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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF OXENHOPE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8th JULY 2026 

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH, WEST DRIVE, OXENHOPE, 7.30 PM 
 
 
Present: Cllr. Ken Eastwood (Chair) 
 Cllr. Adrian Farley 
 Cllr. Ashwaan Joomun 
  
 Jill Eastwood (Clerk & RFO) 
  
Also Present: Ward Cllr. Golding, Rev. Hayes, Jen Whitaker, two PCSO’s and two members of 

the public attended the meeting. 
 

 
Minutes 

 
640/26 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Goulding, Akhurst, Cameron, Crabtree 
and Harvie, Ward Cllrs. Herd and Poulsen and non councillor Mark Whitaker (Village 
Warden). The reasons for absence were approved. 

 
641/26 Disclosures of Interest 

a) No declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda were received. 
b) No written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interest were received. 
c) No requests for dispensation were received. 

 
642/26 Minutes of Meetings 

a) The minutes of the Village Council meeting held on 10th June 2026 were confirmed and 
adopted as a true and correct record.  

b) The outstanding issues report was noted.  
Cllr. Eastwood provided an update as regards the asset transfer of the toilets in the 
Recreation Ground. The process to purchase them has moved on and is now with the Legal 
Department to produce the Section 123 notice. 
 

643/26 Public Participation 
A resident raised concern over the condition of the lay-by on Height Lane, stating that it should 
be returned to its former condition so it can be used by residents and visitors alike for parking to 
enable enjoyment of the view. This matter will be referred to Bradford Council by Oxenhope 
Village Council noting that the Highway Authority have responsibility for the lay-by. 
 
A resident commented on a proposed planning application at Wadsworth Mill and requested 
that Oxenhope Village Council note the strong opposition to this development from residents 
and also requested that the Council consults with residents, should a planning application be 
submitted. 
 
Two PCSOs attended the meeting. There was a discussion about emails previously shared with 
Members with regard to crime reporting and the different responsibilities between PCSOs and 
other Policing teams, who are available through the night. 
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644/26 Guest Speakers 
a) Ward Councillors. 

i. Ward Councillor Paul Golding 
Had been waiting for the Worth Valley Partnership Briefing meeting to take place 
which hadn’t happened so no updates to bring to the meeting. 
Cllr. Farley to forward information he had received from a resident regarding speed 
signs within the village not being visible. 
Cllr. Eastwood also mentioned that the ‘SLOW’ road sign on Marsh Lane still needed to 
be repainted. 
 

645/26 Planning Applications 
 

a) 26/02047/HOU – 25 Moorhouse Lane, Oxenhope – Single-storey rear extension. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

b) 26/02101/HOU – Rose Bank, Station Road, Oxenhope – Partial demolition of existing rear 
extension and construction of replacement single-storey rear extension. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this planning application. 
 

c) 26/02208/VOC – Old Oxenhope Farm, Old Oxenhope Lane, Oxenhope – Variation of 
condition 2 (approved drawings) of planning permission 22/04060/FUL to create a slurry 
lagoon. 

 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this application. 
 

d) 26/02058/HOFUL – Happilands, High Binns Farm, Height Lane, Oxenhope – Conversion of 
former agricultural barn to self-build dwelling with associated landscaping to create off-
street parking, access and garden. 
 
Resident attended the meeting to discuss the proposal. 
 
Resolved: 
Oxenhope Village Council has no objection to this application. 

 
646/26 Council Postal Address – Removal of PO Box  
 Cllr. Eastwood explained the query raised by Members at a previous meeting with regard to the 

ongoing use of a PO Box and increasing costs. Possible alternative arrangements and costs 
researched by the Clerk were discussed, including options for interim post redirection.  

 
 Resolved: 

▪ The Clerk to cancel access to the existing PO Box. 
▪ The Clerk to set up a redirection of mail for a period of 3 months at an agreed cost of £299. 
▪ The Clerk to formally complete and return the ‘Postbox Correspondence Agreement’ and 

enter into a service arrangement with Cornerstones Workspaces Ltd.  
▪ The Clerk to inform all necessary parties of the change of postal address. 
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647/26 Allotments 
a) Discussion took place in connection with the proposed resolution to acquire more land for 

the provision of additional allotment plots (document previously circulated to members). 
 
Resolved: 
▪ Council to ascertain if there is any other land available that could be used for 

allotments. 
▪ To consult with those residents on the current allotments waiting list to see if they are 

still interested, noting that any new allotments would not necessarily be located in the 
village centre. 

▪ To consider wider consultation with all residents to ascertain if there is unmet demand 
and interest in allotments. 
 

b) The Clerk informed members that 2026/27 annual fees had now been collected from all 
allotment plot holders. Thanks were expressed noting previous issues with managing fee 
income and changes made this year from calendar year to financial year invoicing and 
payment. 

 
648/26 Fairtrade and Christmas Event 2026 

a) Cllr. Farley provided an update as to the current position with obtaining Fairtrade Status for 
Oxenhope Village: - 
▪ Formerly set up a steering group consisting of Alice Jones (Headteacher of Oxenhope C 

of E Primary School), Rev. Denise Hayes and Cllr. Farley. Looking for others to join the 
group. 

▪ Manorlands are considering supporting Fairtrade. Recently had a restructure so the 
Community Officer is now a Volunteer Officer so it isn’t clear who will pick this 
responsibility up. They are looking at ethical accreditation / procurement so Fairtrade 
will fit with that.  

▪ Cllr. Farley to contact KWVR. 
▪ Alice Jones has contacted the owners of the proposed new village Café. Waiting for a 

response. 
▪ Discussion has taken place with Yorkshire Fairtrade who welcomed the application from 

Oxenhope Village. Need to draft and consider the application before applying. To, 
hopefully, complete application in September / October 2026. 

▪ Discussion took place over the possibility of the provision of signage to advertise the 
Fairtrade application. 

 
Resolved: 
▪ Cllr. Farley to continue to bring progress updates to Village Council meetings. 
▪ Meet in September to submit application to Fairtrade Yorkshire. 
▪ Work with partners to increase steering group membership. 
▪ Members approved expenditure for signage once Fairtrade status has been achieved to 

advertise the village’s success. 
 

b) As part of the application there is a need to identify a public event that can be put forward 
as Fairtrade. It was suggested that the Christmas Lights Switch On Event could be the 
Oxenhope Fairtrade Event. A £50 contribution from Fairtrade Yorkshire could then be 
applied for. 
 
Resolved: 
To note the progress made and thank those involved. To make the Christmas Lights Switch 
On Event the Fairtrade Event. 
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649/26 Telephone Kiosks 
a) Cllr. Eastwood updated members on the rationale behind repairing the Leeming telephone 

Kiosk as it housed the Defibrillator in that area, was useful during the Toad Patrol for storing 
signage and was in a poor state of repair. There were two options to replace the cloudy 
polycarbonate panels with either polycarbonate or toughened glass. Discussion took place 
(document previously circulated to members). 

b) Cllr. Eastwood updated members on the rationale behind repairing the Marsh Lane 
Telephone Kiosk as it housed the Defibrillator in that area, was used as a free library and the 
door was no longer repairable. 
 
Resolved: 
▪ Expenditure approved of up to £2,000 so materials can be ordered for Leeming and the 

Contractor to be informed of decision to go ahead. Decsion made to replace existing 
polycarbonate panels with toughened glass. 

▪ Expenditure approved of up to £1,500 so materials can be ordered for Marsh Lane. 
 

650/26 Exchange of information and Discussion Points 
a) Crime stats for June were reported as: - 

▪ Residential Burglary x 1 
▪ Shop Theft x 1 
▪ Criminal Damage x 2 (one of which was a footprint mark on a door) 

 
b) The Clerk provided an update from the Chief Constable in regards to Oxenhope Village 

Council’s letter regarding Police presence within the village. The letter had been passed to 
Bradford District to review and respond to. 
 

c) Noted that the next meeting of Oxenhope Village Council would be in September. 
 

d) Noted that there is a casual vacancy on Oxenhope Village Council now that Cllr. Liberty 
Crabtree has resigned. The process for advertising this vacancy will commence once the 
statutory petition period has passed. 

 
e) Cllr. Eastwood stated that he had met with Steve Thorpe in the Rose Garden to discuss the 

borders. Agreed planting had been delayed due to unforeseen circumstances but weed 
control and planting would be progressed shortly. A request was also made for Steve 
Thorpe to quote for re-shaping and planting the upper and lower central beds to 
incorporate the changes previously recommended by the Rose Garden working group. 

 
651/26 Safety Inspection Reports  
 The reports were noted.  
 
652/26 Village Warden’s Report  
 The Warden’s report was noted. 
 
653/26 Financial Matters  

Resolved: 
a) To authorise the following payment. 

 

Payee Amount Description 

Oxenhope Methodist Church £60.00 Room Hire for April, May and June 
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b) The balances and bank reconcillation reports were noted. 
 

654/26 Minor items and items for next agenda 
 An update on the vacancy to be included as an agenda item and subject to there being no call for 

a by-election, persons expressing interest in joining the Council would be invited to attend the 
meeting in September. 

  
655/26 Date and time of next meeting 
 The next meeting will be held in the Methodist Church on West Drive on Wednesday 9th 

September 2026, starting at 7.30 p.m.  
 
 The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m. 
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