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Dear Councillor,  
 
You are summoned to attend the Annual Meeting of Oxenhope Village Council, to be held on 
Wednesday 10th June 2026 at 7.30 p.m. in the Methodist Church, 1 West Drive, Oxenhope. 
 
 
 

Clerk to the Village Council 
5th June 2026 

 

AGENDA 
 
1) Apologies for Absence 

To consider apologies offered and approval of absence. 
 
2) Disclosure of Interest 

To receive disclosure of personal and prejudicial interest from members on matters to be considered 
at the meeting: - 
 
a)  To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda; 
b)  To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest; 
c)   To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate. 

 
3) Minutes of Meetings (previously circulated to Members) 

a) To approve minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 13th May 2026. 
b) To note the Outstanding Issues Report (Appendix 1) and decide further action where necessary. 

 
4) Public Participation 

To allow members of the public to make representations, provide information or give evidence in 
respect of the business on the agenda. 
 

5) Guests and Speakers 
a) Worth Valley Ward Councillors. 
b) Other guest speakers. 

 
6) Planning Applications 

To formulate observations relating to the following application: - 
 

a) 26/01117/FUL – The Stables, West Shaw Farm, West Shaw Lane, Oxenhope – Change of use of 
detached one bedroom holiday accommodation to dwelling (retrospective). 
 

b) 26/01657/HOU – Thorm Villa, Hebden Bridge Road, Oxenhope – Detached summer house to 
rear. 
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c) 26/01548/HVC – Stones End Cottage, Hebden Bridge Road, Oxenhope – Variation of Condition 
2 (approved plans) of permission 25/00148/HOU to substitute approved drawings with revised 
drawings showing an enlarged ground floor extension and inclusion of the two storey rear 
extension as approved and built under permission 24/04570/HOU. 

 
d) 26/01756/HOU – 41-43 Marsh Lane, Oxenhope – Single storey extension to rear. 

 
e) 26/01908/PIP – Brooks Mill, West Shaw Lane, Oxenhope – Construction of 2 dwellings and 

associated parking. 
 

(Planning applications can be viewed via Bradford Council’s online system 
https://planning.bradford.gov.uk/online-applications). 

 
7) Allotment Tenancy Agreement and Deposit Policy (Documents circulated to relevant Members) 

To note the updated Tenancy Agreement and Deposit Policy and confirm as satisfactory. 
 
8) Local Councils Liaison 

To receive an update from Cllr Eastwood and the Clerk following attendance on 27th May at a 
meeting of the Local Councils Liaison Forum, attended by Dr Lorraine O’Donnell, Chief Executive of 
Bradford Council. 
 

9) Correspondence (Appendix 2) 
a) Update from Haworth and Oxenhope District Bridleway Group (HODBG). 

 
10) Safety Inspection Reports (Appendix 3) 

To review the monthly safety inspection reports and decide upon required actions. To authorise 
expenditure as deemed appropriate to manage and maintain assets under Village Council 
stewardship. 
 

11) Village Warden’s Report (Appendix 4) 
To note the Warden’s report.  

 
12) Financial Matters 

a) To receive the internal Audit report for 2025/26 and review the recommendations made 
(circulated to Members prior to meeting). 

b) To confirm the effectiveness of internal controls and to authorise the Chair and Clerk to sign the 
Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 (Section 1 of the AGAR). 

c) To approve the Accounting Statement 2025/26 (Section 2 of the AGAR) and authorise the Chair 
and Responsible Finance Officer to sign the 2025/26 return. 

d) To authorise the following accounts for payment: - 
 

Payee Amount Description 

Office Elite Ltd. £250.00 
Fee for Year End Internal Audit for 
2025/26 (Inv. 1152). 

Royal Mail Group Ltd. £499.80 
Annual Renewal for PO Box (Inv. 
1802957952). 

Digital Nomads Ltd. £685.19 
Annual website hosting and registration 
services (INV-1091). 
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Digital Nomads Ltd. £838.66 
Annual Microsoft365 licence costs (INV-
1093). 

S.T. Green £540.00 
Survey work, removal of broken cover to 
existing culvert and prep work around 
steel grate outlet (Inv. 1007). 

 
e) To note the following accounts paid since the last meeting. 

 

Payee Amount Description 

JDP Ltd. £5,563.12 
Twinwall pipe and coupler for culvert on 
Marsh Common (Quote D31/513996) 

 
f) To note the balances and bank reconciliation reports (Appendix 5). 

 
13) Minor Items and Items for Next Agenda 

To note minor items and items for the next agenda. 
 
14) Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Village Council will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on 
Wednesday 8th July 2026 starting at 7.30 p.m.  
 

THIS IS A MEETING HELD IN PUBLIC - ALL WELCOME 
 

(A full version of the agenda with appendices is available at https://oxenhopevillagecouncil.gov.uk ) 
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Appendix 1 – Outstanding Issues Report 
 
 

Subject Issues Responsibility Date last 
actioned 

Outcome/ 
Notes/further action 
required 

Toilet buildings 
on Recreation 
Ground 

To investigate 
possibility of a 
Community 
Asset Transfer 
(CAT)  
 

Cllr Eastwood & 
Clerk 

May 2026 Matter raised with 
Chief. Exec. Bradford 
Council at Liaison 
meeting held on 27th 
May 2026. 

Electric vehicles Installation of 
charging points 

Cllr Goulding January 2026 Cllrs Eastwood & 
Goulding met CBMDC. 
Proposals for EV 
charging points at 
Community Centre in 
preparation. 
 

Natural burial 
ground 

To investigate 
the possibility of 
establishing a 
natural burial 
ground 
 

Cllr Goulding 
Cllr Cameron 

September 2025 Cllr Goulding & Ward 
Cllr Poulsen to discuss 
possible site. 

Marsh Common Shelter / Picnic 
Area 

Cllr Cameron 
Clerk 

June 2026 Channel for new pipe 
excavated. Pipework 
delivered. Works to 
install undertaken 
shortly. 
 

Local Council 
Awards 

To make an 
application for 
Foundation Level 
under the LCAS 
(quality 
assurance 
scheme) 
 

Cllr Eastwood 
Clerk 

September 2025 Webinar attended. 
Scheme 
documentation 
downloaded and 
required actions 
documented. 

Hill House Edge 
Lane – 
Monitoring 
Cameras 

Which Local 
Authority will be 
undertaking the 
monitoring of 
both cameras 
(Bradford 
Council or 
Calderdale) 
 

Cllr Eastwood 
Clerk 

April 2026 Clarification required. 
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Appendix 2  – Correspondence 
 

a) Haworth and Oxenhope District Bridleway Group 

 
The renovations are progressing brilliantly and it’s really exciting to see the transformation taking 
shape! 
 
The internal structural work is now complete, we´ve created one large, bright function / meeting 
room in place of the previous three smaller rooms. We’ve also installed a brand new kitchen and 
modern toilet facilities, including an accessible toilet for disabled visitors. 
 
The building is now fully accessible, with the toilets accessible directly from inside the pavilion — 
a huge improvement from the previous arrangement, where toilet access was only possible from 
outside at the rear of the building. 
 
Internal decoration is nearly finished, and the final stages (for now!) will include a new roof and 
timber cladding on the toilet block, which will really complete the look and give the whole 
building a smart, welcoming finish. 
 
We´ll shortly be promoting the pavilion and field as a great venue for sports and community 

groups and we thank you so much for your support to help make it an amazing space. 
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Appendix 3 - Safety Inspection Reports 
 

Rose Garden Monthly Inspection Report 
 
Name:  Cllr. Ken Eastwood   Date:   1st June 2026 
 
Weather: Cloudy sky, drizzly and cool   Time: 13:00 
  

Description Yes (Y) 
/No (N) 

Comments 

1. Entrances – Are all entrances safe to 
use? 

Y  

2. Boundary Walls – Any defects? N  

3. Footpaths – Any defects? N  

4. Seating – All benches secured to the 
ground? 

Y  

5. Seating - Any defects which may cause 
personal injury? 

N  

6. Litter bins – All bins secured to the 
ground? 

Y  

7. Litter bins – All have bin liners? Y  

8. Litter bins – None overflowing? N  

9. Noticeboards – are both noticeboards 
secure? 

Y  

10. Noticeboards – does any information 
need updating or removed? 

 

N  

11. Electrical – Are all Christmas lights 
securely fixed in trees? 

 

Y  

12. Electrical – Is electrical box locked and 
secure? 

Y  

13. Trees – Do all trees look healthy? Y  

14. Trees – Are there any branches that 
need trimming? 

 

N  

15. Planting – Any damage to plants? N  

16. General - Any dog fouling visible in 
Garden? 

N  

17. Any other concerns or issues with the 
Rose Garden to raise with the Village 
Council? 

N  

 
I certify that I inspected the Rose Garden on the above date when the only defects observed were those 
recorded.  
 

Inspectors signature: Ken Eastwood 
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Allotments Monthly Safety Inspection Report 
 

Name:  Cllr. Debbie Harvie        Date: 04/06/26 
 

 Yes / 
No? 

Comment if necessary 

Any drainage issues such as collection of water on any 
one plot? 

N  

Are there any visible hazards on any of the plots   e.g. 
broken glass, containers of chemicals? 

N Plot 6b has now been cleared of 
timber and glass and ready to be 
occupied. 

Is the access track in good condition? Y  

Any dog fouling visible on or within close proximity of 
access track? 

N  

Is the pedestrian swing gate working as it should? Y  

Is the field gate intact and locked? Y  

Is there any vegetation or branches which need removing 
and/or cutting back? 

N  

Has there been any reports of burning of garden refuse 
which has caused a nuisance? 

N  

Are there any visible defects in the boundary walls or 
fences? 

N  

How many people are currently on the waiting list for 
allotments? 

 19 people on waiting list as at 
04/06/2026 

 
 

Plot 6b now allocated. 
Water butt install due. 
Replacement gate due for Plots 2a and 6b. 
 
 

 
I certify that I inspected the allotments on the above date when the only defects observed were those 
recorded above.  
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Appendix 4 – Village Warden Report 
 
I have undertaken the following tasks in May: 
• Defib’s: 

Checked and recorded the status of the 5 AED’s under OVC care.  
 

• Litter picked:  
Recreation ground including the play area, Millennium Green, Station Road and the play area on 
Mallard View. 

 
• Horseshoe Dam:  

o I have cut back and removed some vegetation along the banks of Leeming Water.  
o A small amount of Japanese Knotweed noted adjacent to the bus stop on Station Road. This is 

an area that has had previous treatment. 
 
• Allotments:  

o I met with Cllr. Harvie to discuss a plan to tidy up Plot 6b in readiness for a new tenant.  
o New gates have been requested by Cllr. Harvie for Plots 2a and 6b. 

 
• Rose Garden:  

Hoed and removed some of the Horsetail in soft fruit area 
 
• Marsh Common: 

o I met with the tree surgeon and supervised whilst the required trees were felled and the 
majority of the brash was chipped. 

o I met with Yorkshire Water to discuss the exposed black plastic pressurised pipe which carries 
waste from Moorside Road area. They stated that it will be satisfactory to bury the pipe with 
earth from the excavation. I have chosen to support the exposed length with stone 
before it’s buried.  

o I reduced the size of tree brash and placed around the Common to decompose. 
o I arranged for the timber to be removed due to the tree felling. 
o I removed the fence railings to the south of the site to allow access for the excavator. I 

replaced the fixings with bolts which will be easier to remove in future. 
o I worked with and supervised the second excavation day. These tasks included: 

▪ Removing the tree stumps to clear a safe working area. 
▪ A working platform was made to gain access to a second manhole chamber/cover. 

This lid is cemented in place which differs to the first manhole chamber. The excavator 
was used to try and remove the lid. However, the only thing that did move was 
the chamber itself, therefore, not wanting to cause any damage to the 
structure, we came to the conclusion that the Yorkshire Water plans may not be totally 
accurate and that the second chamber is part of the main sewer which comes down 
through the fields and enters the Common near the kissing gate, which then goes into 
Cllr. Goulding’s fields and into the road at Marsh Lane, near to the phone kiosk. The 
boundary wall may have been rebuilt in a slightly different position at this point too.   

▪ From the southern culvert entrance, the ravine was widened and cleared of earth, a 
catchment pool was created in front of the screen, and the soil will be secured by large 
rocks to “armour” the pool. 

▪ The stone capping over the collapsed southern culvert which had fallen into the culvert 
was removed to be replaced later. The fence left in situ as a safety measure. 

o The plastic pipe was ordered from JDP at Skipton. 8 lengths and one collar which should allow 
a certain amount of movement to align with the top of the ravine. 
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o Future tasks: 
▪ Excavate, install and connect the new pipe to the existing first manhole/chamber. 
▪ Mark the locations of the key installations on the site via GPS for future reference.  
▪ Connect a small field drain running from the fields into the eroded channel to the new 

pipe installation. 
▪ Fill the eroded channel to make the area safer for future users of the Common. 
▪ Level the earth which was dug from the ravine excavations. 
▪ Skip to remove bagged waste from site. 
▪ Remove existing silt and debris from the stone culvert and manhole which may require 

exposing the stone culvert higher up stream to the northern end of the site to improve 
flow. 
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Appendix 5 – Financial Matters 
 

a) Balances and Bank Reconciliation Reports 
 

 

 

 


