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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13th MAY 2026 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Robert Goulding (Vice Chair) 
 Cllr. Andrew Akhurst 
 Cllr. Debbie Harvie 
 Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun 
 
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 

Mark Whitaker (Warden) 
  
Also Present: Ward Cllrs. Golding and Poulsen attended the meeting. 
 1 member of the public attended the meeting. 
 

 
Minutes 

 
607/26 Election of Chair and Vice Chair for 2026/27 
 Cllrs. Eastwood and Goulding were proposed and voted unanimously as Chair and Vice Chair of 

the Council, by Members present. 
 
608/26 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Cameron, Crabtree and Farley, Ward 
Cllr. Herd and non councillors Rev. Denise Hayes and Jen Whitaker. The reasons for 
absence were approved. 

 
609/26 Disclosures of Interest 

a) Declaration of interest was received from Cllr. Akhurst in connection with the planning 
application at Middle Isle Farm, as it is his residence. 

b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
610/26 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 8th April 2026 were confirmed and 
adopted as a true and correct record.  

b) The outstanding issues report was noted. The following updates were provided: - 
i. Cllr. Eastwood stated that he still had not received a substantive response regarding 

the asset transfer of the toilet buildings in the recreation ground, even though a 
further reminder had been sent to senior officers. This matter will be raised at a Local 
Councils liaison meeting to be held on 27th May, which the Chief Executive of Bradford 
Council, Dr Lorraine O’Donnell, will be attending. 

 
611/26 Public Participation 

A resident attended the meeting in connection with the planning application at Gledhow Lodge. 
He addressed the meeting and explained the need and proposed structure for the car port.  
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612/26 Guest Speakers 

a) Ward Councillors. 
i. Ward Councillor Rebecca Poulsen 

a) Station Road outside Coop – the pressure of the water burst has been reduced 
so residents may experience a reduced flow in their pipes. Yorkshire Water will 
be remaining on site until the repair team have sorted the problem. 

b) Station Road sunken area – matter is still being discussed by Highways and 
Yorkshire Water. Highways Structure Team state a drain has collapsed but it is 
4m below ground. A draft budget has been requested so hoping to commence 
works later in the year. A request was made at the meeting by Members that the 
dip is levelled with tarmac in the interim period. 

c) Worth Valley Ward boundaries – this change has been highlighted to the Police 
with a view to ascertaining how it affects the Policing of the area. The Police 
confirmed that in the short term nothing is changing, but allocation of resourcing 
along common area boundaries will be considered in the future. 
 

613/26 Planning Applications 
 

a) 26/00897/FUL – The Barn, Middle Isle Farm, Isle Lane, Oxenhope – Sub-division of Middle 
Isle Farm House into two separate dwellings. 
(Cllr Akhurst left the room during discussion). 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

b) 26/01327/HOU – Gledhow Lodge, Moorhouse Lane, Oxenhope – Detached car port. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

c) 26/00828/FUL – Westcroft Farm, Hebden Bridge Road, Oxenhope – Porch to north east 
elevations, PV roof panels, alterations to windows, external battery store, and chimney flue. 
Alterations to curtilage and installation of turbine. 

 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this application. 
 
However, the Council would ask the authority to give consideration to the status and use of 
the static caravans located on the site, without consent. Concerns and complaints about 
their appearance and use have been raised by this Council and enforcement actions 
discussed on several occasions with the Assistant Director, Planning, Transportation & 
Highways and planning officers. If technically possible, the Village Council would suggest 
that approval of this application should be conditional upon removal of the caravans from 
the site. 

 
614/26 Planning Appeals 

a) 26/00036/APPFL2 – Moorhouse Lane, Oxenhope – 9 Dwellings. 
Cllr. Eastwood stated that further comments in addition to those already made could be 
sumitted if members wished. It was noted that the Planning Inspectorate would 
automatically receive the Village Council’s previous comments. 
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 Resolved: 
 No further comments to be made.  
 
615/26 Calderdale Energy Park (CEP) 
 Cllr. Eastwood provided an update following attendane with Cllr. Akhurst at a recent liaison 

forum meeting with the developers and their agents. Members discussed the windfarm 
proposals in detail, with particulalr focus on visual intrusion, biodiversity, impact on peat and 
the net beneficial effect or payback period, in terms of carbon.   

 
 Resolved: 
 Cllr. Eastwood to review previous Village Council comments and draft a summary response for 

consideration by Members. The Council’s response at this stage to focus on the lack of clarity 
over the benefits of the scheme offset against the impacts. 

 
616/26 Appointments 
 Resolved: 

• To make the following appointments for 2026/27. 

• To split the Horseshoe Dam, Mallard View play area and the Sculpture Trail Safety 
Inspection into to two due to the addition of planting areas on Waterside.  

• The Clerk to update the safety inspection form and create a new one for the Sculpture Trail. 
 

Appointment Member 1 Member 2 

YLCA Branch meeting 
representatives (two positions) 

Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun Cllr. Neal Cameron 

Allotments Lead Cllr. Debbie Harvie  
Rose Garden Lead Cllr. Adrian Farley Cllr. Debbie Harvie 

Horseshoe Dam, Mallard View 
play area and Waterside 

Cllr. Liberty Crabtree Cllr. Adrian Farley 

Sculpture Trail Lead Cllr. Andrew Akhurst  

Marsh Common Lead Cllr. Neal Cameron  

Rights of Way Lead Cllr. Adrian Farley Cllr. Robert Goulding 

Oxenhope School 
Representative 

Cllr. Liberty Crabtree  

Millennium Green Trustee Cllr. Ken Eastwood  

Village Council Liaison 
representatives (for meetings 
with Bradford Council) 

Cllr. Ken Eastwood Cllr. Neal Cameron 

Oxenhope Community 
Association 

Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun  

Staffing Committee Cllr. Adrian Farley Cllr. Robert Goulding 

Emergency Planning Lead Cllr. Robert Goulding Cllr. Debbie Harvie 

EV Charging Points Lead Cllr. Ken Eastwood  
Governance Lead Cllr. Debbie Harvie  

Fairtrade Lead Cllr. Adrian Farley  

Calderdale Energy Park Lead Cllr. Ken Eastwood Cllr. Andrew Akhurst 

 
617/26 Annual Review of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Policies 
 To note the annual review of Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Policies to confirm as 

satisfactory.  
 

The Clerk revised the Data Protection and Councillor Privacy Policies but further revision is 
required. 
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 Resolved: 

• Cllr. Harvie to update the Data Protection and Councillor Privacy Policies consulting 
documentation on NALC’s website as reference of best practice. 

• The Clerk to produce a table of existing Village Council policies, including adoption and 
review dates. 

• To be brought back to a future meeting for consideration and approval as required.  
 
618/26 Risk Management 
 
 Resolved: 

To note existing arrangements for the management and control of risks have been reviewed 
and confirmed they remain appropriate (the Council adopted revised and updated policy and 
risk assessment documentation last year). 
 

619/26 Asset Register 
 Updated Asset Register circulated to Members prior to the meeting to ensure all Members are 

aware of the number and location of assets owned by Oxenhope Village Council. Contents 
noted and no comments made. 

 
620/26 Marsh Common 
 Quote received from Steve Green (circulated to Members prior to the meeting) in respect of 

works required to culvert the current stream. 
 
 Resolved: 

• Expenditure approved. 

• The Warden to liaise with Steve Green and progress the works. 
 

621/26 Exchange of Information and Discussion Points 
a) Residents request to place a bin next to the bamboo field near Pawsons was discussed. It 

was noted that there is a bin located in the vicinity at both ends of this path. 
 

Resolved: 

• Request to be made of Bradford Council for a litter bin to be placed in this area. 

• Place a ‘Dog Fouling’ sign on the nearest lamppost. 

• The Warden to continue to clean up any fouling found periodically. 
 

b) The installation of a replacement litter bin at Muffin Corner was noted. 
c) Information from The Aire Rivers Trust regarding river water sampling and volunteering was 

noted (details available the Aire Rivers Trust website).  
 

622/26 Correspondence 
a) Heights Lane Lay-by – content of email received from a resident was noted. This is a long 

standing issue. Consultation has been held with residents in the past who wished the lay-by 
to remain so the view can be enjoyed all year round. Signs have been erected by the Village 
Council and the Police have stated they will undertake extra drive-bys to try to deter anti-
social behaviour. Discussion also took place as to the uneven surface. 

 
Resolved: 
Cllr. Goulding to speak to Yorkshire Water to see if they are willing to fill and make level the 
surface of the lay-by, since they have been using it to store hardcore. 
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623/26 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted.  
 
624/26 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. The Warden mentioned that Colin Moses, one of the Village 

Council’s valued contractors, had recently passed away. Members thoughts are with the family 
at this sad time. 

 
625/26 Financial Matters  

Resolved: 
a) To note that the CIL for the Cross Lane development will be paid in two installments 

(September 2026 and March 2027) and will total £7,156.94. 
b) To note and approve purchases made using Village Council procurement cards (as 

presented to Members). 
c) To authorise the following payments. 

 

Payee Amount Description 

YLCA £826.00 Annual Membership (Inv. 6010) 

Steve Thorpe & Son £134.40 
Rose Garden Grounds Maintenance (Inv. 
9114) 

Npower £15.62 
Christmas Tree Lights & Motifs (Inv. 
IN15222596) 

S.T.Green Excavation & Plant 
Hire 

£540.00 
Marsh Common investigation works 
(Inv.1003) 

Zurich Municipal £663.14 
Annual renewal of insurance policy (Inv. 
555102370) 

SLCC £200.00 Annual subscription (Inv. MEM257668-1) 

Haworth Hedges & Trees £550.00 
Felling of trees on Marsh Common (INV-
000026) 

CBMDC £6,552.00 
Contribution towards staffing Youth Club 
sessions 2025/26 (Inv.73901970049). 

Steve Thorpe & Son £388.80 
Grounds maintenance for April (Inv. 
9148) 

 
d) To note the balances and bank reconcillation reports. 
e) To renew authorisation for the following recurring payment arrangements:- 

i. Lloyds Bank Procurement Cards fee (currently hold two cards at £3 each per month). 
ii. Unity Trust Bank Service Charges (currently £7 per month). 
iii. Information Commissioners Office Registration Fee (2025 was £47 due in June 

2026). 
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iv. Home Working and printing allowances for Clerk (currently £35 per month). 
Suggestion made by Member to increase this yearly in line with CPI. 

v. Scribe Finanae Software (currently £67.20 per month). 
vi. Adobe Software (currently £14.99 per month). 
vii. Mobile phones for Clerk and Warden (variable amount per month, dependant on 

usage. Typically less than £20 for the two). 
viii. HMRC Tax and NIC contributions (currently £491.75 per month). 
ix. WYPF Employers contributions (currently £242.11 per month). 
x. Business Stream (water supply for allotments. Variable amount per quarter, 

dependant on usage). 
 

626/26 Minor items and items for next agenda 
a) To note that June is Pride month. 

 
627/26 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 10th June 

2026, starting at 7.30 p.m.  
 
 The meeting closed at 8.54 p.m. 
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