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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 10th JUNE 2026 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Robert Goulding (Vice Chair) 
 Cllr. Andrew Akhurst 
 Cllr. Liberty Crabtree 
 Cllr. Debbie Harvie 
  
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present: Ward Cllr. Poulsen attended the meeting. 
 4 members of the public attended the meeting. 
 

 
Minutes 

 
628/26 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Cameron, Farley and Joomun, Ward 
Cllrs. Herd and Golding and non councillors Mark Whitaker (Village Warden), Rev. Denise 
Hayes and Jen Whitaker. The reasons for absence were approved. 

 
629/26 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
630/26 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 13th May 2026 were confirmed and 
adopted as a true and correct record.  

b) The outstanding issues report was noted.  
 

631/26 Public Participation 
Three residents attended the meeting in connection with a proposed planning application at 
Wadsworth Mill. Possible residential development of the site was outlined and discussed.  

 
632/26 Guest Speakers 

a) Ward Councillors. 
i. Ward Councillor Rebecca Poulsen 

a) Calderdale Energy Park – prepared and submitted objections in advance of the 
deadline (midnight today). 

b) Keighley Tip – had been closed on Bank Holiday Monday and had received a lot 
of calls from residents. Communication from Bradford Council was only issued in 
the afternoon on that day. Queried with Bradford Council, who stated they had 
decided to close it. Will be speaking to the Chief Executive later in the week and 
this will be one of the items discussed. 

c) Missed Refuse Collections – noted that there seems to have been an increase  in 
refuse collections not being made for various reasons. This will be brought up at 
the same meeting with the Chief Executive. 
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d) New Leader of the Council – will be having a meeting with the new Leader and 
will raise the matter of re-opening tips, especially Sugden End. 

e) Extraordinary meeting of the Council – called this meeting to discuss Bradford 
being part of the grooming gang enquiry. 

f) Water tragedies – trying to get the message out through schools and other 
avenues not to go swimming in open waters. No recent tragedies in our area and 
would like to keep it that way. 
 

633/26 Planning Applications 
 

a) 26/01117/FUL – The Stables, West Shaw Farm, West Shaw Lane, Oxenhope – Change of 
use of detached one bedroom holiday accommodation to dwelling (retrospective) 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

b) 26/01657/HOU – Thorn Villa, Hebden Bridge Road, Oxenhope – Detached summer house 
to rear. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

c) 26/01548/HVC – Stones End Cottage, Hebden Bridge Road, Oxenhope – Variation of 
Condition 2 (approved plans) of permission 25/00148/HOU to substitute approved drawings 
with revised drawings showing an enlarged ground floor extension and inclusion of the two 
storey rear extension as approved and built under permission 24/04570/HOU. 
 
Resident attended the meeting to discuss the proposal. 

 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this application. 
 

d) 26/01756/HOU – 41-43 Marsh Lane, Oxenhope – Single storey extension to rear. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this application. 
 

e) 26/01908/PIP – Brooks Mill, West Shaw Lane, Oxenhope – Construction of 2 dwellings and 
associated parking. 
 
Resident attended the meeting to discuss the proposal. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this application. 

 
632/26 Allotment Tenancy Agreement and Deposit Policy (documents circulated prior to meeting).   
 
 Resolved: 

▪ To adopt both updated documents. 
▪ The Clerk to issue to all tenants. 
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633/26 Local Council Liaison 
 Cllr. Eastwood provided members with an overview of a recent Bradford Council Liaison 

meeting attended with the Clerk. Bradford Council’s Chief Executive was in attendance and 
outlined ambition to improve and enhance relationaships with Local Councils. Mention was 
made of the problems with obtaining timely responses to queries from Bradford Council. 
Oxenhope Village Council’s experience and frustrations with the transfer of the former toilets in 
the Recreation Ground were shared. It was noted that the apparent lack of progress over 7 
years and lack of responses from senior officers to enquiries was disappointing and not 
reflective of the ambitions being discussed. Promises were made by the Chief Executive to 
improve communication between officers and Town, Parish and Village Councils. It was stated 
that a new case management monitoring system already in place for Ward Councillors could be 
rolled out for Town, Parish and Village Council’s. Clarification was sort as to whether this system 
could properly monitor requests made, logging resolution times and being reportable. It was 
confirmed by the Chief Executive that this would be the case. 

 
 Members discussed communication issues and agreed that the Chief Executive’s interest and 

proposals were welcome and should be supported.  
 

Cllr Goulding mentioned that there had been no update about the former toilet block on 
Penistone, since it was taken off the market. 

 
 Resolved: 

• To support the proposed improvements in communications and to update Members as and 
when the case management system is implemented. 

• To continue dialogue with Bradford Council with regard to the asset transfer of the toilets in 
the recreation ground. 

• The Clerk to contact Bradford Council to ascertain the current position with the toilets on 
Penistone. 

 
634/26 Correspondence 
 Update and feedback from Haworth and Oxenhope District Bridleway Group, following grant 

support by the Village Council, was received. Members were pleased to note the progress. 
 

635/26 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted.  
 
636/26 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
 
637/26 Financial Matters  

Resolved: 
a) The Internal Audit Report for 2025/26 and the recommendations were discussed and noted. 
b) Effectiveness of internal controls were confirmed and authorisation was given for the Chair 

and Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer to sign the Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 
(Section 1 of the AGAR). 

c) Accounting Statements for 2025/26 were approved and authorisation was given for the 
Chair and Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer to sign the return (Section 2 of the AGAR). 

d) To authorise the following payments. 
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Payee Amount Description 

Office Elite Ltd. £250.00 
Fee for Year End Internal Audit for 
2025/26 (Inv. 1152). 

Digital Nomads Ltd. £685.19 
Annual website hosting and registration 
services (INV-1091) 

Digital Nomads Ltd. £838.66 
Annual Microsoft365 licence costs (INV-
1093) 

S.T. Green £540.00 
Survey work, removal of broken cover to 
existing culvert and prep work around 
steel grate outlet (Inv. 1007). 

 
e) Not to renew the annual fee for the Royal Mail PO Box address. The Clerk to organise an 

alternative using a named postbox located at the Mercy Home, Lowertown, Oxenhope. 
Approved expenditure of up to £100. Royal Mail redirection to be put into place for 6 
months. 

f) Noted and approved the accounts paid since the last meeting. 
g) The balances and bank reconcillation reports were noted. 

 
638/26 Minor items and items for next agenda 

a) Crime figures were reported. Query raised as regards number of shop thefts stated. 
Members were aware of a number of instances taking place in the Co-op. Several issues 
were also raised with regard to the Co-op and customer service. 
 
Resolved: 
▪ The Clerk to raise query with the Police. 
▪ Cllr. Harvie to speak to the manager in the shop in the first instance and a representative 

to be invited to a future meeting, if appropriate and necessary. 
 

b) Cllr. Crabtree mentioned an instance of a drone hovering over the playground a week or so 
ago. Cllr. Eastwood advised that the school should contact the Police should this happen 
again. 

 
639/26 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 8th July 

2026, starting at 7.30 p.m.  
 
 The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m. 
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