Are there any visible hazards on any of the plots   e.g. 
broken glass, containers of chemicals? 

N  

Is the access track in good condition? Y  

Any dog fouling visible on or within close proximity of 
access track? 

N  

Is the pedestrian swing gate working as it should? Y  

Is the field gate intact and locked? Y  

Is there any vegetation or branches which need removing 
and/or cutting back? 

N  

Has there been any reports of burning of garden refuse 
which has caused a nuisance? 

N  

Are there any visible defects in the boundary walls or 
fences? 

N  

How many people are currently on the waiting list for 
allotments? 

 15 people on waiting list as at 13-05-
2026 

 
I certify that I inspected the allotments on the above date when the only defects observed were those 
recorded above.  
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Appendix 4 – Village Warden Report 
 
I have undertaken the following tasks in April: 

• AEDs 

o Checked and recorded the status of the 5 AED’s under OVC care.  

 

• Litter picked: 

o Recreation Ground including play area, Millennium Green, Station Road and the play area on 

Mallard View. 

 

• Horseshoe Dam:  

o I have thinned out the new growth of the bullrushes, to stop them taking over that part of 

the dam area. 

o Cut down the new growth from the old tree stumps which run along the stream on Station 

Road. Utilised the branches in a dead hedge along the banking.  

o Cleared the inlet to the dam of debris and created a temporary leaky dam at the outlet, using 

branches to help create a deeper dam as it appears to be silting up. 

 

• Allotments:  

o Completed the tidy up of Plot 11b and finished the dead hedge. Conversed with the new 

tenants who have made a start at digging over the beds in the plot. I believe Plot 6b is still 

vacant and awaits allocating.  

 

• Marsh Common:  

o I cut back a lot of the vegetation with brush cutter to the north of the site around the kissing 

gate area.  

o The exploratory excavation was undertaken by the contractor which has revealed the best 

way forward would be to install a new plastic pipeline to run in direct line from the manhole 

chamber, (which junctions the stone culvert and the existing concrete pipes) to the gully 

where the stream emerges. Making the two buried concrete pipes redundant. A run of 50 

metres of 900mm diameter twin walled pipe will be required. I am grateful to Councillor 

Goulding for obtaining a quote from a supplier. 

o I cordoned the excavation areas off and fixed warning signs where required. The site was 

surveyed with regards to the depth of excavation needed to have the required fall for the 

water to flow.  

o I have informed Yorkshire Water that their pumped plastic sewer pipe which crosses Marsh 

Common has become exposed due to the erosion of the relief channel to the East of the site. 

I requested to be informed when they attend, but I haven't had notice yet.  

o I have identified 20 small trees (17 to the north of the site and 3 in the ravine), which will 

have to be felled to make working space for the excavator whilst digging the trench. I have 

arranged for a tree surgeon to carry out this work. 

o I took advice on how best to treat the Japanese Knotweed in the gully area. 

o Future tasks:  

▪ obtain a quote and carry out the installation of the pipe.  

▪ Create a water holding area in front of southern culvert entrance and secure land with 

large rocks to armour the pool.  

▪ Remove the metal fence around the collapsed southern stone culvert and replace stone 

capping.  

▪ Mark the locations of the key installations on the site via GPS for future reference.  
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▪ Connect a small field drain running from the fields into the eroded channel to the new 

pipe installation.  

▪ Fill the eroded channel to make the area safer for future users of the Common. 

▪ Skip to remove bagged waste from site. 

▪ Remove existing silt from the stone culvert and manhole which may require exposing the 

stone culvert higher up stream to the northern end of the site to improve flow.  
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Appendix 5 – Financial Matters 
 

a) Balances and Bank Reconciliation Reports 
 

 

 

 


